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EDWIN C. DEARSS

A happy combination of circumstances found Edwin C. Bearss station-
ed at the Vicksburg Mississippi National Military Park as Regional Hoe-
search Historian of Region I of the National Park Service when the Civil
Jar Centennial began. His contributions to the efforts of those engagee
in the commemoration in Mississippi, and irn Vicksburg, and especially
his work for the Vicksburg Centennial Commemoration Commission, has bee:
invaluable.

Ho began a life long romance with the Civil Yar when as & boy of
ten, he named cows on his father's ranch after Civil War generals. He
studied at Georgetown University and later, at Indiana University, wherx
he received his M.A. in history. During W II, he was with a Marine
raider battalion in the invasions of Guadalcanal and New Dritain,

His wife, the former Hargie Riddle, is a native of lMississippi.
Their daughter Sara, now thrce years old, has probably playcd on morce
Civil Var battlofieids than any other ch{ld her age. The "Littlest
2¢bol," Ldwin Cole II, was born in September, 1962,
ﬁr. Nearss was organizer of the Civil Yar Roundtal:le of Mississipp:
He has made an intensive sbudy of the Vicksburg camaign, and the wide
area of activities rclated thercto, and has made a number of discover-
jes that add to the gencral knowledge of the subject and incidentally,

refute somc historians . )
e hus also mide intensive studies of Stones jiiver, Five Forks,

“Jilson's Creck anl Fort Donelson oncrations. He made an historical sur:
vey of Pea Ridee National Military Park at Rogers, Arkansas, and of the
“*ilson's Creck National Dattleficld for the National Park Service. He,
and Vicksburg companions, located the sunken Union gunboat, Cairo, in
the Yazoo Hiver.

Mr. Bearss recoived the Harry Truman Award for Meritorious scrvice
in the Field of Civil 'ar history. Prcvious Truman awards were given
to Druce Catton, cditor of AMEUICAN BERITAGE, and to Dr. Allan Nevins,
Chairmen of the National Civil “ar Centennial Commission and Pulitzer
Prize winaning historian,



THE CLEVELAND LULLETIN BOARD
NEJ VEMIER

The roundteble wishes to announce the acceptance of the following
as a rcgular member. Congratulations and welcome,
Dr, W¥illiam B, Chamberlin

STONSWALL JACKSON PEMORIAL, INC.

In our last newsletter mention was made of funds necded to help
purchase the bcyhood home of Robert L Lee. I am most happy to report
that through gencrous donations from those in ettendance at the last
meeting and matching funds from the treasury we will be sending the
Stonewall Jacikson Memorial a substanial check., Thank you vcery muchl

VALLEY CAMPATGN STRATEGY

We have been challensed by members of the Western Reserve Rounde
table to a game of strategy playad with Civil Yer minatures. ILobert
“ill, member of the Western Reserve group, has the game at his home in
Drunswiek, Ohio. It will take the better part of a Sunday afternoon,

We need 5 or 6 volunteers who are master strategists, See Guy Di Carlo
for morc details. o

DINNDR RESERVATIONS

As per S0P, call Guy Di Carlo, 771-7900 to make your reservations,
You can c¢all up to and including the meeting date.
DUES_

By the time you have recad this vour dues should have becn sent to
Frank Schuhle, They were due on February lst,. :

VESTELN RESERVE COLLILGE
PATREOTIS.M ® B 8 » » )

It is a noticeable fact, witnessing to the ardent pstriotism of
all concerned that the entire body of students in estern iicserve
College, with scarcely an exception voluntcered for three months, at
the late call of the President after Rauk's retreat, and have been
accepted by Governor Tod, They number abeut seventy, and are ready
for service, having becn thoroughly drillcd for a vcar past as one of
the regular exercises of the College., Professors Young snd Cutler go
with thom to Camp Chase, the former acting as Cantain umtil a Company
clection has been held, Their torm of servicce will close at the
beginning of the now college vear.

from the REDELLION RECORD

Volume IV - 1862

Thanks to member George Hoagland for passing the above on to us.
It's quitc s different picture than thc one some College students arc
presenting to us now. Perhaps T"Patriotism" is 2 dirty word?

