THE CIVIL WAR ROUND-TABLE

P. 0. BOX 5028, CLEVELAND, OHIO 44101

MAY. 3087 Vole 10 No, &

— g6th Meeting
DATE: TUEZSDAY, MAY 9, 1667
SUBAECT: "THE FIGHTING MoSCOXS®
STRAKER: MRS. VILMA GEIV¥FIN

PLACE: BERMIT CLUB, DOWCE CCURT
PRELIMIMARIES: 6 PM DINNER 7 PM

- T Y T

Tib FICATIKG MN¢COOKS

"While lying ill in an ambulancc near Salem, Alabama, Auvgust,
1862, Brigadier Ceneral Robort HeCook was shot to death by Confede-
rate sunerilias, His broither Charles was killed at Bull Run. Col,
Daniel, Jr., ancther brother, was mortaily wounded leading an attack
on Kenesaw cicuncaine. The cldest brother, Latimer, a major, died in
1£69 of Civil Yar wounds. Another brother, John James, an Annapolis
graduate, had died of fever on & naval vessel off 3outh america in
1842, Tneiv father, Major Daniel MeCeook, died of wounds reccived
fighting Moprpants Raiders. Six caswalities in this single family from
the little village of Carreliton, Chio. The four other MeCook bro-
thers served their country and survived. George was a brigadier genc=-
ral., Alcxander, a West Pcintor, and Edwin, an Annapolis graduate,
both attained the rank of major generals. John James, enlisting at
scventcen, loft the army as abrevet colonel, John IMcCook, brother
of Daniel; Sr., settled in Stcubsnville and reared a family of five
more M"Fichting Ficlcoke, inclading two generals. The home of the
"Tribe of Dan," erected in 1837, stands on Carrcllten’s public square,.
It contains peried furnishings and adisplay of Civil ar and MeCook
family memcravilio. Opon to the public, it is administered by the
Ohio Historical Socicty.™
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JCUN BROVN_AND THE HARPERSS TFERDY RATD

v

Onr April mecting was a rousing sueccess due to the fine efforts
of our speaker and fellow roundteébic member, Dr, Kenneth Callahane
Ken started bhis talk by acqualinting the mcnbership with the backsround
oi John Browun and his assoeciation with the Westera Rescrve. This in
itself would have made a fasecinating talk. Ken's taped talk was
besutifully accompanied by slides of the aress, places and personalie
ties given in the text of the talk, A finc job Ken.



THE CLEVELAND BULLETIN BOARD

OUR _ROUNDTABLE DECADE

I thought our membership mipht enjoy reviewing with me some of
the past programs. The ncw members because they are unfamiliar with
them and the charter members might enjoy a bit of neuralgia.

1957-58  President: Ken S. Grant (died April, 1957)
George Farr Jr.

*JAN 8 CIVIL LAW IN SOUTHERN COURTS. .
*FFB 19 PEA PATCH ISLAND: o 6 o o o o &
MAR 21 CIVIL WAR INFLUENCE ON THE
SOCIAL & POLITICAL OUTLOCK .
*APR 18 STONEWALL JACKSON'S SHENANDOAH
VALLEY CAMPAIGN. . .
*MAY 27 CIVIL WAR IN BRONZE & STONE . .
*SEP 18 DRED SCOTT - AGENT OF DECISION.
OCT 8 SUNDRY EXPERIENCES IN REFIGHTING
THE CIVIL WAR . + . & « «RALPH NEWMAN
NOV 2 THE GALLANT IRS. STONEWALL. . . . » HARNETT KANE
DEC 3 LETTERS OF BILLY YANK &
JOHNNY REB . .+ « « oBELL I, WILEY
*JAN 20 GETTYSBURG~I'D HAVE SACKED THEM BOTH . ,HARRISON FROST
*FEB 17 LAST HOME OF JEFFERSON DAVIS. . . . .GUY DI CARLO JR.
#MAR 18 I REMEMBER MOSBY: + o o o« o o s » o oJILLIAM A. RALLS
APR 15 MOVIES: "ROBERT E. LEE" & "TRUE STORY OF CIVIL WAR"
JUN 4 WHY THE CIVIL WAR?4 o« « ¢ ¢ o o o » +OTTO EISENSCHIML

+GEORGE FARR JR.
+PRESTON RUTTER

+BRUCE CATTON
« EDWARD T. DOWNER

o WILLIAM CARLIN
« «ALBERT WOLDMAN

L
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»
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FIELDTRIP: ANTIETAM, HARPERS FERRY & WINCHESTER - SEP 12-1L,'57
* TALKS BY MEMBERS
MORE IN FUTURE NEWS IETTERS -~ EDITOR

OUR _PRESIDENT -~ DR. WILLIAM SCHLESINGER

It is most fitting that Bill has been our President during the
celebration of our tenth year of existence., It's members like Bill
who form the hard core of our organization, We might call him "Iron
Man"™ for our President has made &5 out of 86 mectings, providing he
shows up for this one coming up, a fantastic record. And we have the
attendance records to back it up. Also, Bill has made every one of
our fieldtrips. As a matter of fact he's been very instrumental in
organizing several., A tirelcss worker on the telephone getting out
the troops for the annual outing., Certainly no one enjoys them more
than he does.

There isn't & man in the roundtable who isn't proud to call him
friend and walk a little taller in knowing him. Hany of our meetings
have been made more enjoyable after the talk by Jjust sitting around
afterwards listening to Bill and Charlie Clarke "have a go at it."
Bill won't admit to the goodly astore of Civil ''ar knowledge that he
hides behind that disarming demeanor.

