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JiMES E. CHAPMAN

Jim is & rccent member of our roundtable. It is always rewarding
whon one of our own shecks hefore the sroup. Jim is an attorncy with
haker Hostetler. rorn,raised and educated a Duckey, Jim graduatced
from college and law school at that notlc institution, sometimes ree-
forrced to by its scasonal nicknamc "3 yards and a cloud of dust," botte:
known as Ohio Statc University. Jim completed law school there in 1954

Jim says his major intercst in the Civil “Jar centers around the
Navy. HMost probably this fascination for the Novy was duc to his threce
yoars of service in the ARMY from 1945 to 1947. As a final notc on his
intcrcst in the Civil War camc whilc stationed at Schoficld Darracks,
Hewaii. Here he had to armuc (this means to discuss logically and un-
cmotionally) with somc Mississippians end Georgions who wore still undes
the impression that the Yankees lost the war.

As an intrepgal part of Jim's talk, INSTRUCTIONS FROM FLAG OFFICER
GOLDSDOROUGH TO OFFICuLRS COMMANDING BLOCKADING VI:SSELS, has becn re=-
printcd on pure two of this newsletter. Jim asks that you thoroushly
familarize yoursclves with these instructions .

THE CAIRO

it i3 roare in a man's life that he actually lives his drcams,
The odds arc astronomical that this would occur. However, at our
February meotin: we wero. treated: to such a happening. It is nearly
indeseribahle the emotion registered “y Edwin Cearss as he described
the raisinz of the Federal Gunhoat Cairo. Those of you who will hear
fricnd Ed in the future plecage do yoursclf a favor an taze record it
for thosc who couldn't muke the mecting and your own su'scquent cnjoy-
ment latere c



INSTRUCTIONS FROM FLAG-OFFICER GOLDSBOROUGH
TO OFFICERS COMMANDING BLOCKADING VESSELS

A1l officers commandings vessels cmployed on blockading service bo=-
longing to the squadron under my command, arc to tc soverned by the
following zencral directions in the discharze of their dutics:

1, Duly notify neutrals of the .ceclaration of the blockade, and
give to it othcerwise all the puklicity in your powcr.

2. The blockode must he strict and absolutc, md only public armed
vegscls of fordign powers arc to be permitted to enter the ports which
arc placed in a"state of hlockade.

3. Protect our commerce from the depreciations of privateers, and,
as a matteor of coursc, capturc them and 0ll other vessels of the encmy
whenover you can do 80 without bheing scduced away from your station.

L. A lawful maritime Llockade rcquires the actual presence of an
adequate forcc stationcd at the entrance of the port, sufficicntly ncar
to trevent communication, The only excception to this rule ariscs out of
the occasionzl temporary absence of the blockading vessels, produccd by
aceident, as in the case of a storm, which does not suspend the legal
operation of a blockade, and to take advantage of such an accidental
absence is 2 fraudulent attemnt to break the blocksde, and will justify
the annlication of penalties, R :

5. A neutral or foreigzn vessel, procecding toward the cntrance of
a blockaded rort, is not to be capturcd or detained if she shall not
have rceeived previously from one of the blockading sguadron a-special
notification of the existence of the blockade, This notification must
he inscrted in writing on the resister and muster-roll of the ncutral
vessel by the eruiser which mects hor, end it should contain the
announcement, together with statements of the day and the latitude and
longitudc in which it was made,

6, Until the ports are claoscd by proclamation {that is, declarcd
%0 Le no.-longer ports of entry) thc warning just mentioned is to be con-
‘ tinued to ‘vesscls instcad of capturing at once, as will Ye the case whon

they “come to be s0 closcd,..

- 7 Vessels leaving suarded insurgent ports without legal clearances
arc to be seizcd and sent in for adjudication, If it e claimed that
there is not an eoffcctive blockadc, and therefore that they arc entitled
té depart, still they must not disrciard our municipal laws and the re-
quirements of the National Government. SR -

8, On the coast of North Cerolina mor¢ particularly, therc is an
exteonsive scheme of deliberately concorted mcasurcs to evade our vigi-
lance and disregard our laws, This must o broken up, and cvery effort
is to he mnde to accomplish the vurpose effectually.

* 9, Vessels witE ‘contraband goods on board, approaching any of the
blocKaded ports, or vesscls that may have clecared for any of those ports
or be found, with’ & due warning on their papers, hovering about any of

them, arc all to E% 'seizcd and sent in for adjudication,

L.M. Goldsborough
g Flog~=Oificera

September 28, 1861
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CODES, CIPHERS & THE MILITARY TELEGRAPH

There have been mony books and articles on the Military Tclegraph
but a virtual deorth of information aveila®le on the sulject of Codes
and Ciphcers uscd during the Civil YWeor,

Thorcefore, after o bricf history of the orzanization of the Mili-
tory Telerraph-ond the Wor Depertment Telegraph Office, the balanco of
this newsletter will be devoted to Codes and Cirhers, their usc, the
actual Codc names, tho successes, the failurces, the ancodotic happenings
as expericnced by both Union and Confederatces.