NEVADA

EFFIE MONA MLCK, a Nevada historian, calls attention to her state's
part in the Cvil YWar: "Thirteen forts and camps were there, soldiers
Lkegping opén the only transcontinertal read and guardins goid and silver
from local mines going forward to the U.S, Treasury-snd-Nevadal's pres-
moeture assusptlon of statenond to give President Lincoln three congres=-
sional votes needed to adepw the 13th amendment.” {Chicago CWRT)
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CIVIL WAR ENTHUSIAST

Meny of us have becn asked to explain our interest in the Civil War,
ihat hag been your answer? Tucked away in my files was an article that
appeared in the Cleveland News on September 8, 1958 entitled "THE WHY
OF CIVIL “AK FANS."™ HNow nearly ten yvears later its worth repeating,

vaoiet there are enthusiasms that--for some of us, at lecast--will
never fade, Take, for example, the Civil War. There never was anything

like it and there never will be anything like it.
It is the Great Americen Drama, filled with more legends, more un-

truths, more heroism, more gallant humanitarianism, morc stupidity and
imorc villains than any other epoch in our history.

It is the dying Stonewall Jackson saying: "Let us cross the river
and rest in the shade of the trees.,™ It is Ambrose E. Burnside weeping
after his stupidity has led to the calamitous defeat at Fredericksburg.
The man actually wept and he was & major seneral, It is a matter of
record. It is Sherman tellinz the people of Georgia that he didn't
oring the wer, that they btrought the war to themselves, that destruction
was & logical byproduct of war~--in short, thet war was hell, It is
Fight ing Joe Hooker sitting tall and splendid on his zreat whitc horse,
sitting there taking brandy and weter and listening to the checrs of his
men,

And most of all, it is thc men who fought the war., Farmerboys
from Illinois, from HMississippi, from ’isconsin, New York, South Caro=
lina, Irish immigrant men from New York, German immigrant mcn from
LBoston, clcrks from Pennsylvania, licn--men who advanced into the mist
and confusion of the great combat and didon't really know why they
fought, who cheered thelr generals and jeered their generals but who
fought. Morc men were killed in the American Civil War than in any war
in this country's history,.

And remember this: It was a CIVIL war. Hen fought other men who
worshiped in the same churches, spoke the same language and in most
motters had the same attitudes. This wasn't a casc of fighting foreig-
ners. These men all were Americens, They fought each other for four
years, and then they all were Amercians again,

They were gallant and they were cowardly and they were ridiculous
and they died not pleasantly, And they 21l were Americans,

This is why there is such a thing as a Civil "'ar enthusiast,



MATHEW BRADY

Until 1€32 the world was blind, and thcn a Frenchman named Louis
Daguerre invented and showed pictures ctehed on copper plates. Daguerre
was given an annuity by the French governmont eand his process was given
to the world. Semuel Fo.B, Horse, inventor of the telegravh, visiting
France at that time, had one of the ncw cameras built there and was the
first man to bring the art of photogranhy to the new world, Horse, at
this time in financial straits because of his financing of his clectro-
maznet invention, opened the first school of photography and among his
four pupils (at j5C.00 a course) were Mathew Drady, who was to beceome
the foremost photographer of his time, and bdward inthony, who started
the first photographic supply store, Alexander Volcott, a manufacturer
of dentzl equipment, was the first photographer to use a conclave re=-
flector to reduce exposure time and given the first patent on a camera
made in the United States., This was May 8, 1840,

Mathew Brady was born in ‘arren County, New York, about 1823-24.
Little is known of his carly yecars, but he came to New York City about
1839 wherc he became a clerk in £,T. Steward's store. His taste ran to
art and he assocliated with aspiring young artists, onc of them “illiam
Page, famous in later years for his paintings, who somchow was a friend
of Samuel Morsc and was instrumental in introducing Brady to Morse,

Brady owcned his first gallery in 1844 and Leing industrious as
well as kecpins abreast of the latest inventions in photography, he
soon was known as the ablest man with a camera. He took many prizes
at photographic exhibitions. He opened galleries in Yashington, D.C.,
as wcll as more studios in New York; he prospercd and had many men
workins under him. The great men and women of that day were all cap=~
tured on prints for posterity, among them President Andrew Jackson as
he lay dying, and the Frince of Wales, who was later to become the King
of kngzland, The notation "by Drady™ at thc bottom of o daguerrcotype
was tzken to mean thce best to be had, _

Brady's eycsight was failing fast by 1850, and many if not all of
the pictures were taken by his essistants, among thom, George S. Cook,
who was to become the official photosrapher for the Confederacy, Jjust
as Mathcw Brady was the officisl photographer for the Union. DBrady,
when he received permission to photograph the war scenes, battlefields,
etes., financed the whole project himself, as the government refused to
pay for the services rendered, for money was scarce in the Unlon at
that time. His pictures, from Fort Sumpter through Appomattox, cap=
tured the horror of war for history. His collection of histar y-making
men and events in pictures have given us an insight of what the past
century was like with its customs and dress.,

We can all sce what reat work Muthew [Drady turned out with his
camera by looking at onc of our five dollar bills, The picture of
Lincoln was taken by him in 186C and imposed on our currency. Note
the clarity; it is a wonderful achievement for the times and equipment.

