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COL. 'NED' JULIAN

Col. Julian is director of the Atlanta Historical Society, yet his
background 1s Hoosier and Union, Margaret Mitchel Marsh, author of '
nGone With The lird"™, once autographed-a book to him, "Colonel Jullang
commanding officer of the last Federal parrison in Georgla,

He is a booster of Atlanta, which he thinks was far more inportant
than Richmond, both strategicaally and politically he thinks that Geor-
gia's role was at least equal to Virginia's,

He feels that had the administration at Richmond not relieved Gem.
Joe Johnston, who was defending Atlanta, the Georglan clty never would
have fallen, cr if it fell, it would have been too late to benefit
Union arms, .

Col. Julian was born ia Dixon, Nebraska, but considers himself a
Hoosier since his parents werc natives of Indiana and spent all except
brief periods of their lives there. His Grandfather Julian was chap-
lz2in of the 53rd Indiana Volunteer Infantry and his Grandfather
Cosgrove was a captain in the L4th Indiana Volunteer Infantry.

#Ned" entered the Indiane National Guard in June, 1921, and was
in military activity until retirement in 1956 when he became director
of the Atlanta Historical Society and Marzaret !dtchell Memorial Lib-
rory. He is a member of many ordcrs linked to the military service
and the Civil Yar and is spast president of the Atlanta Civil Var
Round Table,

Col. Julian holds thc Confederacy in respect and admiration and
sees the greatness and grandeur of Georgia's role in the war through
objective eyes, unclouded by local loyalities or pride of heritage.

Actually this is Col, Julian's sccond trip to Cleveland, He was
here on May 9th, 1961 speaking on the "Battle of Atlanta. Col.

Julian drove to Cleveland on this trip as he wanted to stop and visit
in Clyde and Sandusky, Ohio. ‘ _ -



THE CLEVELAND BULLETIN BOARD
NEW MEMBERS

The roundtable wishes to announce the acceptance of the following
men as regular and junior members. Congratulations and welcomee

Mr, Gary T. Rowe, 5045 Turney Rd., Cleveland, Ohio 44125 (Jr, member)
Mr. Robert M., Hawkins, 7654 South liopkins fd., Mentor, Ohio 44060
Mr. Randall B, Luke, 2680 No, Moreland Blvd., Cleveland, Ohio 44120
Mr. James J. Carroll, 21611 Kenwood Ave, Rocky River, Ohio 44116

In the Museum of the United States Military Academy is 2 giant
terrain relief mep of Stonewall Jackson's famous Shenandosh Valley
Campaign of 1862, with lipghting effects and a voice narration., The
map was presented to the Academy on September 23rd by the Stonewall
Jackson Memorial, Inc. (Jay Johns, President) and the Commonwealth of
Virginia. S R

Among the selected guests at the presentation ceremonies was our
Ned Downer, a sponsor of the Stonewall Jackson Memorial. The presen=
tation address was made: by the Superintendent of the Virginia Military
Institute and the acceptance by theé Superintendent of West Point,
Following the exercises the guests reviewed the Corps of Cadets and
enjoyed a buffet luncheon given by the Superintendent of the Point.

DECEMBER BOOK SALE -

Plans are promressing toward a December Book Sale for the Round
Table. Take official notice 211 members who might have a book or books
for sale.: Please notify our Sec¢retary Guy Di Carlo-bcfore December lst,
A flyer on-the books available at the December meectine will be mailed
to the membership with the December newsletter. HMore details at -the
November meeting, B B
DINNER RESERVATIORS

“Our meetings. will be again held on thé secand Tuesday of each month
October through iMay at the Hermit Club., Please call our Secretary, -
Guy Di Carle Jr., 771-7900 . if you plan to attend. You can. call up to
and including the meeting date. If you can make an appearance but did
not call, please come anyway. I =

OCTOBER MEETING -~ CﬁﬁHCELLGRSVILLE

Our lead-ofi speaker for the new season was a "jim-dandy". The
membership was treated to another spectacular and enlighting display
of knowledge. - The Judege did a superb job of presenting his subject,
Also a large round of admiration to the Judge's son MHark far the im-

measurable help he provided his father. Excellent, Mark,
I CIVIL WAR HUMOR

"This research far tle anniversary of the ar betwecn the States
is turning up.almost unbelievable situations. Several instances, for
example, have ‘been found of a soldier who did not have a brother on the
othe§ side,"" (From HARDTACK, newsletter of the Test Richfield, Ohio
CUIT _ _ | ‘
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SURnENDhR UF TFE C.a.S. ShENANDOAH

: The followxnm is. a‘descrlptlon of the surrender of the C,. S S.
SHENHRQOnP Itwas written by Dr. McNulty, of the Atlanta CONSTITUTION
and is taken from the book DIXIE RAIDER, as follows:

"Pilot asks us to show our flapg. Ye say we have no flag. Then
answers the scrvant of the natlons,“'Cannot zo on board your ship.!
Hurried consultation’, an anxious exchange of inquiring looks--what
shall we do now--we have but one flag--shall we raise it?