THE MILITARY TLLLGRAFH

There was no government telesraph orzanization before the Civil
Jares In the month of ipril, 1861, the imerican Telegraph Comtany whose
lines rcached Jashin:ton from the North, coxtended its wires to the 'lar
Department, Novy Yard, Arscnal, Chain-Iridge, and other outlying points,
There was no oppropriation to meet the cxpenses of a povernment toloe
grooh scervice, and for six months or morc idword S. Sanford, ircsident
of the Americon Telesra.h Compony, paid all the bills, agzresuting
thousands of dollers, for poles, wircs, instrumcnts, salarics of the
operators, cte. This was a gencrous and patriotic act on the part of
Sanford, which was gratefully dcknowledsed my the President and Scere=
tory Camcron and by the latter's successor, Stanton. The american
Telesraph Compony was, of course, reimburscd later through an appropria-

tion Ly Con:resse

R :

In the month of April, 1861, just after Sumter's fall, Simon Come-
ron, thoen Scerctury of Yar, requested President Thomson of the onnsyle-
vonia Jeilroad to sparce Vice=Frosident Thomas 4. Scott for o time, to
ot the railroad znd telegraph scrvice under proper control. Coloncl
Scott csked that Andrcw Cernczic, thoen superintendent of the Pittshurg
Divicion, should accompany and assist him. President Thomson acquigs-
ced. This was just before the Sixth Massachusctts, on April 19, 1861,
was assaulted whilc passing through the streets '6f Baltimore cn route
to the caditale

Androw Carnegie was then in Ueshington “ringing with him a drafted
force from his risilroad division, the nucleus of a strong railroad forec
so that the Government would bt able ot once to take posscssion of and
operate the railroads abo:t “ashington. This forece consisted of con-



ductors, trainmmen, trackmen, road-supervisors, bridze-builders, etc.

Carncgic remaincd at the capital until Novemher, Tith the strong
help of men such as R.F, Morlcy, the first military railroad superine-
tendent and David Strousce, the first military telegra h supcrintendent
{both men litcrally worked themselves to death cach dieine Lefore the
year was out), Carnesgic continued his work of orgsnizing and perfocting
tho military reilread agnd telesra v scrvice, which by that time had
been placed on such- g firm basis that he could e spoarced to return to
his formcr dutics at. Pittshurg, which post had “ccome of prime impore-
tance becausc of the increasing demands of the Government in the matter
of transportin: troops ond suvplics for MeClclland's army.

Four young opcrators, Duvid Strouse, Samucl Brown, Hichard O'Crion
end David rates, formed the nugleus of the United States Military Teole-
sraph, which Ibter, at its maximum strength, contained over fiftcon
hundred mombers. it is interestinz to note thet the United States
Military Telepraph Corps was:eo:spccial orzanization, and its members
were not considered an intesrel part of the army {excepting only ten or
twelve holding commissions, to cnablc them officially to recicve and
disturse funds and property); nor werc they under military control
propers Thoeir orders coming dircetly from the Secrctary of VWare Lfforts
were made to have Congress pass an act giving them officially what they
alweys claimed 0 be their real status in the United States frmy. Fine
a2lly on January 26, 1897, President Clevelond spproved an act authoriz-
ing and dircetins the Seerctary of Jor to issuc certificetes of honor-
able scrvice to 21l members of the Unitced States diilitary Tclegraph
Corps, or to the representatives. of deccased members. The act wes
carcfully drawn, howover, to ¢xclude them from receiving pensions.

- 3
Gocause of Strouse's poor health and subsequent death, James
Gilmore succceded, and he in turn wrs succecded by Thomas T, lickert,
Gilmorc having rosigned in favor of active duty with the 126th Pennsyl-
vaniz Voluntcers. bckert wis lator commissioned as a Major.

Amasa Stonc of Cleveland, Ohio, whost¢ daugbter afterward bocame
the wife of John Hay, was a director and large holder of stock in the
“estern Union Tclezrarh Company, of which Anson Staser was ~ceneral
superintendent.  Stone rccommendcd Stager to Secrotary o Yer Cameron
as a suitable person to teake seneral charge of military telegranh
mattors. lHeantime Stager had voluntarily cooperated with General
McClellzan in Ohio and “estorn Virginia, in the operation of tclegraph-
lines roquircd for military purposcs. In accordance with Stone's
sugrestion Cameron telegraphed Stager to come to Jashington, which he
did at once. Upon his arrival, he submitted a brief but comprehensive
plan for a militery telegrash service which was reforred by Thomas A.
Scott, Assistant Secrctary of ‘lar, to tho iresident, who rceturncd it
on the samc day with this indorsemcent:

Jashington, D.C. Oct. 28, 1861.