I leave you with this one thought--tVhat would a roundtable mecting
or a fieldtrip be without Schlesinger around? Damn Dull, that's what!

CONGRATULATIONS AND A FINE JOB, MR, PRESIDENT
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ARTILLERY OF THE CIVIL WAR

Categories for artillery were and still are far from rigid in ~oiv
their uses. "The Swamp Angcl,” a 200-pounder Parrot rifle was used by
Union forces in their siege of Fort Sumter. At Petcrsburg, "The Dicta-
tor," a 13~inch secacoast mortar, blasted at the Confederate defenses,
At First Manassas two Dahlgren howitzers, naval guns, served as regi-
mental field pieces.

Civil YWar artillery can be broken down into three principal classi.
fications: (1) Field, the lisht tactical weapons used in the field;(2)
Slege and Garrison, larger and heavier weapons than field pieces whose
main uses werc to defend fixed field positions or land faces of perma-
nent forts, and to level encmy forts; (3) Scacoast, huge weapons de-~
signed for use in large permancnt fortifications, particularly for
defense against ships, )

FIELD ARTILLERY

Field guns and howitzers generally received their name according
to the weipght of the solid shot thsy threw. The most popular field-
pilece of the war is conceded to be the l2«-pounder gun-howitzer smooth=-
- bore, commonly known as the Napoleon. A crew of five or six men were
the usual compliment for a Napoleon as per most fieldpieces. A.compe~
tent crew could fire two aimed shots a minute with shells or solid
shot or four charges of canister at point-blank range. -Howitzers cus-
- tomarily fired shell and spherical case, more commonly known as
"shrapnel," Canister was used as anti-personnel to effectively stop
infantry and cavarly charges .at short range. _ '

Smoothborc guns fired spherical shells with time fuzes and could
be set for air or ground bursts. Rifle projectiles sometimes were eq-
uipped with either time fuzes, or contact fuzes that would expldde upon
impact or after penetration. In field artillery, most smoothbores used
fixed ammunition whereas the riflcs used semi«fixed ammunition with the
powder bags separate from the projectile. o

The introduction of rifled cannon as a standard weapon was the
great innovation of the Civil “ar. Rifles were designated gencrally by
the diamcter of their bores. The greater range and accuracy of rifled
pieces gave it the deecided advantage. The masonry fortifications came
to their end because of the greater penctration of rifled projectiles.
True to human failings, many artillerist prcferrcd the smoothly func-
tioning Napoleons to the difficulties they had to face with the various
rifled projectiles. The favorite rifles were the Parrott or Ordnance
(Rodman? rifle.



As most artillerist would attest there was a deecided difference be-
tween the maximum range and the effective range. Normally the target
had to be seen by the gunner because they seldom used indireect firing,
The extreme range of most fieldpieces was set arbitrarily at 3000 yards,
a six-pounder was not thought effective beyond 1700 yards, or a twelve-
pounder beyond 2100 yards, A

Breech~loading cannon made their appearance during the Civil “ar,
notably the Britishemade Armstrong, Blakely, and Whitworth. They were
excellent weapons, and the ‘/hitworth had exceptional range and accur~
acy. Their ultimate effect on the outcome of the war was neglible be-
cause of the’'small number imported and the difficulty of procuring
ammunition,

SIEGE AND GARRISON ARTILLERY

The use of this type of artillery depended greatly on the opoera-~
tions. The guns were used for battering outer defenses and fortifica-
tions, howitzers for ricochet firing, and mortars for high-trajectory
fire to reach behind the walls. Because of their larger size and .
weight, five to seven men were needed t0 Service a sicge gun or howit-
Zer. i mortar required a compliment of three to five men depending on
the size of the piece and type of carriage. o

Rate of fire varied again with the weapon used. By all means it
was much slower than field artillery. Siege guns and mortars could get
off from 12 to 20 shots per hour as opposcd to 8 shots per hour for the
howitzer. GCenerally speaking the largest piece that could be moved by
men and horses was the 24-pounder siege gun. The others required
either rail or water transporation. ' L

Aummunition was normally semi-fixed for all heavy guns, and pro-
Jectiles were generally the same as those for field artillery. Only
the addition of grape shot for these heavy guns marks a departure.

Like canister, grape shot is anti-personnel, with the exception that
it has a greater effective range.

SEACOAST ARTILLERY

Seacoast artillery was uscd mainly as coastal batteries for the
defense of harbors against ships. Ncedless to say these were the lar-
gest and heaviest cannon made at the time. Size and weight of the
piece were not at task, but the weight of projectile they fired. It was
all that two men could handle when lifting a ten or eleven inch shell,
Block and tackle and other levering devices were used for the 15~inch
columbiads, A o

Rate of fire again slows because of size and weight. A seven man
crew could load and fire the 15-inch columbiad within 70 seconds. This
is not record time nor slow afoot, However, there remained the problem
of bringing the gun to bear., Aiming timec depended on the changes in
elevation and deflection, Traversing the gun through 90 degrees took
14,0 seconds. Therefore, sunners had to be accurate with their first
shot because in the case of fast vessels, it was the only shot.