It was the flag to whieh we huad sworn allegiance. Shall we 1lift
it once more to the breeze, in defiance of the world--if needs be-=-and
defylng al¥, be ecobnstant to that cause which we had -sworn to maintain
until we knew there was no Confederacy, and that ours was in truth a
Lost Cause? Ve will, say all ‘hearts with one acclaim., And let th;s
pilot, or any other, refuse to recognize us if they wills

Then, for the last time, was brought up from its treasured place
below th¢ sacred- banner of the fair South to wave its last defiant wave
and flap its last cnsansuined flap ayainst the winds of fate, before
going forever upon the page of history. -Out upon the freec day it
flashed, 'and the far shares of Ensland seemed to-.answer its brave appeal
that the banner that had led 1, 000 000 men to many victorious battles
should now have one more and final recosnition, should once more be
recognized a flas among the flags of nations. The grim old sea-dog
tossins his boat -at stérn beholds 70 up the outlawed banner! le secs
it floatine in the wild, free air and anticipates his England 's deci-
sién that it -shell be reconniZed for this last:timé. He calls for a
llne, -swings himself over the old warship's side, and up noble HMersey,
thirteen months after departing from the Thames and just six months
lacking four days after the war cnded, sallcd the Confedarate ship of

T
war SH}N NOO“&' R R EE T

72.“1 clalm for her offlcers and men atrlumph over their enemies
and . over gvery’ obstacle~~~and for myself I ¢laim having done my’ duty,”

‘Capt. James I, Vaddell, at the
surrender .of the ShEkAhﬂOﬁH

Both articles from the Tewsletter of ThE hOHOnARY bOCIETY OF CGNFrDER-
ATE STATES OF AMERICA, Volume II, 3ept, 1966 #7.



UNCONVENTIONAL ASSAULT

The Confederates made anothcr unconventional assault on the flag-
ship MINNESOTA on April9, 1864, as she lay at anchor off FNewport News,
The daring mnd resourceful Lieutenant llunter Davidson came down the
James River, over one hundred miles, in his small stcim torpedo hoat,
the SQUIB. The prow of this vessel was fitted with a long pole on the
end of which was suspended 2 torvedo containing fifty-three pounds of
gunpowder. Slipping throush the Union fle ¢t under cover of darkness
Davidson exploded the torpedo a-ninst the side of the flazship, spring-
ing some frames ond planking, destroying a good amount of ammunition
and disabling three gun carriases, The SQUIB's torpedo pole was shat-
tered and the little vessel was hurled forcibly backwards for a con-
siderable distance, Her single-cylinder engine stalled, but her plucky
engineer, feelinz for the parts in the dark, mot her under way again,
and the SGUIB headed upstream in a shower of bullets,

The HMINNESOTA'S guardboat, the tug POFFY was unable to glve chase
because the engineer had just fed cold water into her boiler to prevent
the safety valve from blowing. Consequently, there was not sufficient

ressure of steam t0 work the ship at the moment the emergency arose,
The POPPY had been ordercd not to blow steam through her safety valve
when lying by the flagship; this to avoid noise.) It was nearly half
an hour befo:re the tug's crew could raisc enough steam to get under way.
So the SLUUIB made an easy escape, carrying Davidson and his crew of
8ix safely buck up the James River to their base just below Richmord.

The above excerpt is from No, 6 (FOiT HMONROE IN THI CIVIL WAR) in a

series of the TALES OF CLD FOIT KOAIOE.
I EEEE EEE Y.

Like her namesake, the STONEVALL stood fast, and defied the U.S.
Navy, but she never fired a shot. The Confederacy had great difficult
getting, warships from Burope. But, throush the efforts of John Slidell,
commissioner in a light-draft iron-clad, with a deadly ram, was secured.
Originally the SPHYNA, she was built at Bordeaux, measuring 172' by 33°
900 tons displacement, She was made of teak over an iron frame, with
3-1/2 inch iron armor. There were four engines driving twin oropellers,
and she could meke 13 knots., UVith two turrets, she carried three Arm-
strong riflcs--onc 300=-pounder (fore) and two 150-pounders (aft).
Pressures forced the French government to prevent sale to Conferates,
and the ship was sold to Denmark, then at war with Prussia. The war
over, the Danes would not take the ship and the Confederates were then
sold the ram. The ship sailed late in January, 1865, "Stopping at
Coruna, Spain where she ot some repairs, she was threatened by the
U.S. warships NIAGRA and SiCRAMENTO. But Commodore Thomas T. Craven,
of the NIAGRA, decided that the STONEUALL in a fisht, 'ousht to be
more than a match for three such ships as the NIAGHA,' and let her get
away. ‘/hen the ram reached Havana the war was over." Spain paid the
crew $16,000, and the ship was surrendered. She was voluntarily de-
livered by Spain to the United States in July, 1865, and was placed in
dry dock at Port itoyal. In Aupust, two years later, the STONEVALL was
sold to the Japanese for 400,000, She served in the Imperial Navy
and fought several battles as the AZUMA, or sometimes KOTETSU. She
was lost during 2 storm in the racific Ocean.