I have not sufficicnt time to study and maturc an
opinion on this plan. If the Scerctary of Jar has con-
fidence in it ond is satisficd to 2dopt it, I have no
cbjcctions,

Ay Lincoln.
., The Secretary of Uor formally approved the plan, and on Novcember

11, 1861, Stager wes anpointcd captain and assistant-quartermester, and
on Hovemlor 25, 1861 wos assigncd in Special Orders 313 to duty as gone=



ral manacer of military telepraph-lincse Staror was commissioned colo=-
nel in the army on Februory 26, 1862, and hrevet brigadicre-zeneral
ilarch 13, 1865, for meritorious scrvice, Orceial Orders 313 must have
been lost in tho hurry sni excitcment of war preparetions, for on Feb-
ruery 25, 1862, Stuzcr wos appointed "Hilitery superintendent of all -
tclograph-lines and offices in the United States," and on April &, 1862,
we find that General Order 38 oproints him assistant quartcermaster and
military supcrintendent of tclesrarth=lines throushout the United States.
Each of these orders placed 211 lines and employecs under the control
of the Sccretary of Yar, and required commending officers to "furnish
rations and give all nceessory aid to Colonel Stager and his assistants
in thc construction, rcpair, wunl protection of military tclegraph-lines.

Stager from timc to time aprointed assistants, who were also given
commissions in the Guartermastor's Department, to cnable tbem to handle
government property and eash. Major Eckert was Colonel Stager's prin-
cipel assistont, in immediate charge of tclegrash operations at “fash-
ington and in the Department of the Potomac. Colonel Stager visited
Washington occasionally, but resided in Clevelnnd, and ofter October,
1863, he made that place his permancnt headquarters and from thit point
dircctoed thr operations of the corps gencrally, giving particular
attention to matters in the West and Southwest, his principal sssistant
in th=t section being Coloncl lictcrt C. Clowry, who was stationed first
at Littlc Rock and afterward at St. Louis. On Iarch 13, 1865, along
with his superior /nson Stazer, Clowry was appointed brevet licutcnante-
colonel for "meritorious sorvice and devoted application to duty," a
charseterization that all who knew him considoer well hestowed. He was
latcr president of the Yestern Union Tele:raph Company.
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WAR DEPARTMENT TELEGRAPH OFFICE

hfter scverel location chanses the final onc was made soon after
the MONITO:=MERAZIMGC fi~ht in March, 1862, when Scceretary Stanton
dirccted the office to Mc located in the old library room, on the sec-
ond floor front, adjoining his own quarters. It was in this.old lib-
rary that oporator David Bates discovercd a couy of Loget's "Thesaurus,”
to which all the operators made frequent refercncc, especially during
the time when Mre Chorles 4. Diona, fissistont Scerct:ry of iar, wag at
Grant's and Rosccrans's headquarters, from cach of which he scent long
civher-despatches containing words with meanings ncew and ohscure to the
tclesraph boys. Tiose guaerters were to be uscd until after the close
of thce war.

From Jonuary, 1862, when Stanton ontered the cabinet, until the
war cnded, the telegraphie reins of the Govermment werce held by a firm
and skillful hand. Nicolay and Hay, in their ®"Abraham Lincoln,™ say
that Stuonton "centered the telesraph in the Wor Department, where the
publication of militury ncws, which might prematurcly rcach the encmy,
could be superviscd, and, if nccessary, delayed,".

The Wer Dejartment telegravh office was the scene of many vitally
important conforcnces hetween Lineoln anl membors of his cabinet, lead-
ing gonerals, congressmen and others, who soon lcarncd thit when the
President was not at the “Jhite Housce he could most likcly be found in
the teleorsraph officc. Lincoln almost lived in the tclesranh office whor
a battlc was in vrogress, and on other occasions would drop in, as he
somgtimos jocosely remarked, to zot rid of the pestering crowd of officc
seckers.



