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Qur speaker this month is Associate Professor of History at
Hiram College. When asked about his personal background, he wrote,

"I am married, have two little girls, live over in Hudson and have been
teaching at Hiram in the history department since 1970. As for the
academic stuff, I was an undergraduate at Bates College, then received
& second degree from Cambridge University and finished up my doctorate
"at Princeton. My real research specialty is colonial politics, but I
am also keenly interested in Western Reserve history, and this year
I am directing a National Endowment for the Humanities pilot project
at Hiram which links Western Reserve architecture and history in our
curriculum.” *
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The April Meeting

Ladies' Night last month was well-attended and from all reports every-
one enjoyed the social hour, the steak dinner and the entertainment.

Bernie Drews made a fine M.C., and the Civil War songs sung by Martha
Schrock and Ethel Taylor, beautifully accompanied by Margaret Denton were
plaintive, nostalgic and much appreciated.

The Magician was fortunate in obftaining the volunteer services of Bob
Bayless, Ken Callahan, John Drinko and Jim Chapman, each of whom provided
an act in himself, much to the amusement of the members and the assistants'

ladies. "Laughter born of bewilderment" seemed to be the reaction. Great Fu
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At the time this writer was
an undergraduate at Hiram Col-
lege a movement was afoot to
change its name to Garfielad
College, honoring the 20th Pres-
ident and one-time teacher and
President of Hiram Eclectic In-
stitute. Delving into Garfield's
military career this sophomore
came to the conclusion that The
Great Man had been a poor gener-
al and had used a blown up
incident to gain the White House.
So said sophomore helped circul-
ate a student petition to block
the name change. Certainly other
forces at work accomplished the
obgectlve.
in the next 47 years haven't
changed my opinion.

Latest books on James A. Garfield
are:

Garfield by Allan Peskin, Kent

_ State U. Press, 1978, and The
‘Garfield Orbit, by Margaret
‘Leech and Harry J. Brown, Harper
and Row, Publishers, also 1978.

NEW OFFICERS

1980-81. Officers

‘President = - Charles Spiegle
Vice-Pres. - Harrison Prost
Secretary -~ Tom Geshke(2nd term)
Treasurer -~ John Harkness " ¥

Executive Commititee: Robert

Bayless and John Tormey
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"Lincoln.
- magic he included ventriloquism, pup-

but subseguent readings

Famous Stage Magicians
Durmg the Cl\ul War

Amusing incidents in the careers
of contemporary magicians add to the
human interest stories that make up
the massive history of the Civil War.

While more could be named, five
outstanding magicians appeared on the
American stage just prior to and during
The Rebellion. Four of these were
foreigners and one, John Wyman, Jr.,
a native American.

Wyman, whose successful career
started in the second quarter of the
19th Century and exfended into the
second half, was the first American-
born magish to present a full even-
ing's stage performance.

Known as "Wyman the Wizard}) his
popularity took him to the White
House for performances on many occas-
ions. He appeared for Presadents Van

Buren and Filmore and four times for
In addition to his stage

petry and a trained dog in his show.
He was the first magician to present
mediumistic tricks such as slate writ-
ing and floating tables.

Wyman was a very pleasant man, gen-

- erous in his charities and noted for

his integrity, yet little is known
about him, for he never indulged in
wide publicity or advertising.

Quite the contrary was the Scots-
man, John Henry Anderson, who was
probably the most flamboyant publicist
in the history of the Mysterious Art.
Even the late Houdini acknowledged it.

Anderson arrived in San Francisco
in 1859 to start a second triumphant
tour of this country's major cities.
He was a world celebrity by then,
having performed for King Christian VII]
of Dermark, King Oscar I of Sweden,
King Frederich of Prussia, Queen Vict-
oria at Balmoral Castle and the Czar
of Russia at the Winter Palace. For
years he had drawn crowds in the princ-
ipal cities of Europe, Asia, and
Australia ,

He would herald his appearances in a
city by plastering it with huge bill-
boards, signs, posters and handbills.At
one time his "paper" appeared on the
cliffsides of Niagara Falls, and on an-
other occasion, it is sald, on the sides

of the Pyramids. ~continued or page Z



Mini 2-Day Field Trip Looks Great Y

Farl Hoover and John Tormey have planned, scouted and arranged an ex-
citing two-day field trip for members and their wives on Saturday and
Sunday, June 16 and 17. It is a tour of Ohio's historic C.W. places.

