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VINODICATION OR REDELPTION OF Led JALLACH?

A larger than life-size figure dallace, volunteer soldier of
two wars, author and politician, was thrust upon the stage of the
Civil dar early in 1861. Then came Shiloh and Lew's failure to
find the battle. As Grant's star(s} rose Wallace's sank until he :
finally obtained command of the Baltimore Military Distriect., This
was a safe command under Washington's eye but with no combat until
Jubal Zarly came roaring down the valley in July, 1864, _

As Early routed several Union forces, wWashington became uncertain
and befuddled, reaction was slow - too slow! dallace made a fateful
choice to fight a no-win action at lonocacy. was this an attempt
at redemption or a real vindication of his real character?

Bill Bates will attempt to provide some insight to Lew wallace -
the Original Hoosier Hotshot!
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JANUARY MEETING HELD AT
o ARMORY

Twenty-one members met at thigs
historic landmark and enjoyed a
tour conducted by Captain John
Morgan, U.S.A.Retired, manager.

After a catered meal that even
Bayless pronounced good, captain
Morgan gave a brief resumb of the
history of the Grays, which was
organized in 1837,

The Civil War participation of
this colorful regiment chronicles:
April 19, 1861...1left for war as
Co. E 1st CVI under Col.A.M.KeCook,

First under fire at Vienna, Va., L
June 17, 1841, (continued on pase )
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THE ASSQSSIQ OF ?%ES%@E?@T LINCOLY TAKES HIS OWH LIFE
ACCORDING TO HIS RELATIV ES AND PROMINENT ACTORS

‘BAINT LOUIR, Juns §—A dispaich
to the Globe-Democrat from BEald, (.
T., gays:

* Junlus Brutus Booth, the actor, and
nephew of John Wilkes Booth, the as-
gasgin of Pregident Ydmeoln, has iden~
tified the remains of ihe man ksnewn
a8 David B, (eorge, 8s his nncle,

Gaorge, o Booth, committed sulelds
‘here Jagnary i4 last, snd in hia sffecis
was found a letter directed to H. L.
Bates, of Momphis, Tenn.

« Mr. Bates came hore % thaf tlms and
{ully identified the body as John Wilkes
Hooth, He then went esat and. gb-
t{ﬁn&*ﬁ positive identification of the re-

fﬂleveland Daz;g &or?d.~

maing from the dead man's nenhew and
from Joseph Jeffergon, Miss Clars Mor-

s and others who Koeow hirg fm his.

onrl? days.

According %o HMr. Bates’ story, hs
had acted as Booth's confidential agent
and atiorney for nearly forty years.

After Lipeold wae shot the assassis
szeaped to the Oarrety plasistion fn
Virginia., Mr, Baies sald the man whe
was hilled was named RBuddy. Being
warped Booth left Garrett’s snd was

taken care of by friends in Céntral”
Heontucky, He lster soitled at Glen-!

rose Millg, Tex., where he conducied g

gitozs for z;e?emz vears ag John ‘*&iﬁ%

Helen,

WEORESDAY, TURE 3, fgg

s THE MAN WHO SHOT
¥ THE MAN WHO 5

HOT LINCOLN

lany are the hoaXes
around the assassin,

that haeve centered

of which the old

clipping above is one. AS recently as
1977 a boeok and movie, The Lincoin
Congpiracy, was branded by gnV?ouiY”?W

ore of The {ivil dar

Times lllustirated

as & phoney based upon f@rge& documents

and & myth.

‘There is no doubt that nmany mysi
are shrouded in the military tri

the consgpirators, the hiding of
Booth's body, the shady actions of

,Lafayette C. gakers head of the

L%
Secret Service. (continued on page 4)

HO4 1 BRCAME THNTERESTED

Prom Gea Island, Gecrgia, came a
welcome letther frsm Jack Cullen,
from which the following quote
was cullied.

"Charliie Clsrke’s letter has ins.
pired the following. Too, some

of our newer members might like to
Know how the CWRET came into being.

y e

“We had some friends for Thanksgiv-
ing dinner along with their house
gues 3ty from Milwaukee. That was
back in 1255. dhen the subject of
the Civil dWar arodse and I express-
e2d a2 certain interest I was asked,
"Don’t you have s Civil war Round
Table?" It was sugzested that I
wirlte to Ralph Newman in Chicago,
which I did., and was told to con-
tact the late Ken Grant as another
Civil dar entbus g%, Ken and T
made 38 trip w&tﬁ 2 Chamanoo%a -
Atanta areag thaqe were the day.

to see the battlefields, and on

iour refturn decided to take action.