From the Newsletter of THE HONORARY SOCIETY OF CONFF.OE:L.TE STATHS OF
AMERICA, VOLUME 1I, July-August, 1966 #6.



| BiE MAN WHO_BUILT THE MERRIMAC

So very long ago it was that those two fierce monsters of wet iron,
the Monitor and the Herrimac, cxchanpged the wrathful shots and dents
that made their famous three-and-a-half hour Civil ‘/ar bottle a sea day
to remember, ‘ : :

Every schoolboy (North) knows that the ionitor won, and every
schoolboy {South) is sure thc lerrimac hsd the bettcer of it. Yhichever
way it was, the wicked looking, low ironclads forever changed the war
of navies., Steam and balls they vuffed at each other in the roiled
waters of Hampton .loads, Va., in the springz of 1862, lManeuvering, haul-
ing off, firing, turning, moving at close range, once even colliding,
they made history. . '

- The Honitor, the "cheese box on & raft," as she was called and as
she appearcd in the old history books, camec from a prosperous family.
Yes, but what about the llerrimac? She had to come from thethinestrung
resources of the South, -

Memories of men have a way of returning, as if history wanted to
repeat tham in some way, as it always does events, and that is why yes~
terday John L. Porter of Portsmouth, Va., appeared less dim apgain., He
built the Ferrimac. He gave her the iron she needed against the iron
North, dJohn L, Porter (1813~1893) was a naval constructor. He was a
designer and builder of naval craft. He worked for the federal govern-
ment, Ke offered U.S, officials an iron vessel, but they werc disin-
terested. So one day he was going to give it to the South he served,

Philip W. Porter, Sunday and feature editor of, the Plain Dealer,
was thinking of his great-grandfather and of those days as he slanced

-

at a letter the naval man wrote in 1861:

"I have converted the ilerrimac into a floating bhattery, and she
is said to be the eight wonder of the world. No nation has ever attemp-
ed anything of the kind on so larpge a scale. She is all done to putting
on the iron, which we are now a2t work on," '

This is a letter to his son-in-law, John S, iloore, in fAlabama. It
contains sketches of the iron shieldins and specifications. It tells
how an idea was put to sea. The original of the letter'is in the Cone-
federate bHuseum at Richmond. The parents of Fhil Forter and his brother
County Engineer Albert 3. Forter, left Virginiaz for Ohio in 1911, com-
ing first to Columbus and then to Cleveland. The father, Albert S.
Porter, died in 1932 back in Portsmouth; iirs, Porter died in Califor-

nia in 1946,
Great-Grandfather Porter and his work on the s:errimac are the sub-

ject of much discussion and comient, quite naturally, in many volumes,
includinz the "History of Korfolk County, Vircinia, 1861-1865,"

But the memoirs of ifartha Buxton Forter Brent--the constructor's
daughter and "Great-funt Mat" to Phil and Bert--tell, with warmth, of
John L. Porter. =

"It was while in Pittsburgh,” she wrote, "that my father offered
to the government his plan of an ironclad warship, but they apperently
thought little of the invention, or thoucht it would never be necded.”

That was in the early 1840s, and Porter lator went as constructor
to the Norfolk Navy Yard and then to the yard at Pensacola, Fla. The
war was approachins and Porter had to leave Pensacola. He came to
Vashington and finally was back at the yard in Norfolk,.

Then it was spril, 1861, ‘"Early in the next month, my father re-
ceived a letter from Lir, jiallory, secretary of the new navy, written
from Hontsomery, #£la., where the newly formed government had its .capi-
tal,™ Mrs, Brent wrote. T .

"r, dallory had been U.S, senator from Florida and had known my
father in his official capacity as a constructor at Pensacola, and he
wished him to come to Montpoméry with the view of entering the Confed-
erate navy, which he was tryinsg to form.



"After the Federals evacuated Morfolk Navy Yard, my father was
stationed there by *thré Confederate governmént . Then'he found an appor-
tunity to put into use an old idea of his own. So now he took the plans
. he had ‘kept in his sKetchbook, where they had lain for 18 years or so,

and ‘he made a model And offered it to the secretary "
- - ‘The model was approved, and it was suguested using the remains of
the frigate lMerrimac. The Federal ship had "been burned to the water's
_edge’ by the North and sunk in the Gosport Navy Yard. Speed was neces-
“sapy. It would take too lons to build one. The lHerrimac was raised
and tsken to dry dock to rec<ive her iron coatinge. ‘Jould she float?
Many said no,  Forter said yes. ©She floated. She was renamed the
Virginia, " The Merrimac~Virginia fousht the Iionitor, built in the win-

ter of 1861-1862, to a draw on March 9, 1862, in the roadstead.
Both vesqels retired from the scene. Both had been hit many tlmes,

the heavy armor plates dented. Each side asserted the other had suf-
fered the worst blows. Certainly, the ironclads created a new era in
the naval’ hastory of the world. The era of wooden ships was over.

The iHonitor foundered. off Cape Hatteras, N.C., on Dec. 31,
1862. 'She never hus been found, although many attempts have been mide
to 1o§ate her. There have been rewards for anyone who can locate the
vessel.

