CLEVELAND CIVIL WAR ROUND-TAE

P.O. Box 444
~ Vermilion, Ohio 44089

SEPTEMBER, 1981

208th MEETING

VOLUME 25 Number 2

DATE: SEPTEMBER 8
PROGRAM:
SUBJECT :

PLACE:

MR. CRAIG SCHERMER
CORNWALLIS AT YORKTOWN
THE HERMIT CLUB

TIME: Cocktails and summer reminiscences at 6 P.M.

Dinner at 7 P.M.
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OQur speaker will examine the char-
acter and motivations of Lieuten-
ant-General Charles, 2nd Earl, Lord
Cornwallis and why this excellent
officer was so placed as to be
forced to surrender at Yorktown,

on October 19, 1781.

The presentation will delve not
only into Cornwallis' role, but
also into the tortuocus relationship
between him and his Commander-in-
Chief, Sir Henry Clinton. Mr.
Schermer will explain Cornwallis'
decision to invade Virginia and
what made him march down to York-
town. A little insight will be
shed on the battles of Cowpens and
Guilford Court House and the fight-
ing in Virginia - all of which had
an effect on

the final out-
come. The en-
tire period from
January through
October, 1781,will
be presented

from the British
point of view.

C?ar‘/'twa.r’//'s/ et
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Craig Schermer is a native
Clevelander who holds B.A. and
M.A. degrees in History from
John Carroll University and an
M.S.L. degree in Library Science
from Case Western Reserve. His
fields of research include Russian
Imperial History from 1894-1917,
the reign of Nicholas II; also the
lives of Mary Todd Lincoln and
President Franklin Pierce. He has
also researched the British Monarcr
and the British Army of the 18th
Century, with emphasis on the role
of British officers (particularly
Cornwallis and Lieutenant-Colonel
James Webster.
our speaker is alsc an artist and
has painted over 160 portraits of
the British High Command in Americ:
1775-1783. Likenesses of Lord
Cornwallis, General Clinton, Geners:
Leslie, and General Charles O'Hara
will be exhibited.
Mr. Schermer is a member of the
6L4th Regiment of Foot and has
portrayed a British infantryman
in numerous Bicentennial activ-
ities., Both he and John Harkness
will be a part of the official
observance of the 200th Anniverse
of the surrender at Yorktown this
coming October.

IF YOU HAVEN'T PAID YOUR DUES THAT'S WHY OUR TREASURY IS SCRAPING

THE BOTTOM OF THE BARREL!!

WE NEED YOUR $17 (NON-RESIDENTS $5)...v..
13
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Callalan Meeting

On May 12th, our last meeting
of the year, members gathered
at the beautiful home of Ken
Callahan for a memorable even-
ing.

First they were met at their
cars by Ken's son, in one of
his horse-drawn carriages(from
the downtown carriage service
of the same name.) Entering
under a giant Confederate flag,
we were ushered down to a
spacious lounge and barroom
where the beer and ardent spir-
its flowed, as they say, most

CA*HM om. Aoanme

Immediate Past Pres. Tom Geshke

P.0. Box 44k

PRESIDENT’S LETTE

Dear Members: .

Our 1981-82 program covers a broad
range of topics which I am sure will

be of interest to you.

In September we have Craig Schermer,
who will commemorate the 200th Anniv-
ersary (Oct.) of the surrender of
Cornwallis at Yorktown with a talk
on that historical person.
Ed. Note: As mentioned previous-
ly, Mr. Schermer and John Harkness
are both members of the uniformed
64th Regiment of Foot, and will
participate in the reenactment of
the surrender, along with 6,000
expected, including the presidents
of both the U.S.A. and France.

In October our speaker will be Mr.
Jerry Coates, who will address the
Club on the subject: "Quartermaster
Support of the Atlanta Campaign."

'In November we will hold our tradit-

ional Book/Artifacts Sale and Civil
War Quizz. Consignments to the sale
should be given to Bernie Drews or
Don Heckaman. Tim Moran will chair
the gquizz show. '

Ernie Peterson will address us in
December on the exploration of the
"Monitor" wreck.

January's meeting is tentatively
"0ld Movie Night," and we hope to
provide a top film on the Civil War
or World War I. Certain members of
the advisory board Lave threatened
me with bodily harm if I +try to show

. the Our Gang comedy "General Spanky."

Dan Moore will be the speaker in
February. His topic will be Civil
War artillery.

March is a very special meeting
marking the 25th Anniversary of the
founding of the Cleveland Civil War
Round Table. Bud Robertson will
speak on a subject to be announced.
I you have any ideas or suggestions
for special observation of this event
pPlease let us know and we will try to
incorporate them into ocur plans.

continued on pageﬁ%f



FRED GILL’S BOOK REVIEW

GRANT by William S. McFeely, W.W.Norton Co., N.Y. 1981

A Dblography of a historical character should be more than a written
account of the figure's life. At least a biography written by a hist-
ory professor can be expected to reveal Some new insights into the
subject's 1life and his acts in his time, or at the very least some
heretofore undiscovered facts about him.