The staff of the ar Department tcloegraph office consisted at first
-of a fow orerators only, Monager Jilliem 3, Wilson had opencd onm April
17, 1861, .in Pennsylvania’s Governor Curtinf?s office, the first militory
teole-ranhy office on the continent. '‘ilscn scerved as manager from May,
1861 to March, 1852, rcsigaing to 7o active dutye
_ David Homer Lates succcoded Wilson as manager holding this pogition
until Auvpust, 1866, :Also scheduled into Bates? work was that of ciphors
. operator along with. Chorles. i, Tinkcer, Albert S, Chandler, George e
Baldwin, and Frank Stowart. &8s the telesrayhic work increascd the stafi
was. enlarced ungil at one time there werce ten or twelve day operators,
and;-as noeds regquired, two or three ni-ht operators.

A1 ‘military teleraph desoatches from or to Uashinston of necesse
ity pessed throu'h the ar Denartment officc. The operators werc fully
ogeupicd in the work of transmitting and roceiving these messzies over
the wires, and the cipher-oncrators in transloting theo more importang
ones invo and out of cipher. Albert E.H., Johnson was in charge of
filing the many messages sway in a carceful and precise fashion. Johnson
before the war was a clerk in Stanton's law office and came with him
to the Var Department as his private scerctary in Junuary, 1362, He
rerained in that capacity, and as custouion of military telegrams, un-
il Stanton lefi the cabinet in 1863, Tho Govornment was fortunate in
having Hajor Johnson for such an importent duty, and historians of the
Civil War for all time will have cause to ne gratceful for his conscien=-
tious work toward the srcat array of volumes of the "O0fficial Cecords®
which contain thousands of military telegrams all carefully filed hy him

R IR R R EE RS
CIPHER-CODES AND MESSAGES

Anson Staszer was the author of the first Federal ciphers, which he
deviced for General MeClellan's use in Yest Virginia, in the summer of
1261, before lieGlellan came to Jdeshington, Thoy were very simple, con
sisting merely of cards, about three inches by five, on which wos prin-
ted a series of key-words and arbitraries, the former indicatin; the
number of lines and columns and the route or order in which tho messages
mizhit be written, the arbitrary words being used to represcent names of
places and persons. “Jhen an important .espatch was intrusted to &
cirher-operator for transmission, ke first rewrotc it carefully in five
six, or seven columns, as the case misght be, adding extra or Llind words
on the last line, if it was not full. A koy=-word was then selected to
indicate the number of columns and lines and the oarder in which the
words of thc messaze were %o be copied for transmission by wire.

For instance, a certain kcy-word would represent tie combination
of seven columns and eleven lincs, and the route would be up the sixth
columm, down the tird, up the fifth, down thc seventh, up the first,
down the fourth, down the second, At the end of each column a hlind
word would bo inserted, provided tho code so directed, and at the end
of the despatch one or morc blind words might te added at the discro=-
tion of the cigher-operator, for the purpose of increesing the diffi-
culty of tronslation by unanthorizoed oersons. The key-word and the
biind words would bo .discarded by the clphopeoperator when translating
the despateh into knglish,.. The totgl numbor of words in a ciphor-
mossage in the above mentioned comkination would te 7 x 12 plus 1 cqual
85, provided po extro words were added at tihc end, as above indicatod.

“ThiS-soﬁeﬁh&t'c%udcnbﬁﬁwreallygbffective method was improved upon
from time to ticm by the Yar Debartment staff of cipher-oporators.
Mr, William &, Plum, in his history, "The Military Telegraph," Vol. I,
page 60U, says:3



"The Civher System, origninated by Anson Steger, and
developed mainly by him, but in no small degrec by
others, more particularly T.T. Edkert, A,7. Chandler,
D. Hemer sates and Clarles A. Tinker, was cminently
successful. Coudes of civher messages quite often
reached the cpenmy, ond some were published in their
newspapers, with a general request for translation,
but all to no purpose. To the statement that in no
case did an encmy ever succecd in decipherings such
messaces, let us add that neither did any Federa
cipher-operator ever prove recreant to his sacred
trust; and we have, in a scntence, two facts that
rcfleet infinite credit upon the corpse”

RLSUME OF THE FEDLRAL CIPHERS

From time to time the Var Department staff issued successive print-
ed editions of their cipher-code, nmbering twelve in all, in pocketbook
sizc, containing at first sixteon printed pages, and in the last edition
forty-cight pages. The front part was taken up with key-words, in dif-
ferent order and various combinations, The romainder of the book conw
tained a series of printed arbitrary words opposite which, in each case
respectively, the operator wrote the name of a person, place, or short
rhrase most likely to he used in military dispatches. To the President,
cabinct officers, and leading zenerals two; three, and in some cases
half o dozen arbitrary words were assigned, so that in any dispatch pre-
pared for transmission it would not be nceessary to use a rmiven word
more than once. This precaution was also followed in the key=-word
section, several different words heing set apart to represent cach sep=-
arate combination, Arbitrary words were also usced to indicate the mon=-
th, day, and hour of each cipher messaze when ready for transmission,

CIPHENRS NO, 6 & 7

These ciphers were introduced ecarly in the war, and were first held
by a select few, and subsequently held by a much larger number of men,
Gene. Cucll's carly oierations in Kentucky and Tennessee, and also
Halleck's up to the occupation of Corinth, were telegraphed in these
ciphers. In the Last, department ciphers were used which were modeled
after tie gencral plan of these, but diffcred mainly in routes and
arbitraries.