The Merrimsc--the name has stayed with her to the end-~was sunk by
the Confederates when they evacuated Norfolk and were not able to take
her with them up the James River. That was lay, 1ll, 1862,

John L. Porter, according to Mrs. Brent's repart, later was in
Korth Carolina, "directing the construction of more ironclads that were
to meet the usual faté of his work for the South; that is, blown up to
prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy.r Back in Virginia,
Porter had a contract to build an oyster nivy:boat, ifterward he was
appointed superintendent of ‘the ferry: between korfolk and Portsmouth.
He held tint post until his death. -

Since this§ is the story of Porter's Ferrzmac, 262 feet 9 inches
long, drawings 22 feet when ready for .action, it must end with a report
on the famous Hampton Roads encagement of the spring of 1862 from the
Committee on Naval Affairs. of the Bouse of .epresentatlves in washing-—
ton, dated May 31, 1884: -

"A1l of the evidence leads us clearly to the opinion that the Moni-
tor, after her engagement with the Herrimac on the 9th of March, de-
clined apain to cngage her, thouzh offered the opportunity, and that
so great doubt existed with the United States naval and mliitﬁry au-
thoritics as to -the power.of the Honitor to meet successfuly the llerri-
mac that orders were ziven to her commander by thc President not to
bring on an engogement. It also appears that the llerrimac, so far from
being serlously 1n3ured was enabled after the engagement to protect
the approaches to ﬁorfolk and lLichmond until after the evacuation,

"ie assume that the proof shows that the only serious damage suse-
tained by the ierrimac. was inflicted by the Cumberland and that the
Merrimaec wemt back to horfolk, where her adversaries were out of her
reach, and, they being in. shoal water and ghe, on account of the rreat
depth of water which she drew, unable. té attack them, went into dock
for repairs, and apgain camc out and offered battle, which was refused."

John L, Porter's iron had done well.- : .

This article was written by Georse-J. Bdrmann and appeared in Sunday,
CLEVEIA ND PLAZN DE§LFR, October 9, 1960 o

%ok R R R % K ok RTR %K

CONFEDERATE NAVY

The flrst torpedoes in naval warfwre were devised by Isaac Ne
Brown, a Confederate Naval Commander of the steamram ship "Arkansas®,



ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S CAMPAIGN
© AGLINST THE MERRIMACK

Abraham Lincoln was worried! The great campaign to win the war
had been stalled. Lincoln had always been against lMajor General George
B, licClellan’s plan to capture Richmond by landing the Army of the Poto-
mac at Fort Monroe and advancing up the Virginia Peninsula. And now
McClellan's miphty army had been sitting before Yorktown for a full
month, . The incessant calls of this glamorous seneral for reinforce-
ments did not reassure the uncasy President, Casting an ominous shadow
over the whole picture was the Jlerrimack, Although check by the MONI-
TOR in the historic battle of lMarch G, 1862, the dreaded Confederate
ironclad was still afloat and lurking around Sweell's Point (today the
Naval Base)., So long as the MERRIMACK was a factor to be reckoned with,
Commodore Louis M. Goldsborough, in command of the Union fleet in Hampw
ton Roads, refused to send adequate naval support to General ficClellan,
Without the support of the guns of the flect, FeClellan would not make
an assault on the Confederate fortifications, So here was the situatior
the army, some twenty miles up the Peninsula, at 2 standstill before
Yorktown; and the flect, at the tip of the Peninsula, clustered around
Fort Monroe, watching the MERRIMACK in Hampton Loads. Truly a stalemate

Lincoln deecided to go down to Fort lMonroe "to ascertain by person-
al observation whether some further visilance and vigor might not be
infused into the operations of the army and navy." Just as he was about
to leave Yashington, news came from ifcClellan that the Confederates had
unexpectedly evacuated Yorktown and were withdrawing toward illiamsburg
ficcompanied by Secretary of the Treasury Salmon F, Chase, Secretary of
“ar Edwin M. Stanton and Brigadier General Egbertl., Viele, Lincoln left
Uashington just before dusk, ilonday, May 5, 1862, Ten or fifteen miles
below Alexsndria, their ship, the revenue steamer MIAMI, cast anchor
because it became too dark for the pilot to sec his course, At 3 A.M,,
Tuesday, May 6, they werc again on their way. At noon they were tossing
on Chesapeake Bay. - : :

The President tried to eat lunch, but soon gave.up, saylig he was
too uncomfortable, He stretched out on a locker. The rest of the party
kept on eating although the plates slipped here and there ard the
glasses fell over and rolled about, The MIAMI now had all its sails
set and with the help of wind and steam was movingi:along at twelve knots
is night besan to fall, the wind died away. For some reason the fires
burned low under the boilers. The travelers were irked by the slacken-
ed speed. It was not until between 8 and 9 P.Mes that the MIAMI reached
Fort lonroe, Stanton sent for Major General John E. 'Jool, commanding
Fort Monroe, who soon came on board with members of his staff,

Although it was now late, it was decided to-confer at once with
Commodore Goldsborourh, It would have been difficult to bring'the
MIAMI alongside the flasship MINKESOTA in the darkness, so the party
went in a tug to where the pgreat ship lay just off Fort Monroe. The
President went up the panpway first. Clase, who was senior to Stanton
in the cabinet, climbed up next, They were received cordially by
Commodore Goldsborough, who askcd Chase about his- daughters Jantet and
Katie., The =roup conferred earnestly abow the dreaded MERRIMACK, whos¢
presence was immobilizing the Union fleet in Hampton Roads. It was
late when the President and his party returned to the MIAMI.