One stranse thingeeeoo It is belioved that Brady was unable to
write, thouzh it is known he could rcads. There is not one letter or
diary left by this great man in his own handwriting. Only his siznaw

emal ‘ . .
ture romains, from tho Vestern licscrve CURT Newsletter:

s+ oCliarles Andrews, Secretary

Bditor's Note: The priccless collection of photographs narrowly ese-
caped becoming the property of his creditors who held them as sccurity
for his debts. Major General Ecnjamin F. l'utler was in Congress at the
time and he beeame interested in the collection. He sceured $25,000,
the omount needed to purchase the collection, and included it in the
Sundry avuropriations bill, Thus the collection of some 2,000 negative:
was :preserved in such foshion es to be publicly available.



NEUSPAPER MEN IN THE- WAR
GEORGE ALFRED TOWNSEEKD

He was the Ernie¢ Pyle of his day, he coveréd Grant and lee. He
built 2 monstrosity of a monument on a lonesome hillside to the menory
of war correspondents, His neme was- Goeorge Alfred Townsend but his
readgrs know him simply as Gath. This was the way he signed his dis-
natchese

lecently diznitaries climbed a small knoll near South Mountain, in
Western Maryland to dedicate Townsends' run down estate and monument as
a public park. (Gditor's Note: This hapienned in 1959) «

At ninctcen Gath began work on the Philadelphias Inquirer to report
about the Ponnsylvania Rescrves Camps. A year later he switched to the
New York Herald which promptly scnt him off to cover the war on the

Virginia peninsula, A few days after his arrival he was under a mili-
* tary arrest for violating General }McClelland's Order #123, prohibiting
correspondents from venturing beyond headquarters. He covered the
second Dattle of Bull Run, then came down with Chickahominy Fever and
returned to New York. Hc went on a lecture tour in England but rcturn=-
ed to cover tho closing hattles and Lee's surrender at AppomattoxX.
_ At the ame of twenty-four in 1866, he wrote his war experience for

2 bhook called "Campaigns of a Non~Combatant™ (roissucd in 1950 as
"Rustics in Rebellion.")

After the war he hit pay dirt as a political reporter and his in-
come was reported at $100,000 per year. He bought himself half a moun-
tain and begun building an enormous stone home, then an claborate study,
then guest cottages. The climax was a monument for war correspondents
like himself. On onc side of thc tower is a stone plaque listing 134
reporters who covered the war between the statese.

Among them arc Charles Carlton Coffin of the Boston Journal who
scooped them all on the Dattle of Gettysburg; Mathew B. Drady who took
most of the photographs of thc war; Victor Lawson one of the founders
of the Associatod Press, .

In 1505 Gath's health beeun to fail and his earning power decrease
ed. He planncd to be buried at his mountain retreat in a vault with
the epitaph, "Good night Gath," .He didn't make it for he died in 1914
in New York City and was buried there.

: from "Hardtack" -Indianapolis CWRT

B 9140
R T E E E R March 1%5%

- SECURITY vs NEUS

"Not lons since, Gencral Sherman, in conversation, alluded to a
correspondent of the New York Herald who he had threatened to hang, de-
clarinz that had he donc so his 'death would lmve saved ten thousand
lives.' It secms that one of our Signal officers had succceded in read-
ing the code of the enemy, and had communicatced the same to his fellow=
officers. “'ith this code in their possession, the corps was enabled to
furnish valubale information directly from Rebel headquarters, by read=-
ing thc Rebel sipgnals, continuing to do so during the Chattanocoga and
much of thc Atlanta campaign, when the enemy's signal flags werc sech.