Bach of us invited six interested
Civil #ar buffs to a dinner meet~
ing and the Cleveland CWRT was
born."” JACK CULLEN 4 » &

Gur Treasurer, John Harkness, at a
recent meeting gave the writer a
guickie run~down on how HE became
interested in the Civil dar. It
seems that when he was a callow
youth (have often wondered what
that means,) he did not evidence
much interest in athletics, girls
and other such activities, so his
parsnts took him on some extended
tours of Civil dWar battlefields.
Haturally. this engendered an
everlasting ?ﬁterest in all yhah
of that pericd, which has pers: ted

lup to the arwseﬂt much to the

enefit of our organization.
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ %

iSome of our membership may be urn-~

aware of the fzci that our former
active, and now out-of-town mem-
per, BOB THUNMB, writesz a column
for the ye?ﬂlpg+on Banner {% .}, a
retirement project at which hﬂ
excells. @gartlpg next month will
be 2 series of these interesting
articlies, perforce condensed, %o
continue this feature of your
-’arﬁer,

SEND IN YOUR STORY!!H?




Thomas Nast, cartoonist for Harper's Weekly left for posterity

' not only the cartoon symbolspf the donkeg for the Democratic
Party and the elephant for the Repullican, but the first moder:y
version of Santa Claus. Many of his cartoons favored enlistmens
in the Union Armies, and Lincoln referred to Nast as "our best
recrulting sergeant.”, 4 x ¥ »

Lincoln's youngsters Tad and Willie had a doll named "Jack”
which was dressed in a Zouave uniform. One day et play they
imagined him sleeping on duty, sc they sentanced him to death
and prepared a grave beside a bush on the wWhiteMouse lawn. A
gardner advised them to appeal to the President before ihe
execution. The result was a note written on Executive Mansicn
stationery which read, "The doll Jack ic pardoned. By order of
the President. A. Lincoln"
- & % » % 4
That Lincoln shocked many people with his crude brand of humor
there ig little doubt. This was mentioned in many books; a
sample quote will suffice: Lincoln struck many as simply un-
~couths the frontier stories he told and some of his hilarious
remarks, as they went the rounds of Fourteenth Street {near
I\ location of the Herald, Tribune, Times, World, Daily News and
“ Journal of @Gommerce) went beyond what a newspaper could print.
Reporting the Civil war
: - : : : : Louis M., Starr -
In searching for examples of these “"dirty stories,” one was
finally unearthed in a book about Arkansas folkore by Vance
iandolph. It is the story involving a name, written in the
snow, of the son of a neighbor who recognized his daughter's
handwriting. e R % # W -

Lincoln was not averse to lending his name to a {using the
_modern word,) “"commercial,® with reservations. When one Prof.
Gardner applied to the President-Elect for a soap testimonial,
he good humoredly comjlied thus: '
. Springfield, Ill. Sept, 28, 1860

Dear Sirs .. .

Some specimens of your Soap have been used at our house and
Mrs. I, declares it to be a superior article. She at the
~came time protests that 1 have never given sufficient att-

ention to "the soap question" to be a competent judge. A. L.
) ) : * ¥ K X F W ) ) .
In the same source, The Wit and Wisdom of A. Lincoln by Jack
Lang, was found this wire in reply to an urgent 3.0.S from Gen.
Daniel Tyler: Gen'l. Tyler, Martinsburg: ‘
S If you are besteged how do you dispatch me?
Why did you not leave before being beseiged? A.L.
¥ B ¥ OH W ® H

In 1897 LaSalle Corbett Pickett, widow of the Rebel General

. whose name will forever be linked with Gettysburg, was a popul-
_ar Lyceum and Chaut¥jua speaker. This lady was the young bride

to whom the older George Pickett was always writing love letters
 throughout his service under Longstreet, from Gaine's Mill to
Five Forks. . ' : T
one of the anecdotes with which she dramatized her war exper-
iences occurtd after the fall of Richmond. Rumors were that
Pickett had been killed at Pive Forks, but she never bellieved
that “"her soldier”™ would not come home to her. They were anxiou:

hours, what with the city burning and full of Yankaes.

The day after the most severe fire there was a sharp rap at her
door, which she answered, her baby under her arm.. When she



opened the door she looked up at a tall, gaunt, sad-faced man. "Is
this the home of George Pickett?” he asked.