‘ In addition to the standard guns, howitzers, snil mortars, sca-
" coast artillery also contained ancther classification of weapon-~the
columbiads, The columbiad combined the qualities of both howitzers and
guns. The columbiaod could firetoth solid ‘shot and shell with heavy
~charges of powder at high elevations, It was well suited for the de-
‘fense of narrdw harbors. . = 1 - . )
o These are the highlights as gleaned by your editor from Mr. Harold
-~ L, Peterson's work NOTES ON ORDNANCE OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR, 1861~
1865, appearing as a spccial edition of THE AMERICAN ORDNANCE AS50CTA-
- TION, 1959. -



. ... THE ARTILLERY AT FORT GREGG

_ R - by

.. ... . SAM PRUETT
THE BUGLE CALL | H AGERSTOWN
APRIL, 156l o NEYSLETTER

One hundred years bave passed, yet argumcnts continue to develop
concerning: various phases of the Civil War, OSome discussions center
abous which unit fired the last shot at Appomattox, did John Wilkes
Booth commit suicide or was he shot by a Union soldier, and are those
counties south of the Kanawha River legally part of the state of W.Va.

- There was a -disagreement, not often touched upon these days, which
once causcd tempers to: flare, blood pressures to rise, and letters to be
written to the editor. This was the defense of Fort Gregg. The speci-
fic question was: whose artillery helped to defend the fort; was it the
Washingteon Artillery of New Orleans, the Chesapeake Artillery (of Md),
or clements of both,

The events of 2 April 1865 were never vague in the minds of the
spokesmen for the Washingson Artillery. Lt. Col, W.li. Owens apparently
possessed the faculby for remembering virtually every activity of every
day for the length of the war. No mean feat, I'm sure., He recalled
Pollard's claim that Capt. Chew of the Chesapeake Artillery was in com-
mand of the work. He countered by saying, "1f Chew was in charge, it L
is strange that we (J.A. of N.O) did not know it." He further stated,
"If Chew was in the fort at all, he was simply there as a volunteer or
a spectator.” Owens summed up Pollard'!s writings by mentioning that
Pollard showed but little disposition to waste compliments on the troops
from the Gulf States. In his, Army of the Potomac, Swinton did not
mention the Washington Artillery in the fort. Owens commentced that
Swinton also erred in putting the number of Mississippians at 250 while
General Harris had stated therc were 150, Owens should have been fami-
liar with the .Chesapeake Artillery. He certified as présent the lone
12 members of the battery which were paroled at Appomattox.

In his The Long Arm of Lee, Wise states, "It (Battery Gregg) was
defondod by two puns of the dashington Artillery, under Lt. licElroy,
and the 12th and 16th Miss,., 214 men in all,” From the Vicksburg Times,
rthe artillery in the fort was a scetion of 3rd Co. Washington Artille-
ery, commanded by Lt. Frank licElroy.” When quericd, Lt. D.Me Rigler,
37th N.C. regt., was unablc to recall which battery manned the two
picces in the fort.

The Kational Park Service conclusion is t at thore were many units
of different sizes cnmaged in the dofense of Fort Gregg and that a con-
g%omeration of men under Capt. Chew and Lt. Hellroy mannced the two
pieces. Thecy assume that both guns belonged to the La. unit but that
they manned one of them and the #¥d. unit manned the other onc.

Lt, F.B. Craige, 33rd N.C. regte.: "there were but two 6-pdr. guns
in the fort, conducted by a few ilarylanders or Virginians, under com=-
mand of Capt. Chew and a few Loulisi2anians from Jashington Artillcery,
under Lt. Hackelroy.®

In bis, To Appomartox, Burke Davis recounts the activitics within
the fort in srapoic detaili. He lists clements of both the YWashington
Letiitlery and Chew’s battory s being presents, Ho cven quotes some of
the converzation but foils again to dociment specific sources of some
of his quotations. This would have becn helpful.




Lt. George H., Snow, 33rd N,C, regt.: "Thc artillerists fought
bravely, resorting to small arms after beings unable to use their cannon,
and apheared to me as if commandiig tremselves; they were of Capt Chew's
battery."

From a lecttcr by Gen. James Hoe Lane: "The honor of the gallant: -
dcfense of Fort. Groegg is duc to my brigade, Chew's Battery and Valker'!s
supernumocrary artillerists, « o « « « Chew's Battery behaved splendidly;
s » ¢ ¢ » My men were on the right and centre, thce supernumerary artil-
lerists on the left, and Chew's battory was in the centre,e « « o o

From Lifc & Campaigns of Gene. R.E. Lee by James D. MeCabe, Jr.:
"The parrison of Fort Gregg consisted of the 4Lth Md. Bty. with two 3-
inch rifles and 30 men, a body of dismounted artillery drivers - -
Virginians and Louisianians « - who had been armcd with muskets, part .
of Harris' liiss, brigade, and some North Carcolinians - - in all 250
men; the whole being under the command of Capt. Chew of the Md, battery,'

Lt. A.B. Hoﬁafd, 33rd N.C. rogt.: "The thrée pieccs of artillery
belonged to Chew's Battery. He was caputred and taken with us to
Johnson's Island."

Union Army files in the National Archives record that nine members
of the Chesapeake Artillery were captured at Petersburg on 2 April 1865.
The rccord of onc capture specifically states it was at Fort Gregge.

As far as is presently known, no member of the 4th Md. Battery -
Chesapeake Artillery cver published anything on the unit. No separate
work has even been published. Perhaps the closest thing to it were the
some nine pages allotted by W.W, Goldsborough in his The Md. Line in
the Confederate Army. He noted that, "At Fort Gregg our battery made
a most determincd defcnsc after all hope had becn abandoned. After
cxhausting our ammunition Lt. Chew's c<ray coat was pressed into service,
and we loaded our pieccs with such projectiles as could be picked up.”