"Suddenly this source of information was completcly cut off by the
ambition of the correspondent to publish all the news, and the natural
result wos the cnemy changed the code. This took place just before
Sherman's attack on Kencsaw lountain, and it is to the hundreds slau-
shtered therc that he protably rofers. Gene. Thomas was ordered to ar=-
rest the reporter and heve him hanged as a spy; but old 'Pap! Thomas!
kind heart banished him to the north of the Ohio for the remainder of
the war instcad." - :

From "Hardtack and Coffee" - John D. Billin%gs



LETTERS OF THEODORE LYMAN

One of the rarcr joys of the Civil Yar fan is to find contcmporary ace
counts that arc rcally well written., A prime example are thce Letters
of Thecodore Lyman. He scrved on Meade's staff from the Wilderness to
Ippomattox. Lynman was & wealthy, well educated, widely traveled
Yankee who could write with sovhistication. These quotations indicate
the flavor of the hook: '

ON CONFEDERATES

", . . yosterday was a guiet Sunday. Many officers went to hecar the
Rebs preach, but ' don't belicve in thc virmint.' They ingeniously
prayed for. 'all established magistratces'; though; had we not been there,
they would hiave roared for the safety of Jeff Davis and Uncle Rob Lee."

"ilso I consider them more daring and suuden-in their movements; and 1
fancy they shoot a man when he ought to "¢ shot, and we do not.”

"These Hebels are not half-starved amd ready to give up --a more sinewy,
tawny, formidable-lookinz set of men could not be. In education they
arc certainly inferior to our native-born people; but they are usually
very quick-witted within their own sphere of comprehension; and they
know snough to handlc weapons with terrible effect, -Their great chara-
cteristic is their stoical manliness; they never beg, or whimper, or
complain; but look you straisht in the face, with as little animosity
as if they had never heard a gun.? :

"] was much struck with somcthing thet (Confoderate) Major “Jooten said,
when we were waiting togcther, by nipht, at Coel Arbor. (On the Rebel
picket line, with a flag of truce.) Aftor listening to the tremendous
noise of cannon and musketry that suddenly had burst forth, he said:
'"There¢ they are, firing away: and it is Sunday night, too.! The great
thing that troubles me is, that it is not a gain to kill off these
people -~now under a delusion that amounts to a national insanity. They
arc a valuable people, copable of & heroism that is too rarc to be lost

"Heally these mcn posscss a capacity for looking frought' Leyond any
people I ever saw, coxcept the townsmen of Signor Fra Uiavolo., They
grew rousher and rougher. They looked brown and athletic, but had the
most matted hair, tangled beards, and slouched hats, and thoe most gs-
tounding carpoets, horsc-shects and transmogrified shelter-tents for
blankets, that you ever imagined.

ON LEL

YFrom him and from other sources I judge that the rcports of Lee's
humble mode of living are true. He has only corn bread and bacon for
the 'chief of his diet,' and this scts an example to all his men. There
can be no doubt that Lee is a man of very high character (which you may
reconcile as you may with his treacherous abandonment of the flag). He
carries on war in & merciful and civilized way, his correspondence is
dignificd and courteous, ani his despatches arc commonly (not always)
frank and not cexagmeratcd.”

L3

ON GENERAL CUSTER

"This officer is onc of the funniest-lookins beings you ever saw, and
looks like a circus rider gonc madl He wears a huzzar jacket and tight
trousers, of faded black velvet trimmed with tarnished gold lacel.”



ON GRANT

#Gprant is a man of o good deal of rough dignity; rather taciturn; quick
and deeided in speech. He habitually wears an oxpression as if he had
determincd to drive his head through a brick wall, and was about to do
ite I have much confidence in him.%

"4s General Grant sat under a pine tiee, stoically smoking his briar-
wood pipe, I héard him say: ‘'To-night Lee will be retreating south, 'l
ihi General, Robert Lee is not Pemberton; he will retreat South, but
only far cnouzh to get across your path, and then he will retreat no
more, if he can help it, In fact, orders were out for thc whole army
to move at dark on Snotsylvania Court House. Dut Lee knew it all: he
could see the wagecons moving, and had scouts besides, As night fell,
his troops left their works and were crowding down the Parkert's store
road, towards Spotsylvania -- each moment worth untold pold to themd
Orent had no lotger a Pemberton! T'His best friend,' as he calls him,
ind we marched also « o & o

1The day before, "Grant told Meade that Joe Johnston would

have retreated after two such days! punishment. He

rocopnized the differcnce of the Western Rebel fighting.”