The next marning, Wednesday, lay 7, the [prty arose early. They
were not due to breakfast with General "Jool until ¢ A¥M, Stanton pro-
posed that they visit the VANDERBILT before breakfast. So the MIAMI'S
boat was lowered and they were rowed over to where the rreat steam
yacht lay at anchor. Her bow had been strengthened with heavy timbers
plated with iron so that she could ram the MERRIMACK should the Con=~
federate ironclad venture down to Fort lMonroe, Lincoln and his compan~-
jons stood in the VANDERBILT!S whéelhouse and looked through one of her
great sidewheels,



Made of wrousht irom, it was forty-two feet in diameter and weighed over
one hundred tons. On the way back they were rowed around the NONITOR
and the. STEVERS that they might have a look at these two Union ironclads

- The President and his party landed at the Old Point Comfort “harf,
Ais they.approachied the iain Sallyport of the fort, the guard was turned
out and a salute. of twenty-one suns was fired from the distant Water
Battery. On the beautiful parade ground studded with ancient live oak
trees, -the Fort Monroe garrison was in formation. “hen Lincoln came
~into view the band struck up "Hail to the Chief," The troops presented
“arms and, the bystanders checred. The party then lad breakfast with Gen
Jool in Quarters No. 1, the graceful old house which stmads just inside
the East Gate of Fort Monroe. After breakfast they were taken on board
the MONITOR and the STEVENS, then over to the isldnd fort on the south
side of the channel known as the Rip Raps, or Fort ‘ool. Then they re~
turned to Fort lonroe where anciher conference was had with Commodore
Goldsborough, who Had come ashae for that pw pose., .

The MERRIMACK was now seen around Sewell's Point and it was thought
thet she mipght engage the MONITOR. The military review, which had been
ardered at Camp Hamilton was called off, But the MELRIMACK did not dve
battle. General Yool then proposed that the Fresident and his om~
panions ride aver to Camp Hamilton anyway. Lincoln and Clase rode on
horseback.  Stanton rode ina carriage. General Vool and his staff in
their blueuniforms formed the most brilliant part of the cortege. As
they rode throush Camp.Hamilton General ool gave orders to get the
regiments ready for a review. in the meantime- the narty rode on to the
ruins of Hampton, which had been burned by the Confederates in 1861,
They were saddened by the bare, blackened. dnd crumbling walls., They
viewed the ruins of the Court House and St.:John's’ Church. Crossing
back over Hampton Creek, they saw the summer home of ex-President John
Tyler ani-somec other fzne houses, which were intact, &8 the Confederate:
had not crossed the creek when-they set fire:to the town. -

Arriving back at Camp Hamilton, they saw. .the:tvooprs drawn up in
formztion. The troops passed in réview, cavalry first, then regiment
after regiment of infantry: "After the review, the party rode on toward
the fort, but one regiment.had drawn up in, line. The’ colonel and his
men were pleased when the: -President rode along the line with his head
uncovered. This inspired sreat enthusiasm,

ieturning to juarters No. 1, a.conference was held. It was decid-
ed: that an attempt must be made ta capture Norfolk, the base of the
MERRIMACK. Deprived of her base, the MERRIMACK would be forced to with-
draw up the James River to lichmond or else attempt to run past Forts
Monroe and Jool and Goldsborourh's fleet into Chesapeake Bay. Lineoln
also issued an order to Commodore Goldsborough to send the GALWNA and
two gunboats up the James iiver toward Richmond to support General
McClellan who Was now pressing after thé Confederates northwest of -
williamsburg. Lincoln and Stanton remained at Ludrters No. 1 while
Cle se and General Viele went back to the MIAMI to spend the night, .

The next morning, Thursday, May .8, President Llncoln summoned ‘
Commodore Goldsborough to a. conference at Juarters Xo. 1. It was deter-
mined to attack the battcries on Sewell's Point,- and, under cover of
the bombardment, troops from Fort Fonroe would be landed for a march
on Norfolk. Llncoln Chasg and Stanton went ‘over to Fort ‘Yool to
watch the action, The SEMINOLE, S,N JACINTO, DAKOTA, SUSQUEHANNA, .
MONITOR AND ST:VENS opened. flre on Sewell's Point. In this they were
joined by the large suns on Fort iJool. Before long the small battery
at the extreme end of Sewell's Point. w:s silenced. The fire was then
directed on a battery inside the Point, ‘lhile this was poing on, smoke
was seen curling over the woods on Sewell’s Point five or six miles
from its termination.. The men on Fort /ool said, "There comes the
MERLIMACKI" The Fresident and his pa rty left tho island fort. Just
as they were stepping ashore at Fort Honroe, the MEIRIMACK came out



from behind Sewell's Point, : ilthough the troops had already becn em-
barked at Fort lfonroe, it was obviously no use to attempt a landing on
Sewell's Point while the FURRIMGCK lay protecting it. - The soldiers
were, therefore, removed from the transports,