This long book reveals neither of these. Tt sets forth nothing
about Grant that has not been set forth before, and the author makes
not the slightest attempt to penetrate the enormous mystery of Grant's
life. He makes no effort to illuminate the great peaks and valleys of
Grant's existence.

History, someone has said, is an illusion created by historians. In
this work, however, the historian creates no illusions, or at least no
"illusions not created by deeper diggers into what made Grant run. Let
us contrast Grant's sorry weaknessg and ineffectuality in his first
four decades with +the glittering mind of the war years. Further,
contrast his strange and wavering presidency with those years of epic
courage spent battling cancer and writing his glowing historical-and
literary masterpiece. What was it in his mind and character that made
the difference in these contrasting periods?

Grant was a twisted character. Lee, in comparison, was a clear and
straightforward character, pointed ever onward to glory and greatness.
Perhaps it wasn't hard for Freeman to write his magnificent work on the
Confederate saint. If Freeman had been born in Chicago instead of
Richmond, perhaps we would today have a definitive biography of Grant
instead of such a flawed attempt as this book is. Waste not your time
or money on it. There are plenty of good ones around.

On page 167 of +this book is the familiar picture of Grant and others
conferring before Cold Harbor, captioned as at the Bethesda Church.
Members who were on the 1973 Field Trip to Virginia will remember stop-
ping at Massaponax Baptist Church and the convincing evidence we saw
proved that the picture really was taken there. Which is the illusion?

I . F.G.
# ¥* +# * #* 3* ¥*
Ed. Note: As a Grant enthusiast I ' 4 A
added the above book to my Grant Col-~ o i n —
lection. T agree with Fred's appraisal, | PRI D B 1) BRI e
except that I thought the author d;d a *5&
good job in presenting the almost insur- ﬁ?ﬁl )
mountable problems that confronted the ) %ﬁ'g
general as president, and how he honest- a;giqu
ly tried to cope with them. I couldn't gg;iéé
I

help but think that the author missed

a good bet in not comparing the embarr-
assments heaped upon Grant by his young
brother Crvis Grant, with the same
kind of things that Billy Carter did

to his brother in the White House

in our time.

Still think that DMeet General
Grant, by W. E, Woodward -
Literary Guild, 1928 is the best
of them all.

v
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Prez Letter continued

Our "Ladies' Night" will be in
April. The program is still in
the planning stages, but will
hopefully be a revival of a well-
remembered light-hearted present-
ation given some years back by two

of our members.

The speaker, topic, and location
of the May meeting will be an-
nounced at a later dafte.

Unless otherwise indicated, all
of our meetings will be held at
the Hermit Club.

I'mlooking forward to seeing all
of you at our meetings this year,

and I encourage you to invite your

interested friends and business

associates to attend as your guests.

Regards,,

- Aoty Meeling continued
freely. It was, understandably
the best attended meeting of

© the year.

Following a delicious and var-
ied buffet, the meeting was
held in the livingroom, all

50 of us.

Jim Chapman did his usual
scholarly job in presenting
the importance, of Admiral Far-
rugat's contributions to the:
Union victory; Don Hamill
lauded George B. McClellan,
and Stu Cramer traced a ton-
gue in cheek account of what
might have happened had Albert
Sidney Johnston lived..

Tom Geshke, retiring presid-
ent, was given a plaque in
appreciation of his efforts
last year, and he turned the
gavel over to John Harkness,
We all thank Ken and his fine
family for a great evening.

Chatt-Chic Field Trip

There still may be time for you to
sign up for the Field Trip on Sept.
17-20 (first and last days for travel).

This should be an OUTSTANDING trip,
what with veteran trip-master Chuck
Spiegle in charge, and the incredible
Ed Bearss as the guide.

There is so much to see! At Chattano-
oga, with its Lookout Mountain and the
breathtaking view of the winding
Tennessee River...The "Battle Above the
Clouds," Grant's headquarters at Orch-
ard Knob, and Missionary Ridge.

Then eight miles away is the bpattlefield
of Chickamauga, one of the few still
uncommercialized battlefields of the
Civil War. McLemore's Cove, where old
beetle-browed Bragg could have bagged
the Union army that blundered into a
perfect trap...Dug Gap, Lee and Gordon's
Mill, the Brotherton House, scene of
Longstreet's breakthrough, the Widow
Glenn's farm site, where the opposing
forces shot at each other only yards
apart...Snodgrass House and Horseshoe
Ridge, where Thomas gained immortality,
McFarland's Gap, and Rossville, where
Rosey Rosecrans galloped back to Chat-
tanooga in his haste to escape the
Confederate tide that was rolling up
his army.
Call Charlie Splegle, make your reserv-
ations just as soon as possible.