Leaving by charter bus (time and place to be announced at May 8th
meeting), the first stop will be Millersburg, where, at Ft. Fiasco armed
Copperheads were dispersed by Union forces. Then to Gambier, Kenyon Col-
lege, associated with Edwin Stanton, R.B.Hayes, Samuel Mathews and the DKE
Fraternity. This latter enters the picture because member George Hoagland
has a 1910 DKE roster showing that at the outbreak of the C.W. the son of
General John Hunt Morgan, Thomas, was a member at Kenyon then. A few miles
west ig lovely old Mt. Verhon, where Clement Vallandigham gave his seditious
speech on its square, and was arrested for same. The group will visit the
antigque-filled beautiful Curtis mansion here. Also home of Dan "Dixie" Emmett

On one of the days the group will have the opportunity of enjoying a
gourmet smorgasborg at Bellville, said to be one of the finest in the counitry
They will probably stay overnight at Granville Inn, in Granville, Ohio, home
of Denison University. Other places on the itinerary include Westerville
and the home of Benjamin Handy, composer of "Darling Nelly Gray." Somerset,
birthplace of General Phil Sheridan, and Lancaster, home of General William
Sherman.

Cost of trip will be somewhere between $75 and $100 per couple. The above
‘ is just the bare bones...there is much more, about which you will be notified
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/g\{; Rear Actions at Shiloh

VDuring the confugsed and bloody charges on ‘the Union 1;n@_at the Peach
Orchard during Shiloh's first day of battle, a young Illinois cannoneer
of Williard's battery was suddenly stunned by a sharp blow in the seit of

D s By e his pants. Angrily whirllng_about, he demanded from

CFoa <70 NF  a nearby lieutenant,"What did you let your horse kick
oy j Y me for?" L ; When informed that no horse had

~  Yicked him, the man grabbed his pants, and feeling
the warm blood, screamed hysterically that he was
wounded where he hadn't been kicked.

) On Williard's left several of Breckenridge's reg-
iments were closing rapidly, firing into the batiery
T from the flank. In the midst of the smoke and deafen-
A uégmﬂ ing noise, Private Enoch Colby Jr., lookgd up to see
s the enemy "within a hundred yards in plain sight, four
of their accursed flags flying, and four lines of battle deep..."

The battery hurried to get away. With difficulty, the four 6-pounder
guns and two 12-pounder howitzers were brought off the field, all except
the left gun. Every horse hitched to the gun had been shot except one,
and that horse in its fright balked at moving in any direction. Seven
cannoneers desperately grasped the trail and began slowly pulling the
cannon to the rear. "Minie balls were falling like hail" about them. Soon
five of the men had been hit and it looked as if the gun might be captured.

"Just then a Minie ball struck the horse at the root of the tail, and he
began pulling like six horses and the gun came off flying," Colby later

wrote. Wiley Sword
E oK K E R ® R ® Shiloh-Bloody April
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Letters From a Union Soldier