In his R.E. Lee, Douglas S. Frceman likens Fort Gregg to a Homeric
defense and calls it one of the most dramatic incidcnts of an over-
whelming day. He cites a reference stating that Lee called his staff
around him, pointed to Fort Gregg, and asked them to witness a most
gallant defonse. It is therefore understandable that participating
units were cqually proud and jealous of their distinction,

LR

PERFECT OCCLUSION

"The military feat of biting through a cartridse casing of about
wrapping-paper thickness apparcently left a lasting impression on the
soldierly mcdical mind, The U.S. scrvices pcrsisted in demanding good
dental occlusion, cspecially of front tecth, well into Vorld Yar Il.
At some point in 1943, the services suddenly realized that it was no
longer nccessary to bite cartridges or hard tack. They lowered their
dental requircments in time to dcfeat the Axis without perfect
occlusion,” (THE BUSH"HACKER, OCTOBER, 1965).

RAMRODS.
"At the siege of Petersburg, Union infantry, enjoying a surplus

of ramrods, fired them arrowlikc out of the muzzles of their muskets
into Confederate lincs,”



‘BAEHR NAMES FIVE TOP CONFEDERATE ARTILLERYMEN
By Scott Hart
From the Washington,D.C. newsletter, 1959

Every student can line up his favorite fighters, certainly in his
branch of the scrvice., Our esteemecd Brig. Gen. Carl A, Baehr, dis-
tinguised artillerist, herewith makes known his selections~~looking
toward the Confederate batteries:

1.

2,

3.

Lo

5

PORTER ALEXANDER --USMA, 1857, He early saw the need for a

better battlefield communication; at First lManassas served as
signal officer, though ordinarily assigned as acting chief of
ordnance, ANV. His reputation rose at Fredericksburg, and at
Chancellorsville, where his 30 massed guns roared. History
lights his harassed face at Gettysburg, echoes his realistic
words to Pickett across the silence of Longstrect. Later he
became one of the respected voices from out of the war.

STAPLETON CRUTCHFILLD --VHMI. He won Stonewall Jackson's
approval, perhaps cnough to say. At Frayser's Farm his 23

guns overwhelmed a Union assault at 1000 yards. Once, he used
artillery horses to mount extemporized celvary. Caputred at
Port Republic on June 8, 1862, he was rescued in the fire of
his own batteries on the unguarded Union flank. ‘Jounded later,
he returned to duty with the heavy artillery guarding Richmond,.
He died at Sayler's Creek, April 6, 1865, leading his artiller=
ists~~turned-infantrymen,

JOHN PEIHAM -~USHA, resigned before graduation to serve the
South. Lee e¢alled him "gallant"--perhaps enough to say. Pelham
shared with Jackson, Stuart, others, a genius for terrain. His
boy-like eyes would remember First Manassas, the Ride Around
McClellan, Gaines [1ill, Sharpsburg, Stuart's Raid into Maryland
Fredericksburg-~sixty battles, Benet counted, without the loss
of & gun., Usually his few guns raged with the rushes of cavalr:
He shared the spirit and youth-like dash of Stuart, with Jack-
son~like devotion to Cause beneath. Ke died of battle wounds
received at Kelly's Ford, March 17, 1863,

WILLIAM NELSON PENDLETON --USMA 1830, resigned 1833. Clergyman-
soldier, Lec kept him from 1862 to the end. He was keen at
appraising subordinates, useful in the unspectacular role of
obtaining supplics and, ammunition. Such pre-occupations re-
sulted somctimes in the neglect of battlefield leadership,
which devolved upon juniors lacking necded rank and prestige.
Nevertheless, his advices, untainted by partialities, served
well in battle~loss readjustments of command.

JdeBe WALTON --ilthough born in New Jersey, he became "The
Spirit of the Washington Artillery," He saved the famed New
Orleans gunners from extinction in the lexican Yar, brought a
well=equipped and trained unit up in time for First Manassas.
Top eschelons liked him, used him in various positions.
Alexander took his place at Gettysburg. Welton resigned but
not for good--after the War he reorganized and built up the
ashington Artillery in New Orleans whose descendent units
served with distinction in two Yorld Vars.




SOME - BAEHR. BTORIES ON THE WASHINGTON ARTILLERY (CSA)
From the Washington, D.C. Newsletter, 1959

Geﬁefaa‘gééﬁf; ibngwtime member of the Washington roundtable,
and former member. oft their Executive Committee., The General is an
authority on .artillery,’ for he commanded this arm at Anzio Beachhead
in "7 IT and took: his forces through Rome to the Siegfried Line in
Germany. : R
Y  WASHINGTON ARTILLERY {cSA)

2+ o Ones . story is of Gen James Longstreet. whose pride was his Yashing-
o toncchrtillery.. AtoAntietam, Longstreet personally placed the guns of
: Capt. HMerritt Bs Filler to -bolster the Confederate line under heavy

-attack, Miller had only men enough to man one gun. Longstreet, wear-
- ing a carpet .slipper on an injured foot .and a. bandage on an injured
-hand, held the reins of the horses for his aides so that they could
serve Miller's: man~scarce guns. While the Washington artillery was
breaking up the Union attack, somebody passing handed Longstreet a
flask of brandy. General Bachr still marvels at Longstreet!'s dexter-
ity, for the Confederate general drank his brandy neat without the loss
of a horse or a pain in the injured hand,

The other story was on "The White Horse Battery," the 5th Company
of the Washington Artiliery, which fought separately in the West.

At Jackson, llississippi its men recoverted a grand piano from a
house they had to burn to clear the field of fire and took it to their
trenches., Lt o

While the Union Army was driving in the infantry skirmishers, a
Washington Artilleryman played the. piano while the gunners sang "fou
can't Have Any of Ky Peanuts." . - - W T

When ordered to fire, the chorus sprang from the piano and opened
a devastating firc on the attacking Federals. Thcy bdat-off the attack.