It was only too apparent that the landing must be attempted at a
place where the MERRIMACK could not interfere. This would have to be
east of Sewell's Point on Chesapeake Bay. Since the channel from Hamp-

_ton Roads into Chesapeake Buy lay between Fort HMonroe and Fort lYool,

it was not likely that the MERRIMACK would try to run past the forts.
*ith her slow spe.d, the Confederate ironclad would be subjected to a
murderous cross~fire from the big guns of the forts, which could very
well criple her, In addition to the regular armament of the two forts
there wos a 15-inch Hodman gun.on the beach at Fart lMonroe which had
been specially made for use against ironclad ships. It was known as
the Lincoln Gun and stood in battery with a 12-inch rifled piece known
as the Union Gun. fnother consideration which ecould be expected to holc
back the MFRRIMACK was that her depcrture from Hampton loads would
leave the city of Norfolk at the mercy of the Union ironclad MONITOR.

The question was just where on the Chesapeake Bay share should the
landing be made? The next day, Iriday, iay 9, Chase, General ‘ool and
Colonel Thomas J. Cram set out with the HIAMI and a tug to make a re-
connaissance of the shore line east of Sewell's Point. They arrived
at a place called Ocean View, the MIAMI going in to within 500 yards
of the shore, the tug to 100 yards. OSome boats were sent out to as-
certain the denth of the water. “'hen they were very necar the shore
they suddenly pulled away. The men said they had seen an enemy picket,
and fearins an ambush; they pulled off to avoid being fired at. The
order was given to return to Fort Monroe, but "just as they were moving
off, a white flas was secn waving over the sand bank on shore. General
“Jool ordered that it be answercd at once, which was done by fastening
a bed sheet to the flag line, and running it up. Thereupon, some Negro
women.and children appeared . on:the. shore, c :

Fearin~ a ruse, Chase sent two boats ashorc with armed crews.
Chase saw Colonel Cram talking. with these people while some of the men
were walking about on the beach., Presently one boat came back to the
ship, Chasc saw that the Neproes were soing back up the sand bank,
and Colonel Cram wss preparing to return with the other boat. Thinking
that these people might have desired to go to Fort ilonroe and had been
refused, Chase went ashare in the bhoat that had just returned. It
turned out that none of these persons, onc of whom was & whitc woman
living ncarby, desired to go te Fort lionroe., So Chase and the others
returned to the ship. At any rate, they had discovered a good landing
place, no more than five or six miles from Fort llonroe, capable of re-
ceiving any number of troops and communicating with Norfolk by passable
roads. . - D

. Back at Fort lonroe, Chese found Lincoln talking to a pilot and
studying a mep. The President tho gsht there was a nearer lendins place
and wanted to £o to see it. They started out again, taking with them
a large boat and sbout twenty armed soldiers from Fort .jool. Lincoln
and Stanton went on thetus and Cla se on theé MIAMI., ‘hen tley came to
the place Lincoln wished to sec; the bt from Fort Wool and a bout
the MIAMI were filled with armed men and sent toward the shorce. A1l
of the suns of the MIAMI were trained on the & ore. Before tle boats
could land, several Confederate horsemen appearedion the beach, -Chase
gent amssage to Lincoln asking if the MIAMI should fire on the horsemen,
Lincoln said ne, After their return to Fort Monroe, it was decided
that an advance should te.made from one of these two landinpg pliaces,
General ool preferred the onc that he himself had visited, so Ocean
View was selected as the landing place. Four regiments were loaded at
once into transports at Fart lonroe. : :

The troops landed without interference. Lireoln, Chase, Stanton



and. General ‘fool went to Ocean.View next morning, Saturday, May 10,
They found the troops hed already gone forward. Chase and General Vool
followed the troops, " Lincoln and Stanton returned to Quarters No, 1
at Fort Monrce to await results.. Led by General Vool, the troops adv

TR L S lat s . | an-
ced overland to Norfolk, where they were met by layor :Jilliam /., Lamb,
who formally surrendered the city. The Kavy Yard was found in flames,
fired by the Conféderates just before they had evacuated the city. Late
that .eévening, "almost ‘midnight, Chase and General ‘Yool returned to Fort
Monroe, - They went straight to the Fresident's room at Quarters No. 1
with . tle good news, "Norfolk is oursl™ Stanton was so delighted that
he bhugged the dignified General Yool.