’ _.. Snetont
N 26 from WashinBL=2

[ IRi)] . &..wﬁoa. Hart . N nove. QPH * - - i was out <
w m Letter 1o his father oo shouldeT the Rifle any . were driven gp and th on Picket g days and oup Pict
. a't have O 1 4id no and then we .4 kers
Hw by ) R ac Canteen and ™ Bugler * sy ’ CUT Men‘drove then pacy ¥ three hours of harg fightin
. i e my Knaps 1o very €2 _ ® Back cne mile . g
MWLW 1 have to Cary is Wy o with the pand. It 187V Y cary 220 had to come back mile and a 1,2 2nd then were Flank
3 gt ut £ to ck. : i anka
£ go last night & ., cgont. they have and foug . OB Regiment was head firse s Fiked
ﬁwmm Have %0 ;s petter than S4TE than 211 ULt like horgs, 4y first dinto g¢
. i . . .
£ qusitions and Sord. MOTE regi HIS Was in the gf
n N to be ac Gun and @ long the fiment was £ireq into 8T NoOn. then our
(T84 here 3 agai 3
e gnapsac Centeed H&¥ cpjon. 1 don't RO whe enimy got right B3R At ten orelock ar pygn, b
— . 4 positions 7 she RiVET. > upen ug ght.  the 3
. a hat i s the s and Sy _
mm che Rest. it 35 gut it is mot going %0 Cros 2T men cyy right t} rounded us on three sides but "
’ : ! rou + N :
a2 jment is goiné o ink is Because from 5 &h then ang &0t out apy o4 A
Reg . en and in ‘ Our Regiment g 1. Tight, we 3
¢ write with P “illed and woungey b . ost
- “ ﬂk

on I did no t a5 it is

The letters were all written in 1862,

punctuation and .grammar are h

.tall Fj ; t e
e L. thE Reas . 5 tipping oVeT Bo . : leiting.  some of our ; ¥e Gave thep sone
= . ndy it is alway Led waanyw. this | . 1 wisy regiments lost ood
) .3t is mot VeTY Haneys a11 the men use the 1& co 4 YouU could have pypg The ¢h - £0%d many Men -1
o . . sy, mast - ; neida . do ®2ring 1a ; . y
0 ot 1 will write with it ore. it i 1ike June 1N o N Te you good., ye had Some of the R weuld rmqmﬁ
. eTe. i e ioer Tio:
L] W .o yery fine country Down ihero 58 around HeTe: Ve & hurd, tpe differens Rogi : caviess Firing 1 caver %Z
o + Ay men &S will . ] mental Bangs .
n rhere 1 mever gaw so Hany The men ¢hink the waf o'clock at night and i is o 5 were Playing 741} 12 %
Gt e : goldiers. - . e firse :
. . nded bY since wo Mmusic tha
© { completely SUITOY left alexandriy. They wonty 43 ¢ I have hurg
; i a
M not last 1CRE- fain a great victory and The o o ARy unless they
t . eport j
c . is

%m ¢ ' 101 Pesgt zmMnAws apital Hill apg fifteon Thousang e MeClelan has taken M :
©  Birec ashington awith Begune ; L. and Prisnores, fp L
o Mwam % Capt. Beckw g again this fiorning the Firing jnae 1o

: : . -

The 26 are now down to Yorktown as one of our boys
was down in alexandria and said the 26 had gone to yorktown

. I for ot i

. . - : . RS Wi EOt o say thay we took 29 N

‘Letter dated May 6th from Camp Meridian Hill . Wicks fought 1ike , litel BUns from the Reaps AV
e ti . 3

as the Rebles Have Evacuated it.

1S00T but he sajq

. .D..m.m.ﬁ a iy . .
This is a very licalthy Place Here and seems more like nd Ripeg him apey, 50 he drey his

11 sent in these extracts from the unpubl

i
of Thomas Bryden, great-great grand
the 101st New York Volunteers.

L]
{ and got
out of N
T 3 Don it alyl
Soldiering. it is nothing but fun for me to be a soldier in this nat) 02t fret apeys the money fq . safe, \g \
. ail jg ¢ ’ T the man : . MWfr
Covrtry. I am just as contented ilere as you Please. Recon I can he man, Rothing more at that carrieg our | )
m : well ang send . Present. lewis whi . ] \
o o say one thing. T have not ben in the guard House nor Punished ) 5 His love ¢4 vou a1 ite jis L
Give ’ : i

m since I enlisted and I have dun my Dutty as well as mn.u\ man be y my love 1o mother any N ‘ uﬂ

- . our af : e re .
QA m% in the Regiment and that is not what every man can say. For most, affectionate Son, . St and believe to 3
w Hu every other has Ben in The Guard llouse and ironed and The CGuard Thomas § ;