"Yes," she replied, "and I am his wife and this is his baby. "

"1 am Abraham Lincoln.*® ' : '

"The President,” she gasped. . ' ' B

"No, Abraham Lincoln, George's old friend." with that he fondled the
child, informed her that her husband was, indeed, alive, and then said,

vefore leaving, "Tell your father, the rascal, that I forgive him for
the sake of your bright eyes.® ' ' R

- We have only Mrs. Pickett's word for this dialogue, but give her the

benefit of the doubt when considering the fact that Lincoln knew and had
liked young Pickett well enough to have secured an appeintment for him

- THE KAN AHO SHOT THE MAN #HO SHOT LINCOLN (continued from page. 2)

But the factsfare'élaar that the man éOrnéréd_iﬂ a barn by a troop of

.U.S.Cavakymen and shot by one of them was John Wilkes Booth+ Herold, the

only, other conspirator who accompanied Booth on his flight, surrendered,
but Beoth refused to come out, so they set fire to the place and a troope:

. by the name of Boston Corbett plugged him through a crack 'in.the boards.

Baoéh, the Clark Gable of his day, was easily recdgnized when'théy'draggw
ed him out and was laid to die on the porch of the farm. . Captain EZ.P.
Doherty and a dozen of his men looked upon the dying assassin and cursed
him,: ) o - . i . . .

Boéton Corbett, a religious nﬁt who had spent a few months as a prisoner

at Andersonville, was arrested for disobeying the order to bring Booth
back alive. The bullet entered the back of Booth's head in exactly the
same place where his bullet had hit Lincoln. -Corbett always claimed
that 1t was the hand of the Lord who directed his shot, o

Contrary to many stories, Boston Corbett was not adjudged insane and muat
away after Stanion released him from arrvest. He migraied %o Kansas as a

. honesteader, and became a local character.’ In 1887 he was appointed

sergeant-at~arms in thé S3tate House at Topeka. For a short time he dis-

- charged his duties proudly and properly, pacing the legislative halls

with pistols dangling from his belt, adornments he had always worn, along
vwith shoulder-length hair, 411 went well uniil one day he became susplic-
ious of some employees ioitering in the hall and whipped out his guns,

R TR

~threatening to kill them. The police were called and a couple of detect-

ives disarmed bim, under his vigorous protests. His reputation for
erratic behavior had caught up with him. In 1887 C orbett was declared
insane and sent to the state asylum.., '

A year later he climbed a fence, jumped on a saddled horse and galloped
out of sight. It was later learned that he had made his way to seodesha,
ransas, to the home of one Richard Thatcher, a fellow-prisoner at Ander-
sonville. It was learned from the latiter that Corbett had boarded a
train, Telling his friend that he was going 1o Mexico, and that he had

been inhumanly treated ever since he'd killed7300th.

Nothing was ever heard of Boston after that.

. _ LA L »
CLEVELAND GRAYS {continued from page 1) - o
July21, 1861,..Covered retreat of Union troops at Bull Run. Recruited
two companies for 84+th OVI, 1862, Left Cleveland May 12, 1864,as 150%h

OVI, CGuard of Honor at obsequies for President Lincoln, Cleveland, 1865,
' ' - * % ® B B g R -



PART TWO., THE MAGICIAN WHO BECANME ANMSRICAS'S FIRST ATRFORCH

Dawn mists pver the Chlckahomlny River were swiftly dlcappearlng in
the first rays of the sun. The air was clear on this spring day in 1862,
an excellent morning for a balloon observation from Gaine's Hill, six
miles from kechanlc¢v1lle, Virginia.

Professor Lowe, the most shot at man in the Union, bobbed up into
the sky, his ground crew paying out the ropes that would anchor him
a mile high where he could scan the Rebel forts to the south. Moving
slowly upward, he looked apprehensively at a certain clumg of trees
where even Jww he could see tiny figures In gray scurrying ardund a long-
barrelled®which he knew to be a rified whitworth that greeted him every
day. So far, he had outwitted them by changing his poxnt of ascension
& few yards every time he went up.

. Beyond range. above 300 feet because it was impossible to elevate
the guns of that day, although the balloon did dip and circle, making
a difficult target, the first few minutes must have been terrifying.
The professor knew what it felt like to have whole batiteries banging
away at him. He could hear them booming, and shells screamed over and
~under the big bag, Ffilled with 26000 cubic feet of inflammable hydrog-
en gas. These were not solid-shot shells coming at him, but fused,
and they burst. The first ack ack! But his luck always held,