--Lymant's Journal, lMay 6.
ON LINCOLN

"The President is, I think, the uglicst man I over put my cycs onj therc
is also on expression of plebeian vulgarity in his face that is offen-
sive(you recoznize the recounter of coarse stories). On the other hand
he has the look of sense and wonderful shrewdness, while the heavy eye-
lids give him 2 merk almost of secnius. He strikes mc, too, as a very
honest and kindly man; and, with 51l his vulgarity, I see no trace of
low rassions in his facc., On the whole, he is such a mixturs of all
sorts, as only America brings forthe He is as much like a highly in-
tellcetual and benevolent 3atyr as anything I can think of. I never
wish to see him azain, ut, as humanity runs, I am well content to have
him at the hecad of affeirs. ¢ o o of

ON GENERAL BUTLER

"Our comp wos this morning taken by assault by a cavalcade which turned
out to “e Abou Den Butler and a portion of his Staff. He is the stran-
sest sizht on a horse you ever saw: it is hard to keep your cyes off
hime 7ith his head set immediately on a stout shapceless body, his very
squinting eyecs, and 8 set of legs and arms that look as if made for
somchody else, and hastily glucd to him by mistake, he presents a com-
bination of Victor Lmmanuel, AEsop, and Richard IIi, which is very con-
fusing to the mind, Add to this a horsc with a kind of rapid, ambling
trot that shakes about the arms, less, otc., till you don't foel quite
surc whether it is a centaur, or what it is, and you have a picturc of
this colehbrated Gencral., Celebrated he surely is, and a man of untir-
inz industry and activity. Uoe to thosc who stand up against him in
the way of diplomacyi™ '

ON "MARYL/ND™ STEUART

"Not so & little creature, (ceptured) Goneral Steuart, who insulted
everyhody who'came ncéar him, snd was rewarded by heing sent on foot to
Fredericksburg, where there was plcanty of muc and one strcam up to
his waist.” ' o ‘ ‘



ON GENERAL SHERIDAN

"There comes a Staff officer with a despatch, "I attacked with two -
divisions of thc 6th Corps. I captured many thousand prisoncrs, etc.,
etce Pe H, Sheridene!™

"10h, ' said Mcade, 'so General Jrisht wasn't thore,'™

W10h, yesl'! eried the Staff officer, as if speaking of somc worthy man
who had commanded a battalion, 'Oh, yes, General Yright was thore.!
Meade turncd on his hcel without a word, end Cavalry Shceridan's dis-
patch rroceceded -= to tho nowspapersi®

ON FOREIGN BORN TROOPS

"Heally it is surprising how poorly the Germans show, out of their own
country, whcre they arc an honest and clever, thoush rather slow pco=
ple. [ut here they seem almost idiotie, and, what is worse, they will
plunder and theoy won't firht, Rcally, as soldiers, thcy are miscrable.
Actually, a Yankec regiment would drive a brigade of thome They have
no zrit as a rules The Paddies, on tlc contrary, will go in finely,
and if well officercd, stand to it throusrh everything.”

"There came down {to hoadguartcrs) an clephant of a young Englishman,
who, if there »c brains in his skull, they arc so wcll concealed that
nobody has found thom hercsbout .

GENERAL WARREN SAXYS

TFor thirty days now, it has Lecn one funeral procession, nast me; and
it is too muchi To-day I saw a man burying a comrade, and, within
half an hour, he himself was brought in &nd buried heside him, The
men need some reste” o o o

ON GENERAL SICKLES

"General Sickles, people would say, is too much of a Bowery boy."

Bo% ook oot o4roH sk o % ok ok
WJOODE:N SHOE MANUFACTURING

A correspondent of the newspancer gives the following account of a visit
to the Messers: Thuim anl Fraps Co., mamafacturcres of Wooden Shoes.

e had heard frequently of this cstablishment, but we had no idea until
our visit to it, that it was so thorough and interesting. The cnter-
prisins manufacturers bhave in their cmploy some forty hands, and arc
turning out about on hundrocd pairs of shoces per day. The shape and
size of the shoes are first marked and sawcd out and then bored and
acooped out and fashioned at the bottoms Then sand papered and lincd,
and peintcd and topred with leather, and thus finished in various rooms
in the same »uilding. IMuch of this work is done hy machinery driven
by steam,

The wood is cum and poplar, which is well steamed cfore the shoe
is madc. o understand that these shoes are actually lipghter than the
leatker brogen of the same size, and as for durability, the bottoms
will last until thec next war. ‘e lcorned that Messcrs. Thuim and Fraps
have morce orders thon they can fill. ... but we suppose that this is
the first manufactiry of this sort, by machinery and stcam, which has
been established,

Article from THE STaMDAED - Haleish, North Carolins
Jenuary 1, 1862
Editorts Note: Thenks to member Goorge Hoagland for the articlCessesess