: i : ) Iyden

wm mu Placed over them with Loded gunes for Weeks it a time. But I Direct g before
o Oy

[ Recont I Best tee much, ] ] An .
= A v . > ii\}\smi o hord d Write soon

o £ i old t

=0 ' the war waM flagg
o B4 - o #0011 be gyer




 Scenes I’d Like to Have Seen

"Rxtra Billy Smith" .
leading hig 49th Va. [A&
against Apple-Ple TN
- Ridge. réﬁ =

X
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William Smith, of War-{le=¥
renton, Va. was one off . -~
the real "characters” L
in the Army of No.Va..
He acquired the sobri
guet "Extra Billy" as
a young man, when he

- ventured into the tran
portation field with al¥
contract with the U.S. .£h
Government to establisif Sz
a line of mail and pasiiix
senger post coaches '
from Washington thru ot
the Carolinas to Midgeville, Ga.. The nickname came from his frequent extra
charges made for circuitcous routes over which he carried the mails, his pay
being based upon mileage. i

As a former Congressman and Governor of Virginia, he was elected Colonel of
the 49th Virginia Volunteers in 1861 at the age of 64. High praise from
Generals Beauregard, Gordon and Early for his personal valor gave him an
exalted opinion of his own military abilities. His tactical performances
as a brigadier, especially at Gettysburg, proved otherwise. At the Battle
of Antietam he was seriously wounded by a-single volley, in three parts of
his body, one resulting in a withered arm, but refused to "leave his boys.”
Always an eccentric, he hated the "West P'inters" and wore a plug hat and
carried a large blue umbrella.

In 1864 he was reelected Governor, given a major general's commission and
gently retired to "reanimate and inspire the people with renewed hope and
Zeal.,"
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Townsend on Embalmers

Member Tom Koehl loanasd the writer a fascinating (and hard-to-get) book,
RBustics in Rebelllqn by George Alfred Townsend, Chapel Hill, 1950 ~ first
published as Campaigns of a Non-Combatant in 1866. '

Townsend was the youngest Union correspondent, first sent out in 1861 Dy
the New York Herald to cover the Seven Days. His accounts were personal,
descr}ptlvg and witty, and he soon became well-known and was given a rare
?by~11ne".1n 1865, TFollowing the war he became a familiar figure in Wash-
ington, with columns in newspapers and magazines, and wrote 20 books, some
of his novels achieving the equivalent of "best sellers."

_ After becoming wealthy and acquiring considerable property on South Mount
ain, he bullt "Gapland," ah estate at Crampton's Gap, and later was responsi
for the building of the odd Correspondent's Memorial Arch there. {On one of
our field trips, members Bob and Neville Bayless, Fred Gill and T, a day
ahead of t@e.resﬁ of the gang, came across this monstrosity and spent an hovu
or so examining 1ts unique architecture, a mixture of Moorish gateway, Romar
Aqueduct, Norman watchtower and Viectorian nightmare.) He died in 1914 at
the age of 74. ' (over)




S ! — 20 One of the many intriguing passages to be found in this
s S astute account of the people Townsend encountered and
SXELES the scenes he witnessed, was his conversation with one

! 5 " ) t# of the "melancholy" embalmers that followed the Army of

i PATD W YWY the Potomac.

| - @“J‘rh{ E;;.’I/ s - .

! TIN TRN The adventuresome reporter came across "the grim embalmer

gstanding in an outbuilding amidst a family of nwde corp-
ses. He dealt with the bodies of high officers only; for,
said he- 'T used to be glad to prepare private soldiers.
They were worth five dollars apiece. But, Lord Bless you,
/41 a colonel pays a hundred, and a brigadier general $200.
Zjﬁ{%There's lots now, and I cut the acquaintance of everybody
WM below a major. I might, 'he added, ' as a great favor do
ol oY Ya captain, but he must pay a major's price, I insist upon
=T that! Such Wwindfalls don't come every day.'”
Townsend wrote that at White House headquarters a "steam manufactory”

was erected where 20 men worked night and day to turn out hundreds of pine

boxes to be shipped nerth. He spoke of the sallow, shabbily-attired embal-

mers "with their ghostly implements who looked upon =1l others as so0 many

subjects for development of their art."