Civher No. 6 may be said to be merely an claboration of the first
one, Its column routes and general order of arranzement were the same.
Its commencement words, bowever, were thosc which indicated the number
of words in the messaie, instead of lines; thus, Mail meant six; lMay,
twelve, August, cighteen words, etc., and in case the messaze fell short
of the words indicated, others without significance were added after
the sirnoture, to complete the civher,

In No. 7, which was very like No. 6 in most rcspects, the commence=
ment words indicated tle number of lines, and there were key words for
as many as twenty lines. These ciphers contained many new arbitraries.
then Gen John H, Morgsan captured operotor Jrooks and his cipher copy,
at Gallatin, Tenncssce, in Auzust 1662, these keys were abandoned.

CIPHEL NO. 12

This one was a sreat improvement on the former. It was adopted
some time in 1662, and continued in use until-August 1664. Dcins the
first of & new series, numbered 12, 9, and 10, it will particularly
deseribe it. It contained srbitrories for every hour and half hour of
the day and two others each--cither of which were used-~for the names
of all prominent officers, civil, military, naval and Confederste; also



for all important rivers and places likely to be nomed in cipher mess-
ares, besides others for all the States and for words and even phrases
in common usc in war dispatches. Bight pages were devoted to column and
line indicators and routes, The commencement words indicated the number
of lines in 2 messapge or division of a telegram, and the respective
routes in which tho telegrem or partial messase was preparede The first
paze of the key was devoted to messazes or scctions thereof, containing
four lines. Ve find there thc commencement words, army, dnson and
action each of which indicsted that the message was five columns. Three
other words on that rape indicated four columns, ond others six, Dach
column had a distinct routc. The other scven pages were alike in gene-
ral character, but indicated a greater number  of lines. The eight page
route was not by columns, but by number, i.e., each square made by the
column lines was numbered, and the words were placed therein according
to their key number, counting from the beginning,

Stephen L. Rohinson, cipher operator, accompanied General A.d.
Smith on his march against Forrest, and was captured by guerrillezs,
while returnin:z, when number 12 cipher key was taken from him. This wac
in July, 1664, and in consequence the key was very soon after discarded.

CIBILR HO. 9

In January, 1863, it wos, for prudential reasons purely, deemed
advisable to substitute at the chief points and e ad-quarters in the
Yestern Department at least, a new cipher key for No, 12, and therefore
No. 9 was arransed and delivered., Thus No, 12 was left in jeneral use,
No. 9 being the particular cipher No. 10 followed a few months later.
S, Tcekwith, Gen. Grant's cipherer while at Memphis, succeeded, by
the use of diiferent colored inks, in making one key-book exhibit all
three systems. This wes not difficult, as the printed key and arbitrary
words were alike (but with different meanings), and by using red ink
all through for Ko, 10, blue for No., 9, and black for No, 12, the dis-
tinction was always cvident; thus, "Asia"™ or "Adam" which in red ink
meant "Gen McClellan," in black meant "Gen Halleck," and in blue "Presi-
dent Lincoln." In this shape, scveral copies of these ciphers were
subsequently issucd by the chief of the Tclegraph Corps,.

CIPHERS NOS. 1 & 2

No. 1 cipher supplanted No, 9, and it is probable that more impor-
tant teleprams were sent in it, than any other. It was made in 1862,
but did not come into general use until February 1664, September 24,
1664, when operators Pettit and Ludwig were captured at ithens, Alabame,
Confederate General Forrest obtained a copy, after which this number was
discarded. It consisted of twonty-five pases of the usual size, i.c.
about the size of a bank book. One nage was filled with time arbitra-
ries; six with line indicators and column routcse. DLach pase contained
nine words, either indicating the same number of columns and the one
route on such page, but there were duplicate sets of line. indicators on
sach page; thus, on onc page, "dunce" and "snuff"™ meant one line; "char-
ge" and "zold" ten lincs, etec. Desides tle column and route indicator,
two words were added to si:ow the number of lines; hence, if & nmessage
was fifty-five words long, the key terms might be "army", (meaning five
columns and indicatin-~ also the route,) "Snuff,zold," i.e. five columns
of eleven lines, or instead of "snuff,zo0ld,"™ any other two, which added
equaled cleven, could he used; or some word indicating more columns,
with two other words meaning fewer lines. In this cipher there were
nearly nine hundred arbitrary words. Tor cxample, "Adam" meant MHaine,
"Arno™ Arkznsas, ctce.; "Apple" Fort Sumter, "inimal® Fort lMonroe, etc.;
"herlin® Red River, "Attica” [otomac, etc.; "ologna™, and seven other
words meant the President, "lruno" and five others thc Seet of “ar,etc.;
"3lack® or "i3lubber' City Point, "Empress™ or "Embrace" Nashville, etc.;