HOVW NEWSPAPERMGN COVERED THE CIVIL WAR

From First Manassas To Appomattox and & fow days beyond, newsmon
represcnting the sreat and some of the lesser dailies of the North were
with the armies in the ficld. It is known that at least 350 reoorters
were engaged in reporting the war at one time or andther,

The transmittal of ncews from the battlefronts was facilitated by
three comparatively infant developments in communication; namely, the
railroads, thc steamboat, and the telepraph. The competitive effort
to ¢ first with thoe news challensed the ingenuity of more than one
correspondent, for neishter the telezraph or other means of communicow
tion were always convonicntly situated where the fighting occurrcd,

No other war of all history was so extcensively covercd by the
pross, nor was any other war so comzetently rcported, despite the fact
that the imavinative powers of somc reporters and the pressures under
which they wrote often led to cmbarrassing overstatcements of the factse

HMuch credit is due the war corrcspondents for their contritution
to the record of the war. The more able reporters provided a rich
source of information for futurc historians. Their accounts often
spoke morc truly than the official reports,; an understandable fact con=-
sidering tic natural tendency for commanding officers to minimize their
failurcs or shortcomingss,

Life for th: ncwsmen was not always pleasant, Generals werce not
infrequently quite dircet in cxn»ressing the ir aversion to the men of
the press, and on occasion invoked their authority to ban them from
the ficlde.

At Chancellorsville, Gencral hooker issued orders that required
all correcspondents "to publish their communications over their own
signatures." Theretofore most storics were published in anomymity of
their authorship., In thus rcquiring identification, hooker may be
credited with having unwittin:ly created the "by-line"--a requircment
which was to win national rccomnition for many a reporter whose name
would otherwise have becen lost to posterity.

Among somc of the more notable of the war correspondents whose
namcs became famous in fields of endeavor after the war may be clted:
Henry M. Stanley, who traveled to Africe to find Livingstone and who
carricd on after the latter's death in the same work; william Swinton,
who became a notced war historian; VWalt ‘hitman, Tayard Taylor and
Nethanicl Hawthorne, who became men of lctters; J. Vhitelaw fleid and
Henry Villard, both of whom hecame publishers of note; and George
Alfred Townscnd, novelist, columnist and cccentric who cstahlished an
ostentations estate at Cramptonts Gan, M:ryland and therc erected a
beautiful arched memorial to the wor correspondents,

Richmond CWRT Newsletter ~-The foresgoiny cxcerpts from a paper deliver-
ed by Jilliam H. Stauffer ot the Februury, 1963 meeting of the fiichmond
Civil Yar Roundtablc.

I N

EXPEDITIN PLANNED
West Virginia Named As Imbodents Target

Aercrts to Lec
Rebels Plan Destruction Of E & O Railroad Bridges
Coordinated Movoment

PLANS MOVE IN APRIL

G R A R T

There were 504 photo:rz hers in the United Stetes in 1860 accord=-
ing to the census of that year (Chicago CWHT)



THE NASBY LETTERS

In 2 spcech at Cooper Union, Now York City, at the c¢lose of the
Civil Jar, George S. Poutwell, Secrctary of the Treasury under Presi-
dent Lincoln, said that thc crushinz of the rebellion could Le credited
to three forces, the iArmy, the Navy nand the Nesby lettors,

David Ross Locke, the author of th. famous letters, hecamc the own-
cr of the eekly Jefferscnisn in Findlay, Ohio in 1861, haviig come here
from Lucyrus wherc he also had beoen ¢ newsnarer publisher. The Jeffor-
sonian had hcen established in the 1850's under the original name of
The Home Companion,

Mr. Lockc, a native of Broome County, New York, had becn born Sept
20, 1833, He learncd the printing trade at an carly age and in 1852
came to Ohio to establish the Advertiscer at Plymouth, a small town nor-
th of Mansficld, Ohio. He moved later to Mansficld, Lcllefontaine and
Bucyrus, cngazing in the nowspapor business in each city for a time.

The first Nasby Letter appearced March 21, 1861. Locke wrote all
his famous letters under the name of "Petroleum Vesuvius Nasby." The
"Nasby" wns taken from a famous 17th century battle fousht at "Naseby,?
Lngland in the Civil war during the reign of Charles I, Locke dropping
the "e® for somc reasom, "Pctroloum" became the author's Christian
name, Drobably hecause oil had just becn first discoverced a few years
before in Fennsylvania and "Vesuvius"™ the miidle name for sake of
cuphony.