Thanks, Tom; I promise to return your book.
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 Mew CUWERT in Kews

Member Rex Corfield sent in an interesting clipping from the Miami Herald
about the opening of a new Civil War Roundtable in Naples, Fla.. The co-
founder of this new chapter is a James Madison McGarity, West Point '46

and a retired 30-year army veteran.

McGarity's hometown is Columbia, South Carolina, and both his great=great.
grandpappies were Confeds. His specialty is the burning of said city, and
one time while stationed in London, he had occasion to address the C.W.R.T.
of the United Kingdom on the subject. He was amazed to learn that his Eng- )
1ish audience knew more than he did about the incendiary incident. He

was made a 1life member.
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Great Lakes C.V. Show

Onn September 8 and 9, +he CGreat Lakes Civil War Collectors and Historians
are holding their GREAT LAKES! CIVIL WAR SHOW at the Troy (Detroit) Hilton
Inn, Troy, Michigan. Over 100 tables will feature C.W. and earlier milit-
ary memorabilia from the collections of the Midwest's most notable collegt—
ore. No flea market or non-related items will be permitted. Open to public
Sat., Sept. 8 from 9 to i and Sunday, 9 to 2. For reservations or table
registration, etc. contact: Karl L. Rommel, 737 Cloverleaf Rd., Lansing,
Michigan 48906. Items will be for display, sale or trade.

* #* ¥

Ordinarily this May issue of a newsletter would be the last until we
take up again in fall, and you would receive one around the first of Sept.
announcing the September 11th get-together with the Western Reserve Round
Table. However, I plan a mid-summer issue of the Charger so you won't be
out of rtouch for such a long period,. Contributions, especially any trips
or events touching members and their interest in the Civil War, will be

most welcome.




Anderson's magic show was as elaborate as his billing, the stage set-
tings and apparatus lavish and expensive. He was much imitated, but his -
style, personality and appearance were far superior to his competitors'.
His program included such sensational tricks as "Gatching a Bullet,"
"Suspension of a iGirl in Air " and his popular "Scrapbook,"
from which he produced an incredible number of miscellan-
eous articles, animals and a -.child. He is supposed to be
the first magician to do the rabbit from the hat trick.

As the "Napoleon of Necromancy" moved east from San Fran-
cisco, in each city his crowds began to diminish as the war
fever heated up. His run in New York City, shortly after
Bull Run, fell far short of the 100 days he had experienced
on his former American tour. Everyone said it would be a
short war; so the 50-year-old showman decided to wait it
out, and established his family in a house in the Big City,
where he became a good friend of P.T.Barnum, whom he had
met on his previous tour.

Several short tours, one into Canada, failed to make
money; but as excitement bullt up prior to McClellan's
move to Ft. lMonroe and up the Peninsula, Anderson launched
an ambitious extravaganza called "The Wizard's Tempest," a
burlesque of Shakespeare's "Tempest" with Anderson playing
the role of Prospero. The show opened at the New York Wint-
er Garden to a full house. The news that McClellan had
reached the outskirts of Richmond turned out excited crowds
night after night. But then things changed...the invincible
Army of the Potomac had been defeated, and was retreating!
The "Wizard's Tempest," with a tremendous overhead, played
a few weeks to smaller and smaller audiences and then fold-
ed.

With his savings gradually fading away, the undaunted
Scot, who had weathered two theatre fires and a bank fallure 7o
during his illustrious career, gambled his last 35,066 on a é&ukﬁhad EG BaTile
grand tour of the south, recallgng no doubt his one month of
full houses in New Orleans, in 1852. So he had new bills and
posters printed and sent his agents to rent theaters in the
major cities from Richmond to New Orleans, and sent his bag-
gage to the Southern Capitol.