At "cease fire,™ the Artillerymen rushed to their grand planc in
the trenches, Private Swain at the stool, "

Observed a passing Union prisoner: "These Frenchmen have got a
pianc on the battlefield and sing 'Let Us Be Joyful' while the battle
is going on," AR L

As a footnote to Gencral Bachr's storics, most of the top officers
of the Washington Artillery wore Northern born: Col. John B. Yalton,
New Jersey; Lieut. Col. B.F. Eshlemdn, Pennsylvaniaj; Captains ¥illiam
"Miller Owen and kdward Owen, ‘brothers, Ohio; and Captain Merritt B.

. Miller, New York. Even Pvt. Andrew .Swain who played the piano on the
battlefield was a native of Ohio. One Southern born officer, Capt.
Charles Squires of Alabama, served part of his prisoner-of-war days in
the Old Capitol prispn here, across the streét from the Library of
Congress and at the corner of the. block upon which stands the U,S.
Supreme Court today.

Another: footnote: Lieut.:Frank E. Sidman, resigned his commission
while serving with the 13th:U.S5. Calvary to join the staff of the
Washington Artillery commanded by Major Aliison Owen in "1 I. Their
fathers had met in battle at Fredericksburg, for Owen's battcry had
shot. down the flag of and slightly wounded Lieut. Sidman's father,
Col. George D.:Sidman;.:16th Hichigan. ‘A -déscendant battalion of the
Washington:Artillery scrved:under General:Baehr in World var II.

P RO SRR BEGEE E RE I SR )5‘*;7 **{"i‘f"*.f, ¥ o %k :

"Supply of artillery;in the Horthiwas never-an acute problem, !
'There were only 7,892 cannon issued to the army during the period of
over five years, from 1861 to 1866..." (Shannon,I 126.§ «esoFrom Mark
M. Boatner's THE CIVIL AR DICTIONARY, McKay Co., 1959.



ARTILLERY UNITS HAD EXTREMELY RCUGH
TIME ON MARCH TO CUMBERLAND GAP-
-~ from THE BIG CRELK -GAP BUGLE -
; ' LAFOLLETTE, TENN,. :

~-Captain Jacob T, Foster of the First Jisconsin Battery, ‘and Geneas
ral Morganf®s chief of artillery, made his report of operations from
‘June 6 to June 18, the time of arrival at Cumberland Gap, on June 21,
1862. his report in substance follows: - R : o
hecording to General Orders 39, the line of march was taken up for
Cumberland Gap by the siege guns, two 20 -and two 30 pounder Parrotts on
Friday, June 6, in command of lt. lebster. . Preparations were made for
the march, but it was difficult to find machinery of any kind to aid in
‘the movement, and doubly difficult to.move the heavy wagon trains and
the Parrott Rifled guns, because they had to move them cover steep rug-
ged ascents and descents of the Cumberland Mountains. The Battery had
00 feet of one~inch rope and 100 fect of one and-a half inch rope, two
large and two small snatch bars and one double and one single tackle-
block., Thesc had to be moved forty miles through:the Cumberlands, over
roads considered impassible by the cnemy for light artillery, and it
seemed a Herculean task. I L T P P S
: ~ - Many of the ascents were of thirty degrees with corresponding de-
gscents. . On June. 7, Foster's First Wisconsin, Lt. John D, Anderson in
command, moved and had little difficulty for a few miles. The 9th Chio
Battery, Lt. Barrows in command, followed with the same success. Two
hundred infartrymen were detailed to assist. The ropes and pulleys
were in constant use, or ready. The ascents were not only steep, but
sideling, where if the sun carriages were overturned they'd fall 160 to
500 feet over precipitous rocks. There were turns in the roads more
than right angles and these were almost impossible with teams. There
were times when the whole force of men and horses wis used on the same
ro . - e - - - T P AR L :
P On arriving at thc top of Cumberland Mountain.{at Rogers Gap) the
- men and horses were exhausted, and many horses were entirely broken
‘down and worthless thereafter. The outfit was short of rations and for-
~age, as it was impossible for the trains to follow closely. There was
nothing on the overland route to California to compare with this route,
On Junc 10 the march was made tcn miles and the siege battery began the
descent .of the mountain into Cumberland Gap, by way of Rogers Gap.
This gap had been blockaded by Zollicoffer's troops and cut out by .De
Courcey's 26th Brigade. The trail was a mere bridle path, and credit
should be given to DeCourey'!s troops for hard labor.

The 9th Ohio Battery, Captain Wetmore, followed and had much diffi.
culty in ascending the steep declivity. It can be called nothing else
although it is called a pap. At 6 p.m. the first piece of siege batter;
arrived on top of the mountain, halted: for closing up of remaining
pieces. Later all closed up and . jetmore passed and made the descent in
advance. The 30 pounders were heavy, weighting 8,000 pounds, and were
left on top of the mountain, the descent being too difficult to move
them down in the :night. The 20 poundcers were taken into the valley at
night, by constant care and tugging on ropes. SRR .

: . Foster's First Wisconsin waited for the ammunition train to pro-
ceed it up the mountain und started at 5 p.ms It worked hard through
the nigsht, which ssw an cclipse of the moon. Ther¢ were no rations or
forage for 18 hours, This battery arrived in Powell Valley at 3:30 a.m
June 12. The road was winding, narrow, steep, stony and sideling, and

the wihole movencnt was constantly in danger.