The Nasby letters were mosterpieces of ridicule. FPetrolcum Vesu-
vius Nasby, a red-nosed, hard drinking, sclf-secking Copocrhead sought
to defend the southern causc in his letters. Dut his defense and his
arcumcnts were made so ridiculous by Locke that they rondered the north
incalculable btenefit, as Locke intended they should do. Ee made the
cnemy a definite individual for the boys in blue., lie made the southern
Confederacy a livinz entity for the rank and file of the northern sold-
iery. To crcate such a character that took such a hold on the north
at a time when it was ensased in a titanice strupgle for survival was
no mcan achievement,

Locke added to the forece of bis lotters hy the style and spelling
used. He wrote 2ll the words just as they sounded. The word ™into"
became "in2," "of"™ was M"uv" ctc,.

The letters sprans into an immediate popularity. They were rcad
and commented uoon from one cnd of the country to the other. They be=-
came a part of the political litceraturc of thc day. :

President Lincoln's hish appreciation of the wit and humor of Nashby
was attested in a letter 'y an artist who was at the “hite House for
several months paintinz the jreat historic canvas "The First licading
of the Emancination Proclamation.” Thc artist in his letter wroto:

"Phe Saturday evenirns beforce President Lincoln left Washinston to
go to tho front, just previous to the capturc of Hichmond, I was with
him from 7 o'clock until ncarly 12. It had heen a very hard day for
him. The pressure of office seckers wis greater at this juncture than
I ever knew it to be and he was almost worn out. imong the callers
that ovening wes a varty comsosed of a Scnator, a ienresentative, an
ex-licutcnant-governor of a westorn state and scveral private citizens.

Phey had business of great importance, involving the nccessity of
the Preosideont's examination of voluminous documents. Fushine everythin:
aside he said to one of tho rarty, "Havc you seen the Nasby papers?!?
'No, I have not,' was the answers 'Who is Nasby?' 'There is a chap ouw
in Ohio,' returncd the President, 'who has been writinz a scries of
lottcrs in the newspapers over the signaturc of Petrolcum V. Nasby.
Somc one sent me a pamphlet collcction of them the other day. I am go-
ing to writc to "petrolcum™ to comc down her: and I intend to tell him
if hc will communicate his talent to me, I will swap places with himl!

"Thereupon he arosc, went to a drawer in his desk and taking out



“the Tlctters,' hc sat down and read onc of the company, finding in their
enjoyment of it the toemporary cxcitement and relicf which anothor man
would have found in a szlass of zrog. The instant he h.d ceased, the
wook was thrown aside, his countcnance rclasped into its habitual seri-
ous oxpression and the business was cntercd upon with the utmost
scriousncsse™ - .. :

Charles Sumncr, the noted scnator from Massachusctts, in an intro-
duction to a volume of Nasby letters published in 1872, commentced simi-
larly on the Presidentt's fondness for the Nusby lettors.

70f all publicrtions during the war," wrote Senator Sumner, "Kone
had such: charm for Livcoln as the MNashy lottors. He read every letter
and kcpt them within reach for rcfroshment. .

It was Scnator Swmor who said President Lincoln once remarked in
his prescnce, "for thc ~cnius to write these things I would gladly sive
up my officc.™ ‘ :

In 1865, Lockc dccided to lcave Findlay and go to Toledo, where he
hought the Toledo Tlade, In addition to his editorial dutices, he be-
came a platform lccturcr and tourcd the United States as & contomporary
of Josh DRillings and Mark Twain,

He passed away February 15, 1888, in Toledo, at thc age of 54. He
had bcen a rcsident of ‘Toledo from the time of his departure from
Findlay in 1865, '

WINGERT'S CORNERS SECEDES ;
(lerc is the full toxt of the first Nashy lctter-written March 21,1861)
Wingert's Corners
March thce 21st, 1861

South Carliny anl scvral othcr uv the trooly southern states hev
scecesht--zone orf, I may say, onto a journcy aftcer ther ritcs.

ingert's Corncrs, ez trooly sympathetic cz any uv om, hez foller-
ed soots A meetin wuz held lsst nite, uv wich I wuz chairman, to take
the matter uv our gricvances in2 consideration and it wuz finally rc-
solved that nuthin short uv sccoeshn wood remcdy our woes. Thercfore
the follerin address wich I rit, wuz adoptid and ordered to be published

TO THE WORLD

In takin a stcp wich may, possibly, involv thc State uv wich we
hav hin heretofore a part into Llood znd convulshuns, a decent rospec
for the good ojinion uv the world reguirces us to zive our rcasons for
takin thet step. -

Yingert's Corncrs hez too long submitted to the imperious dictates
uv & tyranikle covernment, Our whole histry hes hin wun uv aggresin on
the part uv the state and uv meck and pashert endoorunce On Ourse

It refoosed to loecate the state canitol at the Corners, to the
great detriment uv our patriotic owners uv recl ostate.