tlogsanna® or "Hushand®™ Jeff Davis, "Hunter” or "Happy™ General Lee, ete:
#Juno" and five others General Grant, "Lady" and three otheors General:
George Thomas, etc. There were, also, arbitraries for arms, brige-gen,
by the way of, cavalry, defeat-ed-ing, movement, surprisc, regiment
troops, encountered the cnemy in strong force, etc., etce., and finaily
for numerals., #4ny cxtra hlind or check word was added at the end of
each column. '

Ho. 2 cipher was arranced on precisely the sume principle, differ-
ing only in the sipgnificance of arbitraries, key-words und line indica-
tors. This was not, however, so rcnerally held as No. 1.

CIFIERS NOS. 3, 4 & 5

Mo, 3 was the first of a series of three ciphers, numbered 3, 4 &
5, Quite a number of arbitrary words and their signification used in
No. 3 were sugiested by S.He cckwith, who had carcefully noted down
many important words and cxpressions not then represented by arbitra-
rics, In selectinz these words, leckwith was careful to choose those
least likely to be mis-sent, slthouph this matter had not been entire~
ly overlookcd, it will be obscrved that it was of great consequence, in
as much as telegraphic characters are composed of dots, as in "p" o+ «
dashes, as in "% "1% & (" and spaces, &s in "o"., . contra-distingu-
ished from "i" ., , Somctimes the sounder would "stick"™ on letters,
making dashes where dots should appear; ;thus "racific” was received at
Jar Depertment, as "fairfye". The letter "p" dounded "f", and the re-
ceiving operator misconceived most of the other letters. The cirherer
in /ashinzton bein~ himself an operator, discovercd the mistake, which
none hut & telegravhist would have done. Although such errors were un-
common, the annoyed translator has been vexed many times by them.

Cipher No. 3 was first introduced on December 25, 1864, and was
intended for use at General Grant's Sherman's, Thomas's, Sheridan's and
Camby's hoadquarters at least, but it is believed it never reached the
Jest, and was, in fact, littlc used, if at all, after IMarch 23, 1865,
when No. 4 was adopted.

No. 4 was the last key used in the war. DMarch 23, 1665, it wes
sent to Cant W,.G. Fuller, at headquarters, Military Dcpartment West of
the Mississippi; to S.H. leckwith, at Grant's; C.G. Lddy at Sherman's,
end Wo.Re Plum at Thomas! headquarters;onc other copy being retained at
the 'Jar Department.

As shown clsewhere, when the sword was rcturned to its scabbard,
the Federsl Government reconstructed and operated the Southern lines;
but ere long surrendered them to their owners, retaining, however, in
its service certain chosen telezraphers, at a salary of twenty-five
dollars ver month (where the operators were employed by a tclograph
company), and June 20, 1665, No. 4 and all other ciphers were discarded
and No. 5 was sent to the operstors and retained until they were dis~
charized. ‘ '
There were in No. 4, arbitrary words representing the time of day,
dates, days, months, year, numerals, punctuation marks, chief officers.
of the government and of the Federal and iebel armics, military names
and common expressions, o5, "I have ordered," "I think it advisable,”
states, rivers, places, etc.; in all, numbering sixteen hundred and
eisht arbitraries, exclusive of key words. The kcy proper, was composed
of twelve pages, each differing in the¢ words used and the route enploy-
od. There were no directions in the book for the use of the cipher,
which if captured, would ~reatly puzzle the possessor.

RESUME ADDLNDUM
Lesides the cipher keys above descrilbed, there werc others called

"department civhers.” Thesc were used mor. cntensively in the Depart-
ment of Missouri than any other. Theoy werc nearly as simple os the wold



six columm" cipher, as the first was sometimes called, and were handled
by officers and operators. Tony Walsh lost one of thesc keys with his
pocketbook, and Iriy General McNeil lost another.

tHith an occasional exception, the Jar Departmont ciphers were man-
irulated by operators. In the latter years there were no excentions.
This occsioncd hitter jealousies on the part of many staff officers,
usually the capteins and lieutenants. The thought that a non~commissio-
ned man-~2 mere citigen--perhaps a boy, at that, should be so closely
associated with the commanding officer; that the sreatest secrets of the
general should e communicated to his superior through such a mcdium,
and the staffling remein in utter ignorance of those vital facts, was
indeed galling, and consequently provokcd numerous embarrassments for
the operator. It often happened thaot these under officers chafed at
the refusal of the operator to inform them cven in a pgeneral way what
was transpiring.