~ :Thaddeus Lowe had trained nine other aerial reconnaissance balloon=
ists, The Corps eventually numbering seven of the big bags, painted
with The U.,S. flag. They made 3,000 ascensions during the first two
vears of the War. (Note: there is a paucity of information about
these others after Lowe quit following Chancellorsville, There the
weather was too bad most of the time to send them up, and when Lowe
did go up, his observations were ignored, whlch certaznly was a God-send
to Jackson's famous flanking movement. )

These obgervers could determine the number of troops on the march
by notlng the time required for a column to pass a given point, or
estimate theblze of an encampment by counting the tents or campfires.
Cavalry, no matter how well hidden by trees and ridges, could be detected
by their clouds of tell-tale dust. Lowe took cartographers aloft to
sketch much-needed maps, and even experimented with phatography

Another 1nnavatlcn the doughty aerialist introduced was his direct-
ion of artillery fire, reporting points of impact, so gunners could
correct thelr range and direction. His invention of pdtable gas gener-
ators reatly 1mproved the operation, freeing them from depending upon
munlcjél gas outlets. The horse-~drawn tanks produced hydrogen gas by a-
chemical reaction between iron filings and sulphuric acid.

- Professor Lowe was first to introduce the aircraft carrier! Secretary
of the Navy Welles provided him with a coal barge and he converted it
by adding a flat top. The 122~foot vessel was christened "G.W.Parke
Curtis” and was used for reconnaisance on the York and James Rivers,
renderlng valuable service during the Peninsular campalign. #

But not all turned out as well as expected. The weather had to be
Just right; there was trouble with ground crews, usually recruited from
the. lncompetent backwash of the army, mechanical breakdowns and so on,
turnlng off a good many generals oﬁ this branch of service.

*¥gith a steam tug to pull it, and a gunboat escort, "The Cceur de Lion?
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Lowe, who had worked so arducusly night and day for elghteen
monthe, contracted malaris and was in a run-down condition when the
final blow fell. The balloon service was placed under the jurisdiction
of the Corps of Awmmy Engineers. Gone were Mcllellan, Fitz Hugh Porter
and other generals who had appreciated the value and accomplishments
of the professor. One Cyrus B.fComstock, Chief fngineer of the Army
of the Potomac made life so miserable with his high-handed administrat-
ion and pettifogging over supplies that Lowe became despondent and
guit. Several of the assistant zeronauts followed suit and went home.
Thus in 1863 it would seem that the Union armies ceased to use aerial
surveillance.

After his army experience {he was always a hired civilian and
never commissioned,)} Lowe perfected the use of compressed ammonia,
leading to the building of the first ice-making machine, a direct fore-
runner of modern refrigeration. This, and other projects (a refriger-
ation ship) were financed by money he earned from Emperor Dom Pédro,
of Brazil, for bulldlng and training a Balloon Corps for the Braz1llan
army.

Next he moved his family to Pasadena, California, where he held
patents on important improvements in producing water gas, & hydrogen
carbon monoxide mixture., He built a beautiful home and laboratory,
and in the late 1880's purchased a mountain top, which he called kount
Lowe, and on 1t had an ocbservatory built, with a 16-inch reflecting
telescope made in his own lab.

Still the showman, he then opened a cog~wheel electric railroad
running up to the observatory, and charged admission to the public to
take a spectacular ride up fo look at the stars. In 1897 Lowe's great-
est financial triumph was his invention of & coke oven that produced
a domestic coke cheaper and better than European imports. with money
pouring in, the cld magician and aeronaut spent the remainder of his
days studying astronomy, his head still in the clouds, He died at
the age of 81 in 1913. ,

B
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Thaddeus Sobleski Constantine Lowe was not the
first balloonist to interest Abraham Lincoln
in the idea of aerial observation. John Wise,
a veteran exhibitlon balloonist, under the
President’'s sponscrship, followed Gen. McDow-
ell’s army to Bull Run, a crew dragging the
inflated balloon. £ight miles short of the:
battlefield, it was punctured by trees. Jdise
went back to #, Virginia and organized a cav-
alry troop. During the Mexican War he had
proposed the use of balloons to carry bomb&
over the for tifications of Vera Cruz,

ancther exhivition balloonist, who was probably
the first used by the Union in one of Gen.
Burnside's early commands, was John Allen, who.
made many ascensions of value, but his ballgon
too, was worn with age and finally burst. Hg
became one of Lowe's assistant aeronauts.

Barly in the war a young Confederate lieuten-~
ant acguired an ancient balloon and nade sever-
al recoraisances for General Lee, who highly
approved. But he could only go up 800 feet
which was ineffective. The Army of Northern
Virginia recognized his talents in another
branch..he became General E. Porter aAlexander,
Lee’s great artilleryman.