It rofooscd to rravel the strects uv the Corners, or even relay
the plank roade : B -

Tt rofooscd to locatc the Fenitenshury at the Corners, notwithe
standing we do more towards fillin it than any othcr town in the statee

It refooscd to locate the State Fair at the Corncrs, bhlastin the
hoyes uv our patriotic 7roscryss A

It locatoed the canal 100 milcs from the Corners.

“le never hed a Guverner, notwithstadin the President uv this meetir
has lived hcre for yecers, a waitin to hc¢ urved to accept ite

It heoz compelled us, yeor after ycer to pay our share uv the taxes.

It hez nover aprinted any citizen uv the place to any of fis wher
tle £t was possible, thus wilfully kecpin canital away from us.

It refoosed to ecither nay our ralce-rode subscrijpshun or slackwater
our river.. : ‘

Thercfor, not “ein: in humor to longer cndoor sich outrajes, we
declopre ourselvos Froe oni Independent uv the state and will maintain
our position with srms, if nced bes
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There wuz-a lively time next day. & comsany. uv minut men wuz raie
sed and wun uv 2-minut men. The seceshn flag, muskrat rampant, weasel
couchant, on a. field d'czg shell, waves from hoth groserys. Our mor-
chants feecl hopeful. Cut orf from the state, direct trade with tho
Black Swamp follers; reloest from inde-tedness from Cinsinati, we will
azain 1ift our head. Our resrescncative hez agreed to resine--when his
torm expircs. o

e are in ecarnest, Lrmed with justice and shot-guns, we bid the
tyrants defiance,

_ P. S. ==Thc feelin in intense--the children hev imbibed it. A

lad jest past, displayin the scchesn flage It waved from behinde Dis-
dainin: conccalment, the lion=hourted boy wore a rounabout, ‘e are

7 NeB, == T¢ arc still firm

NeB, 2nd ~= iJc arec still firm, unyieldin and resoloot,

PETROLEUM V. NASEY

Editor's Notc: The above was taken from a pamphlet published by THE
FINDLAY PUTLISHING COMPANY, publishers of THe REFPUZLICAN=-COULIELR of
Findlay, Ohio, The press that the WELKLY JULFFERSONIAN, a Findlay ncws-
paper of ecarlicr days, was printed on stands in the lobby of the Findlay
Printin- and Supply Com»yany's building at 318 lest Sandusky Strect.
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MY SPY
or :
Read all about it in the Valley ngwsvapers

LINCOLN ISSULS ORDER

CENERAL INVASION PLANNED
AGAINST 'INSURGENT FORCES!

FEBRUARY 22 NAMED
Land And Nawval Ferces Ordered To Rcadiness

YJashington, D.C., Jan 31l--ibraham Lincoln, Presidcnt of the United State
has issucd an order for nll land and naval forces of the United States
to move on Fobruary 22 M"azainst insurgzent forces.”
On Jan. 27 Lincoln is:ued the following order, cntitled "President's

General Yar Order No, 1'": R

"Ordercd: Thoat the 22nd day of Fehwuary 22, 1862, Le the day

for a zencral movement of the land and naval forces of the

U.S. agzainst the insur:ent forces. That cspecially in and

shout Fortress Honroc, thoe irmy of the Fotomac, the dArmy of

Yestern Virginia, the army ncar Mumfordsville, Kentucky,

the army and flotilla at Cairo, anmi a naval foree in the

Gulf of RMexico, e rcay to move that day.

"That all other forces, both land and naval, with their

respcctive commanlers, obey cxisting orders for the time,

and be rcady to obey addtional ordors whcen duly ziven,

The hoads of departments and cspscially the Secrctaries of

Ysr and of the Navy, with 2all their subordinates, and the

General-in-Chief, with all other commanders of land and

naval forcos,'wiil severally be beld to their strict and

full rosionsibilitics for prompt exccution of this order.”

Editor's Notc: The shove was taken from the VALLUY NIWS LCHO, Vol 3,
No. 1 January, 1862, publishcd by the Fotomac Ldison Company, 55 Last
*‘ashinston St., Hagerstown, Maryland.