The personal staff officer was likely, except during a campaign,
to have many idle hours to spend, and however important his scrvices
were in the field, he could not but feel much unrest while located in
towns and cities, pendirg preparations for octive operations. here-
fore, he sighed for such employment as became his position, and nonc
was so tempting as that which would make him the medium of confidental
cogmunciations of great military consequence between his gencral and
others.

For some time after the outbreak of the war, army ciphers werce put
up to some oxtent by staff officers. General Lander while in ‘lest
Virginia under General lMecClellan, and Capts Thoms and Thompson at Nashe-
ville under Zosecrons, in the winter of 1862-3, maninulated the cipher
key then in use, In November 1862, Gencrals Grant & Hamilton, it is
related, were in close consultation at LaGrange, Tennessce. Immediately
after, flamilton went to the front, where he received 2 cipher telegram
from General Grant, but after studying it for half and hour, Kamilton
reguired operator Low Spellman to repeat it, which being done, the rec-
petition accorded with the first transmission, Hamilton could not
translate it, and Grant insisted it was correct. Grant soon abandoned
the business to his ecipher operators. Dut in December, 1863, the Gene-
ral Grant went to Knoxville, Tenncssce without taking his cipherer
seckwith., En route, Grant received many Yashington dispatches, whi ch
were to him, certainly no pleiner than the hieroglyphs of Egypt @
Mexico. Conscguently, on his return to Nashville, he directed Deckwith
to give a copy of the key to Lt. Colonel Comstock, of his (Grant's)
staff. Obedience to this order, brought about an interesting corres-
pondence botwecn Colonel Stager and General Halleck, and lialleck and
Grant, ending in the cipher being rostored to Leckwith, and forever
settling the question as to who should handle the important ciphoer keys,
in favor of tclegraph opcrators.

From Charlces Danat's ™iecollections of the Civil Yar™ comes this
story: "The only messase sent by this civher to be translated by an out-
sider on the route, so far as I know, was that onc of 4 P.l., September
20, 1663, in which I reported the Union defeat at Chickemauga. Goen ReSe
Granper, who was then at Nashville, was at the telegraph office waiting
for news when my dispatch passed through. The operator guessed out the
dispatch, as he afterward confessed, and it was possed around Nashville
The azent of the Associated Precss st Louisville sent out a private
printed circular quoting me as an suthority for rcporting the battle as
a total defeat, aond in Cincinnati liorace Maynard repeated, thc same day
of the battle, the entire second sentcnce of the dispatch, "Chickamauga
is as fatal 2 a name in our history as Dull dun,”



This premature disclosurc to the public of what was only the truth,
well known at the front, caused a preat deal of trouble. 1 immediately
set on foot an investigation,.to discover who had penetrated our cipher
code, and soon wrrived at’ a satisfactory understanding of the matter,
of which Mr. Stanton was duly informed., .No bleme could attach to me,
as was manifcst upon the inquiry; ncvertheless, the scensation resulted
in considerable annoyance all along the line from Chattanooga to Wash-
ington,  I'gipzested. to Ir..Stanton the adyisability of concocting a
nveaﬁﬁimOfé*diificuly”éi@h@f, but it .was mever chanped, so far as I

oo Bepdode e ofe e sk sk sk

ClopT it w98 gMAGER'S CIPHER

now’refhembora® 1

McClellsn's  campaisn in Jest Virginia, Anderson's early operations
in Kentucky, and Fremont's, farther west, were arransed and conducted
largely by the uce of this ¢ipher, which is so short that it is printed
below in full, precisely as found on the back of a small business card,
on which C6l. J.J.S. Yilson carried it, L e

- The words in the first column indicated the number of lines in the
messege, -end - precedéd all othcrs in the telegrams as transmitted. Those
in thc second column are check Words, onc of which wos thrown in at the

end of every. sixth word,
the. certzin officers, pleces, 6h¢.  I& must. be remembered. that the -
following is all that wag ever Written:: the routes, columns and names
of holders being verbally comgiunicateds. ..