All got up early the next morning, Sunday, lay 11, for Lincoln had
decided to return to Jashington at 7 o'clock. As the narty was sitting
in the parlor of Quarters lo. 1, Commodore Goldsbhorough came in the
room with the electrifying news that the Confederates had blown up the
MERRIMACK just off Craney Island at § AM. After two months of terror,
the Confederate monster was no more! Lincoln wanted to see the site of
the destruction for himself, He also wanted to pgo up the Elizabeth
River to make sure that the channel to Norfolk was:not obstriucted. The
U.S.S. BALTIMORE, on which the party was to return to Yashington, took
them over to Craney Island, then up the Elizabeth River. At Norfolk
they found that the MONITOL, STEVENS and SUSQUZHANNA had preceded them,

Now that the MELRRIMACK was no more, the entire Union fleet could
be sent up the James and York Rivers to support General McClellan's ¢
campaisn against Richmond. After a very brief stop at Fort Monroe, the
BALTIMORE carried the President back to “Jashington. "So ended 2 brilli-
ant week's campaign by the President,” as Chase wrote to one of his
daughters. For a more extensive account of this interesting episode
in the life of ibraham Lincoln, read Chester D, Bradley, "President
Lincoln's Campaipgn against the MERRIMACK," JOURNAL OF ME ILLINOIS STATE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Spring of 1958, :Vol., LI, Wo..l, pages 59-85,

The above article is No, 9 in a series of thé TALES OF OLD FORT HONROE.
We are indebted to Dr, Chester D, Bradley, Co~-Chairman & Curator of the
Fort Monroe Casemate Iluseum :for "his cooperation in the usc of this mat-
erial. ‘ e ’ : R
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. s - OLD BEESWAX -

~ 'Rear Admiral Raphael Semmes, notable captain of the C.5.5. ALABAMA,
received a gift of a beautiful sword and a mammouth Confederate flag
from a noble English lady, The:flag was made by her own hands from the
richest silk and there wasn't a spot on the pure white field. The
battle cross and the stars, when unfolded, flashed as brightly as ever,
Said Admiral Semmes, "Thses two gifts shall be precious heirlooms in
my family to. remind my descendants, that, in the words of FPatrick Henry,
tI have doné my utmost to preserve their liberty.t” ,
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CeSe5. VIRGINIA

"It will be rémembered the the VIRGINIA was a novelty in naval
architecture, wholly unlike any ship that ever floated; that her hea-
- viest guns were equal novelties in ordmance; that her motive power .and
obedience to her helm were untried, and her officers and crew strangers,
comparatively, to the ship and to each other; and yet, under all these
disadvantages, the dashing courage znd consummate professional abil-
ity of Flag Officer Buchanan and his associates achieved the mst re-
markable victory which naval annals record."
««Secretary HMallory on the destruction of U.S.S. CONGRESS & CUMBERIA ND



.~ The GEORGIA, cruiser of short-lived fame, was a Confederate steamer
which: reided United States commerce on the high seas. The JAPAN, as the
ship was originally named, was built in 1862 as a fast merchantman. The
. JAPAN bad & round stern, iron frame, fiddle-bow fipurchead, short, thick

funnel, and full poop. The ship wes brig rigped, and was clipper-~built,
- weighing 600 to 700 tons. Her length was 212 feet and she was 27' wide.
8 . The-Confederate Government, represented by lMatthew Fontaine Maury,
purchased the ship at Dumbarton, Scotland, in March of 1863, On the lst
of April, the JAPAN devarted from Greenock, Inglandi, reputedly bound fe:
the East Indies 'and carrying a crew of fifty who had shipped for g voyag
to Singapore. Off Ushant, France, she rendezvoused with the Confederatc
steamer ALAR, and took on guns, ordnance, and other stores. The cruiser
had armament consisting of five mounted guns--two 100 pounders, two 24~
pounders, and one 32-pounder, Under the command of Commander Yilliam
‘Lewis F, Maury, on 9th April 1863, the ship was placed in commission as:
the C.5.,5. GEORGIA, and, at 10:45 a.m., she hoisted tlx Confederate
colors. Her orders read to prey against United States shipping where-.
“ever found. On 25th Aoril, her first prize, the DICTATOR, was taken.
The rest of the day was spent in transferring provisions, etc., and re-
plenishing the raider's coal supply, which happened to be the DICTATOR
“principal cargo. On the following day, the vessel was set fire to and
abandoneds - - @}

On 13th lMay, the GEORGIA came to anchor off Bahia, Brazil, where
she was in for quite a pleasant surprise., Admiral Semmes, of the C.5.5.
ALABAMA, described it as follows: V...an officer came below to inform
me that a strange steamer of war had entered during the night, which as
yet had shown no colors. I directed our own colors t6 be shown to the
stranger~~for the regular hour of hoisting them had not arrived-~and the
reader may judge our our delight when we saw the Confederate States flag
thrown to the breeze in reply by the newcomer. It was the GEORGIA, Com-
mander Lewis F, Maury, on a cruise like ourselves against the enemy's
commerce, She had come in to mect her coal ship, the CASTOR, which had
been ordered to rendezvous here,"