~On June 12 the battcry was orderei to countermarch, recross the
mountains and go to Jilliamsburg, Kentucky. The men desired to shed
the'ir blood in Tennessee and leave their bones bleaching’in Powell
Valley rather than retrace their steps over the mountain. But like



good soldiers they put thleir shoulders to the wheel literally, and come
menced the ascent of the Southern side of the mountain, the 20-pound
Parrotts in advance, started at 10 a.m. The road was more worn, rutted
and loose stonecs made it almost impossible for the horses to get a
foothold. After eleven hours of struggling, the outfit camped at the
foot of the mountain on the north side on June 13,

At daylight the siege battery was on the march. It marched seven
miles and halted for further orders. Foster's battery followed and
arrived at the summit at midnisht, halted. Then orders to remain there
came, letmore's 9th Ohio on June 12, was ordered to accompany a- forage
train into Powell Valley. It did not return in time to go over the
mountain again and was ordered to remain in Powell Valley.

In the evening of June 13, orders came to march back into Powell
Valley. The soldiers yelled with delight and seemed anxious to return.
Trey could hardly wait for morning to comc. Foster's battery on top,
descended again.  Wetmore's in the valley, had only to wait, the siege
battery, twelve miles on the road to Williamsburg, had both to climb
and descend.  This battery reached the foot of the north side of the
mountain at 3 p.m. June 14, and remained there the rest of the day
shoeing horses, : S - : _ _

At 10 o'clock, June 15, the siege battery was up the hill and at
9:15 in the evening reported all down safe in Powell Valley. #en and
teams were completely exhausted. The men didn't eat supper.  They were
too fatiqued to cook it. If obliged to move two miles further, many
would have perished by the roadside.

Lanphere's Michigan battery took up the line of march with Carter's
brigade June 11, and following the same routc a part of the way, had
the same difficulties to overcome., On June 13 it crossed Pine Mountain
and broke one caisson trail and two caisson wheels. It camped that
night at Boston. On June 15 it passed Big Creek Gap and rested. On
June 15 it passed Big Creek Gap and rested. On June 16 it reached
Ropgers Gap camp. : : - : -

At 1:30 June 18. Foster's Battery amd Siege Battery took up the
line of march with the 26th Brigade to Cumberland Gap. Wetmore's
battery marched with Baird's 27th Brigade, Lanphere's battery with Car-
ter's 24th Brigade. The army marched up the valley from Rogers Gap 8
miles and camped the considerable force which had occupied Cumberland
Gap had fled in "great rapidity." Reaching Cumberland Gap, the army
found it had been evacuated a few hours previously. Captain Foster
gave favorablce notice in his report to Lt. Anderson, C. B. Kimball,
Lt. Webster, Lt. Barrows and Captain Lanphere. . '
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LAND MINES

~~» w » During General G. B. McClellan's 1862 campaign against
Richmond, a Union cavalry detachment was trotting along a country
road when suddenly the leading filcs were blown apart in a whirlwind
of dirt, flame and smoke. They had touched off some land mines
planted by Brig. Genencral Gabriel J. Rains. Confederate General
James Longstrect was as incensed as the northern press at this "in-
human™ device and he sharply ordered Rains to stop. But Confederate
President Jefferson Davis toock a less queasy view of the matter and
Rains was encouraged to continue his experiments with the mines.
He eventually planted whole fields of them along the approaches to
Richmond durins the final days of the war. S -

The above passage was highlighted from Lt. Gen. James M. Gavin's
article GREAT ADVANCES THAT CHANGED WAR, appearing in LIFL magazine
series CIVIL WAR PART IV, 1961. ' -



' THE GATLING GUN

by
Cuu chno R.U. DARBY II
: -BUGLE CALL NEWSLETTER HAGERSTOWN, MD,

... Dre. Gatling, the inventor of the famous Gatling gun, was born in
Hertford, county, North Carclina, on September 12, 1818, and through-
-out. his lifé he disliked war and disease. He became a physician after
suffering. a sovere case of smallpox and his spare time, invented many
useful farm implements. Gatling's name has becn carved in history by
only one invention; the incomparable Gatling Gun, for almost one hun=-
-+ dred  years the parent of all rapid fire weapons. The slang term "gat"
was derived by gangsters from this crestion and was coined to mean any
hand gun, revolver or automatic.

The Gatling was reliable as well as efficient and was mude in
every -caliber from the original .58 to 1 inch; including the 30-06 and
130-L0 and 6 mm Navy. From 1861 to 1865 it was continually confused
with the Union battery gun, the "Coffee IMill." Since no machine gun
- mechanism could or would digest paper internally and still function,
both the Gatling and the Coffee Mill used prcloaded steel cylinders
open at one end and with a nipple at the other end, These steel carg-
ridge cases were individually loaded by the deft fingcrs of small boys
and women., These were complete miniature barrels which were packed in
individual cartons with the poercussion caps on the nipples. Both guns
had successful mechanisms and were fed from a hooper. The Gatling was
the better designed weapon since it utilized multiple barrels instead
of one barrel. The "Coffee HMill"™ zun, with a single barrel, was in-
operative soocner than the multi-barrelled Gatling. There was a consid-
erable heat problem accentuated by rapid fire and the Gatling had this
solved because only one in four or morc barrels was fired during cach
complete revolution. This meant less heat and less fiouling than pro-
duced by the "Coffee Mill" gun with an equal or greater rate of fire,