Thé others are sclected words to represent

COMM:sNCEMENT JORDS - ARITRARY  WORDS
C#?HﬁR LORDS 4
1 2 3 . 3 b
1. Mail check Scott Baﬁgad Beﬁison Loﬁdon
2. May Charge icClellan Mocoa Curtin. .. Vienna
3., fugust Change ™ Steedman Lremen Private -~ Star
L. March Cheap Kelly Lerlin “ird's Pt Uncle
5+ June Church Yates Dublin Columbus,KyDanube
6. April Caps ~ Lates Turin Memphis Darien
7« July Show Horris Veniee Paducah Darby
8. Telegraph Sherp Cox Drussells Moundcity Geneva
9. Marine Shave Washington Nimrod Novy Yard Mexico
16, Tloard Shut - Parkersburg Cain Tillow = - lirazil
11, Account Ship Cornwellis Abel DeM'Cullough
12, Dircctor Shields -  Smithton - Kane Grenada
13. President -Poles - Clarkshurg. Noah Fremont ~ Paris
14. Central .5 Tools ‘Grafton Lot Eunter Hoscow
15, January Glass . Cumberland.. Jonah Grant Arabia
16, luffalo Pet ‘Jheeling Peter Gen Smith Ialtic
17. Pittsburg Vile Fairmount - . Paul Gen Payne Dritain
18, Cleveland sase Horner's Ferry Judas McClellan Lgypt
19. Rochester Miscrant Cumberland Job Gen Allen Nepgro
20, Audit Scoundrel  Martinshurg . - Joe : 2
21, Company Scamp “Richmond 7 Frank
22, Station Thief Cziro e Sam
23. lleport Puppy . St. Louis. Ham,K .-
2, Decomber Gentlemepn = Marietta.: Shem .
25, Doston Koblemsn * “Frentiss . | Mary =
26, Lalance Just ' Lynem . .., France . -
27. Refund ' © o Bleir - . - Rome. o
28, Debtor .. "Pope Niagars
29, Creditor -~ ' Horton eru
30. ibstract e kL T SR i !
31, United T (N ARDITRARIES VERE ADDID AS
32, Annual - o Yy "MILITARY OFGRATIONS SELMED TO
33, Duplicate- LR C ey REQUIRLY oo
No., lines



EXAMFLL' OF STAGEK'S CIPHER
- o " . Parkersburg, Va., Junec 1, 1861
To Maj Gen G.'. McClellan, Cincipnatiy Ohio:

Telegracsh the have be not I hands profane right hired held must
start my cowardly to zniresponsiblc Qrittenden to at polite ascertain
engine for Colonel desiring demands curse the to success hy not repu=-
tation nasty state go of. superceded Crittenden past kind of up this
being, Colonel my just the road division since advance sir kill.

- _ ‘ F.te Londer
INSTRUCTIONS FOL DECIPHERING MESSAGE iIOVE:

To decipher this, taoke o sheet of paper and make six columns
starting left to risht. HMake a scoventh column remembering that each
seventh word is a "blind" or "check® word not relating to the message.
The first word always indicates the number of lines in the message.
Consult the cipheor key for the proper number of lines in the message.
To add spice to the deciphering of this message you will not be ziven
the column route, This you must fizurc out for yourself. You actually
have much morc to go on that the Confoederates! cipher-breakers.

NOTL: SLL LOTTOM OF PAGEL FOR Thi TEXT OF LaANDER'S MiISSAGEH
% s B o % ko ok & %k s % ol sk

SUIMHMARY

During the American Civil ‘Jer, thc Union used a combination code-
cipher which was morce successful than it should have been. This was
most evident in the relatively futile attempts of the Confcederate
cipher-breakers., Zven going to the cxtreme of publishing the messages
in their newspapers asking anyone to help break the code.

It is a fact without hencfit of saying it that the coumplete stary
o the Federal Cipher System hss not been presented in this ncwsletter,
The subjcct of the Confederate Cipher System could not be touched bLe-
causc of this same space limitation., Yith your permission and Ly com-
mand decision, on attompt will be mode to complete what has become a
most pleasuraﬁle experience in researeh and writing?(mostly_editing).

B % % % sk LA % % koL ok R % A

LANDER 'S MESSAGE
READ OUT .- . .
’ ‘ " Parkersburg, Va., June 1, 1861
To Maj Gen G.VW. McClellan, Cincinnati, Ohio: B \

Sir, my past reputation demands at my hands

the risht to ascertain the state of the advance,

Colonel Crittenden not desiring to start.l have

hired en cngine to w0 up road. Since being

superseded by Colonel Crittenden, must not be held

responsible for success of this division.
: F.W. Lander

To translate the above dispatch of Lander's which, instcad of teing
first written in the ordinary way, from left to risght, was placed:in
columns, read it by columns, uu the sixth, down the first, up the fifth,
down the second, up the fourth and down the third,