Private signals were exchanged with tke ALABAIMA and in the morning,
the GEORGIA docked inshore. The President, seeing another Confederate
steamer arrive, became, as can well be imagined, nervous lest he should
be compromised in some way and be called to account by the Emperor, In
addition, the "little gadfly of a Yankec consul® was buszzing around him.
Permission was denied to the GEORGI.A to receive ¢oal from her trans-
port, but it was possible to land the coal and then pick it up, &8 any
other cozl. To complicate matters for the Brazilians, news was receiv-
ed that the FLORIDA had arrived at Pernambuco. Hiuch to the relief of
the President of the Province of Bahia, the ALABAM: informed him that
she was ready to put to sea. The GEORGIA tlen sent some 500 pounds of
powder to the sister raider. On 22nd Hay, the GEORGI: hoisted in all
boats and prepared fa sea.  On 3rd June, the GEOLGE GRISUOLD, of New
York, was captured, but was released, under a $100,000 ransom bond. On
tre thirteenth, the American:-GOOD HOPE, wes boarded and taken. The
prize was valued at $20,000, andher cargo at $45.000, Provisions and
stores were taken on. Phe prizc, on the follwokng day, was sc¢t fire an
abandoned. On the.same day, the S.We LEAVER was permitted to proceed
on voyage, on reclease bond of 30,000, -with a cargo of machinery for the
Russian government,: Paroled prisoners were sent aboard., Near Trinidad
Island, on the 25th of June, the cruiser steamed in chase of tle ship
CONSTITUTION, which was:laden-with a:cargo of -coal. Coaling from the
anchored ships wént. on until the 7th:of July. On 27 June, colors were
at halfemast upon hearing of the death of lMaj. Gen. T.ds "Stonewall®
Jackson., On the 28th, the CITY OF BATE was boarded and captured. After
transferring the crew of the CONSTITUTION, the CITY OF BATH was releasec



on bond for $40,000. On the 8th of July, the CONSTITUTION was set fire
to, and the GBOLGIA holsted anchor and set to sea. Un 16th July, the
ship PRINCE OF WALES was captured and subsequently released on bond for
$40,000,. On 26th August, after recrossing thc Atlantic, the raider
anchored in Simon's Bay, Cape Colony, in the Union of South Africa.
Here, the GEORGIA took on coal and provisions, and received some repairs
'On 31lst August, the JOEN UATTS was captured and bonded for $30,000,
Heading north, the BOLD HUNTER was captured on the 9th of October. On
the fifteenth, the GEORGIA arrived at Teneriffe (Santa Cruz) wherc she
took on coal. and supplics. On 28th October, the cruiser anchored in
Cherbourg llarbor, France. #ll told, on her voyage, the GEORGIA cap~
tured nine ships belonging to the United States. On 7th November, the
new national ensign adopted by tle Congress of the Confederate States
of America was hoisted. {This was tle Second National or "Stainless
Banner®.) .

On the 1%th of January 1864, Commander Maury asked to be relieved
from the command of the GEORGIA because of ill health, Lieutenant '/,
E. Evans was given command of the vessel., "hile the cruiser was under-
going repair at Cherbourg in late January, it was decided to shift her
armament to the C.3.5. RAPPALANKOCK, Orders were received from Flag
Officer Barron to proceed to sea and rendezvous with the RAPPAHANNOCK,
in order to "transfer the armament and all warlike equipment™ to that
ship. This was never effected and the GEORGIA was moved to an anchor-
age threec miles below Bordeaux. On the 2nd of lay 1864, she was taken
to Liverpool and sold on the first of June, to a merchant of that cit-,
all of this under the protests of Charles F. Adams, United States
lMinister to Great Britain. The steamer again put to sea on 1llth Aug-
ust, and four days later was captured by the frigatc NIAGIA, off Portu-
gal, She was subsequently sent into Boston, where she was condemned
and sold as a "lawful® prize of the United States.

She was documented as a United States merchant vessel in New
Bedford, lassachusetts, 5Sth fupgust 1865. ,

The GFORGIA was known originally as the JAPAN. Vhen sold to the
Confederate States, shc was commissioned the C€.S5.5. GEORGIA. Early in
her career, she was erroneously called the VIRGIRIA by Union writers,
and it was thought that they were two ships until descriptions of her
were clarified from accounts of the crew of the captured DICTATOR.

Article from the Newsletter of THE HONORARY SOCIETY OF THE CONFEDERATE
STATES OF AMERICA, Vol. II, July=-August, 1966 #64
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SUBMARINES IN HAMPTON ROADS

"A rebel infernal machine," to use the indignant expression of
HARPER'S WiEKLY, attempted to blow up the Union flapship MINNESOTA off
Fort Monroe on the evening of October 9, 1861, The attempt failed be=~
cause the two men in the hand-operated submarine mistook the MINNESOTA'E
grappling line for her anchor chain. Thinking they were under the hull
of the ship, they floated the submarine upward to attach a torpedo, but
instead came to the surfaece. They quickly resubmersed, but not before
the MINNLSOTA'S puard boat had sounded an alarm. The Confederate sub-
marine made its escape to the shore wherc it was carted back to Norfolk.

The irate HARPLL'S “RLLKLY cdneluded its narrative with this warn-
ing to the szucy Confedcrates who had dared to attack the mipght flage
ship MINNESOTA below her water line: "It is possible that befare the
time arrives for a fresh experiment with this machine the rebels at
Norfolk may have occupation for their ingenuity nearer home., Commodore
Goldsborough and his officers may perhaps have a little "infernal
machin%" of their own, with which rebeldom may possibly make acquaine
tance,