Why so much interest in an antiquated piece -of machinery? Be-~
cause the most modern aircraft now use a machine gun named the Vulcan
which is nothing more than Dr. Gatling's 1862 hand cranked Civil Yar
weapon only now powered by electric motors., The Gatling was not offi-
cially adopted during the Civil War but was "demonstrated" by Gatling's
staff at several encagements; name, the Battle of Richmond, Kentucky,
September, 1862, and at famous Gettysburg. Unfortunatcely, the gun was
never employed in the job for ‘which it had been developed, close sup=
port against massed charges which were a sign of the times and tagtics,
Gencral Ben Butler perscnally purchased eight Gatlings and used them
on his punboats. Thus, as is so often the rule, the U,S. frmy over-
locked what could rcadily have been:the turning point in the early
stages of the 'Jar, proving the old adage that hind sight is much
better and more convenient than foresight.
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‘BOOBY TRAPS

e « « Rains was a genius at devising now and deadly ways to blow
up’ Northerners. Onc of his masterpieces looked like a lump of coal. It
was o cast iron bomb, designed to be tossed into navy coal piles and,
eventually, to find its way into thc ‘furnaces of warshipss. . .orders
were issued to shoot on sipght anybody seen carrying a lump of coal in
the vicinty of a ship,.."Perfectionl® éxclaimed Jeff Davis when he saw
it. "Perfection ‘itselfi? S ' '
The above passage was highlighted from Lte. Gen. James i, Gavin's
article GREAT ADVANCES THAT CHANGED WiR, appearing in LIFE magazine
series, CIVIL WAR PART IV, 1961, - o o '



CONFEDERATE MUNITIONS

As one can see from thc gunpowder formula of scventy-five pounds
of saltpeter, fifteen pounds of charcoal, and ten pounds of sulfur per
one hundred pounds of explosive which the Confedcrate Ordnance Bureau
used, the saltpeter requirement was by far the greatest. The only
native source of saltpeter was the earth of limcstone caves. Bat guano
and other orsanic matcrial, the wastes of the cave's inhabitants for
countless ages, accumulated on the floor and underwent bacterial decom=-
position forming nitric acid, which reacted with the limestonc to form
calcium nitrates In making saltpeter, the workers removed the cave
801l and leached out the calcium nitrate, This solution was first con-
centrated and then percolated through wood ashes, where it reacted with
potassium carbonate, potash, to form potassium nitrate, much the same
as the primitive method for making lyc,

Saltpeter caves were not the only source of nitrates; the Bureau
dug up the dirt floors of tobacco warehouses and old cellars and pro-
cessced the soil in the same manner as the soil from caves. It is in=-
teresting that the mest productive area, that with headquarters at
Greensboro, korth Carolina, had no siltpeter caves at all. The niter
was obtained from the earth dug from under old barns, houses, and
other buildinss,

To inereasce the amount of saltpeter, the Bureau started niter
beds near several large cities. The beds consisted of pits two feet
deep and filled with manure, carcasses and decaying vegetable matter
loosely piled in contact with wood ashes derived from oak trees; and
while decomposition progressed, putrid water and organic liquids cols
lected from the cities were sprinkled over the beds. Sheds protected
the beds from rain but allowed the circulation of air, while bacterial
action converted the wastes to nitrates as in the natural formation
in caves.

Human urine was one of thc components of the process, and adver-
tisements for it taxed Victorian tact to the utmost. John Haralson,
the agent in Selma, Alabama, created a great sensation among the troops
by his recquest for the ladies to save their "chamber lye” for the use
of the devartment, ‘

After eighteen months and occasional mixing, the soil was put into
hoppers «nd water was draincd through it. The saltpcter was recovered
from the drainage. Stray dogs led a dangerous life in the Confederacy.
The tanneries sousht their skins while the Nitre Bureau wanted their
carcasses, Their freguent use for this purpose is probably thc reason
for the "doguzed resistance" of Confederate troops. By the end of 186L
there was almost a million cubic fecet of beds in the South, the largest
of which was at idichmond. Although these bods save the Confederacy an
almost unlimitedl potential for sultpeter, the war ended before much

could be xxtracted.
From a paper VULCAE AMD THii CONFLDERACY
by David L. Hiller
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CIVIL AR HUMOR

buring the Peninsula Campaizn "Prince John Magruder's men were
fightinz a rear guard action. During one such stand, a British volun-
teer asked his troop commander: "I beg pardon, Captain, but may I in-
quire why we are staying here so long?" "To save this sun," the captain
replied. "We can't afford to leave it.," "How much do think it is
worth” replied the Britisher. "I suggest about a thousand dollars.™
The knglishman deliberately readjusted his eyeglass and regarded the
enemy advancing and now firing on the troops and made a nonchalant offer
to his commandaer, "Well, Captain, let’'s move om, I'1ll give you my
check for it at once.”

&



COLCHEL ELY 5. PARKER

PARKLR, BLY SAMUEL (1828-Aug 31, 1894), Seneca sachem, engineer
and goldler, was born at Juodian Falls, Town of Pembroke, Genesee
County, N.Y¥., the scn of William and Elizabeth Farker. The English
patronymic was adopbed from 2 white friend, but the father known as
Jo-no-gs—-do-wa t0 the Seneca, was a Tonawanda Seneca chief and a
veteran of the War of 1212, The mother, Ga-ont-gwut-twus, was de-
scended from Skaniadariio, a great Iroguois prophet.