Richmond was duly plastered with his signs
= d

?? and posters...but the show never opened.

wé Angry crowds tore-down the signs and tramped

on the handbilis. The Wizard was thrceaten-
ed and was happy to get his equipment back gk65;4pgmuﬂu
across the lMason-Dixon line. The tour was ax it
cancelled; Anderson returned to New York, where he sold
his wife's jewelry for passage back to England to try
to recoup his fortune.

What had happened?

Throughout his entire career, when he had first taken

London by storm after leaving his native Aberdeen, he

me Mo, had ALWAYS been known and heralded as“The Great Wizard

;Fﬁﬁﬁéjiifgfé&ﬁj of the North! How were the Richmonders” To know that it
meant Torth Scotland?

Magical historians™differ on many of the details given above, but this
writer- has set them down as he interpreted the time and events in relat-
ion to the Civil War. Article to be continued in the next Chargern
#I1lustrated History of Magic, by Milbourne Christopher, The Magician on
the American Stage 1752-187L, by Charles J. Pecor, The Magster Magicians,
by Waiter Gibson.




"Dog tags" to identify its soldiers were first issued by this government
in World War I. Civil War troops went into battle with no assurance that,
in case of death or injury, they could be identified or their ultimate
fate be known to their next-of-kin.

True, many had their names lettered on knapsacks and other items of equip-
ment, and we recall stories of Union soldiers before the desperate assault
at Cold Harbor pinning slips of paper to their blouses with names and ad-
arosses. . As the War progressed sutlers started to sell tags to the pessim-
ists, and a rather expensive gold or silver pin was advertised in Harper's
Weekly. In July, 1864, the 14th New Hampshire Infantry, passing through
Charlestown, West Virginia, on i1ts way to the Shenandoah Valley, purchased-
hundreds of brass disks from a sutler who had set up his tent by the road-
side. He stamped each disk with name, address, company and regiment. This
had become a common practise. Today Civil War dog tags are avidly collected
by buifs. No one seems 1o have ever discovercd any Confederate tags.

¥ OB W ¥ ¥ N H O N KW

As if you didn't know...the last Confederate victory and last land action
of the War was the Battle of Palmetto Ranch, Texas, May 13, 1865. . .and

the last Confederate shots Tired were from the "Shenandoah" in the Bering
Sea in late 1865. Both were insignificant actions and noteworthy only for

the dubious honor of having been the final BANGS.
. I I A T R

A proud C.W. buff, seeking information about his grandfather, from the
University of Michigan's historical collection, bragged that "Gramp's
famous Michigan cavalry unit participated in more than 100 fights and even
captured Jeff Davis." He gave his grandfather’'s name and company and asked
if there were more details that might be on file.

There were...he had deserted a week aiter he jolned up.

‘From a 1961 Battle Creek C.W.R.T. Newsletter
CIE - R - -

General Nathan Bedford Forrest was a lefty, and wore his huge razor-sharp
saber on his right side. Yet about 9 out of 10 pictures have this wrong.
even the beautiful 1i-size statue in Forrest Park, Memphls, has the sword

on the conventional left side. So what...just thought I'd mention it.
. o % ¥ ¥ O W W ¥ R ¥ OF OB

Many have seen the admirable monument to Virginians at Gettysburg, atocp of
which is Lee, astride Traveler looking out across the ground between
Seminary and Cemetery Ridges...and the dramatic statue of General Lloyd
Tilghman, killed at Fhampion's Hill and located now in Vicksburg Cemetery. .,
and the fine equestrian statue of Stowmewall Jackson on Morument Avenue in
Richmond. But how many know the name of the master sculptor who created
these? His name was F. William Sievers, well-known to students of American

art. L R R R

Talk about inflation.‘%in Richmond, 1865, eggs sold for five dollars APIECE!
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S0 our Navy has gone feminist..."Seaperson First Class"..,"Person the
}lfeboatsi" indeed. MNext they'll want to change famous names. Will
it come to William Tecumseh Sherperson, Samuel P, Heintzelperson, Thomas
J. Jackoffspring, General Stoneperson and Winfield Scott Hanparts?
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