Call 464-5335 (office)

. 1-357-1695 (hone)
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Scenes I'd Like to Have Seen
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Canada, Mexico, England, Scotland, No.
Ireland, Belgium, Switzerland, West

Germany, India, Japan, Fetherlands
Antilles, and U.S, Virgin Islands, as

In what publication currently read in
well as in 29 of our United States,
has Cleveland Civil War Round Table's
THE CHARGER recently been mentioned?

Camp Yates, near Springfield, I2linois, early in 1861:

The shabby fellow who had been walting for over an hour was finally called
into the office of Colonel Goode, commandant of the camp. Goode was a young,
bombastic, self-loving man, much more interested in using his position to
insure a good time than trying to train an unruly bunch of recruits. He was
known to call men off guard duty to join him on drunken sprees.

Goode was so incompetent that finally some of the officers of this state
volunteer regiment had gone to see their governor to inform him that they
would no longer serve under such a misfit. The result is the subject of

this scene.

T'd like to have seen the look on the face of Colonel Goode when he read the
order the seedy individual handed him. It relieved him of command and
instructed him to turn it over to the newly appointed Colonel Ulysses 5. Grani

the little fellow standing before him.

Within a month Grant had whipped the 21st Illinois Volunteers into an almost
model regiment. They were a rough and rowdy bunch, but Grant was rougher,
meting out severe punishment to the ringleaders, but gaining the men's respect
every day. He was so perniless at the time that he couldn't afford a uniform,
his only badge of authority being a rusty old cavalry saber he'd found amongs-

,some discarded articles at the state arsenal. For weeks he let his lieutgnan*
"colonel conduct regimental parades, until finally he was able to buy a uniforr
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With the news that Confederate raiders were spreading terror throughout thes

{V world, sinking shipping and attacking shore installations, New England ports

.,almost panicked, The ship- bulldlﬂ% industry in Bath, Malne, de01ded it . éﬁ;
861 '

should have protection. So, in 1 Fort Popham was built i1
(but never finished) at Popham Beach, at the mouth of the %
Kennebec River..

At the dedication of this fort, orators reminded thelr aud- E |
ience that on this same Peninsula of the Sablno, the first ggffh;g;aigﬂ,w
English colony  in New England was built in 1607. These <
colonists at Sabino were building the first ship on the new = g—w~7ii7":£2f
continent - 13 years before the Mayflower set sail. P s

The colony lasted but one year, all the colonists returning to England
-save one, who died as a result of the rough climate.

No Confederate raider ever came near Fort Pophan. The remains are still there
* 3* 3* #* *

Ohio was third in the states that supplied the most troops to the Union
armies (New York and Pennsylvaniawere first and second.) These statistics®
are interesting:

Killed in action (including officers)....6,835 There were 5,092 frec
Died Of woundsli"l P R 4 B F % & % 4 4 4 0 BB B FEE 0N IL;”?53 Negroes from Ohio in
Di@d of Disease-cc ----- LI T B R I R n----21222}“ ~trh.e Union Armyo
Drowned llllllllllllll " s &t F B B £ 4 & % §F & & & 5 8 8 ¥ 4 ?8 oo - -
Murderedtl.!!.itiiﬁlllll & 3 8 % & ¢ S5 4 £ 8B % N PR 23

SULCIAES it ersetnnvassassssssnrnesnssesss 3 #* Dyer's Compendium

Vol. 1, P. 16
O

From member Leigh Tanger, now retired in Arkansas, comes an article from

The Arkansas Democrat (Little Rock, August 15) stating that the most expen-
sive motion picture ever made for Columbia Broadcasting will go into prod-
uction in that state in September. The $15 million film will be "The Blue
and the Gray," based upon research by Bruce Catton. It will run elght hours,
be directed by Andrew J. McLagen {("Gunsmoke" and John Wayne's last six mov-
ies) and will probably open the CBS 1982 season. It will start with John
Brown's raid at Harper's Ferry and end with the assassination of Lincoln.

The story is woven around two families, North and South, the mothers being

sisters. Let's hope they stick to the facts!
¥* * * * *

Robert E. Lee's last words were supposed to have been, "Strike the tent..

break up camp....move on." They were spoken on the morning of October 12,
1870, on the campus of Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia,
# % ¥ % % '

John Barrymore's lasit words were a bit less serious. The dying actor asked
his friend, Gene Fowler, to lean over because he wanted to ask a guestion.
Barrymore whispered, "Is it true that you are the illegitimate son of
Buffalo Bill®?" )

* ¥* * * 3

Buffalo Bill spent 18 months as a Union cavalryman during the Civil
War....which has nothing to do with the above.