Parker was reared as a regervation Indian, but received liberal
schooling at the Bantist mission school of Tonawanda, and at Yates
and Cayuga academies. He quit school at eishteen, and for the next
twenty years was f[reguently the representative of his people in pro-
secutimg Indian claims in Washington, where he was received with in-
terest by the most distingulshed, becoming the dinner companicn of
President Polk, In 1852 he became a sachem of his tribe, with the
name Do~-ne-ho~ga-wa, or Keeper of the Western Door of the Long House
of the-Iroquois. Throughout his life he was the champion of his
people, defending them Irom dishonest land schemes of the whites.
lils associaticn with Lowis H. Moryan was of particular interest, for
he gave Morgan important aid in preparing what was perhaps the first
scilentific study of an Indisn tribe, published as LEAGUE (F THE HO-
DE-NO--SAU-NEE or IROWUOIS (1851)., Parker read law but was refused
admission to the bar cn the grounds that he was not a citiznen. He
then turned to civil engineering, taking a course at Rensselaer
Polytechrnic Institute, A3 an engineer he was conspicuously success-
ful, holding various important posts until 1857, when he became
superintendent of construction for various government works at
Galena, Ill. Here he became the friend of a clerk and ex-soldier,
Ulysses S, Grant, During this period he held many high offices in
the Masonic Order.

When the Civil War broke out he could not, at first, obtain re-
lease from his duties in CGalena, but in 18562 he resigned, and in
accordance with tribal custom returned to the reservation to secure
his father's permission to go to war., DNeither the governor of New
York ner the secretary of war would commission him on account of his
race, and Seward even wenb so far as to tell him that the war would
ba won by the whites without the aid of the Indians. Finalliy, in the
early summer of 1853, he succeeded in getting commissioned as cap-
“tain of engineers, and joined General J.E. Smith as division engi-

neer of the 7th Diwision, XVII Corps. On Sept 18 he joined his old
friend Grant at Vicksburs as a staff officer, on Aug 30, 1864, he

was appointed lieutenant-colonel and Grant's military secretary. He
was present when Lee surrendered at Appomattox, and his huge swarthi-
ness was noted by Lee with uplifted brows, but when it came time to
draw up the terms of capitulation, the senior adjutant-general, Col,
Theoodore S. Bowers, was so nervous he could not write, and it was the
Indian, Parker, who at Grant's orders made interlineatiocns in the
penciled origlnal and then transcribed in a fair hand the formal
official ccpies of the document that ended the Civil Var,

Followins the war he remained as Grant's military secretary,
being commissioned & brigadier-general of volunteers as of the date
of Appomattox. He was appeinted first and second lieutenant in the
cavalry of the Regular Axmy, but his mest sircnal military distine-
ticns were his breveb appointmenrts in the Regular Army, as captain,
major, lievtenant-cclonel, colenel, and brigadier-general, all on
March 2, 1867, and all for zallant and meritorious services.



On December 25, 1867, be married Minnie Sackett of Washington, from
which marriage-a daughter was born. He resigned from the army on
April 26, 1869, for by one of Grant's first appointments as presi-
dent, April 13, 1869, he had been made commissioner of Indian af-
fairs. His many changes in the existing system, designed to give
Justice to the Indians, earned him enemies, and in February 1871

he was tried by a committee of the House of Representatives for
defrauding the government. Althouzh entirely cleared of the charges,
he was heartbroken, and resigned soon after to go into business,

He made a small fortune on Wall Street, but lost it by paying the
bond of a defaulter. Later business ventures likewise proved un-
fortunate, and in his latter years he held positions with the police
department of New York City. He died at his ¢ountry home at
Fairfield, Conn., In 1897, with impressive ceremonies, his remains
were reinterred in the Red Jacket lot of Forest Lawn Cemetery,
Buffalo, N.Y., on land that formerly belonged to his tribe.

(A.C. Parker, THE LIFE OF GENERAL ELY S. PARKER (1919); bior.

data, including an unfinished autobiog. in BUFFALO HIST. S0C. PUBS.,
vol., VIII (1905); PERSONAL MEMOIRS OF US GRANT, vol. II (1886).
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THE CIVIL WAR IN INDIAN TERRITORY

One of the most important engagements fought during the Civil
War in Indian Territory was commemorated on February 13, 1964, by
the Oklahoma Civil War Centennial Commission., Known as the Battle
of Middle Bogzy, this Union victory marked the farthest advance
acyoss Indian Territory towards Texas by any Federal force during
the war.

Two regiments of the Unicn Indian Brigade left Fort Gibson on
February 1, 1864, and took up a line of march southwesterly across
Indian Territory, with Texas as their intended destination. The
expedition, under the command of Colonel W.,A, Phillips of Kansas,
fought several skirmishes across the Choctow Nation and on February
13 met stubborn resistance on the Middle Boggzgy River, near Atoka.
Fighting continued throughout the day; and the Confederates, undsx
Brig. General-D., H. Cooper, finally withdrew because of an ammuni-
tion shortage, leaving LO or 50 dead, Expected Federal reinforce-
ments did not arrive and Phillips returned to Fort Gibson. The
site of the battle is owned by the Oklahoma Historical Society and
is well-marked and maintained as a Confederate cemetery and memor-
ial, _

( Thanks to Howard Momnett, Editor, CWRT of Kansas City)

HCRSE HOSPITAL

Toward the end of the second year of the war, a 2650 horse
hospital was established at the Giesboroc Cavalry Depot in Washing-
ton, D.C. Some 170,650 cavalry mounts and 12,000 artillery horses
went through this giant hospital,

Onz source-avers that at the outbreak of hostilities there were
more than 4,500,000 horses and 450,000 rmmules in the ccuntry. Be-
fore the shooting ceased the Federsl Covernment was purchasing
draught animals from Canadian cdealers.

{Thanks--GLUS?' BUGLE)



