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Last Month's Meeting

Mr. Eric J. Wittenburg addressed our
members on the life of Joshua L. Chamber:
lain of Maine. Mr. Wittenburg confessed
that he is only a student of Chamberlain's
life and for a more authoratative exam-
ination of the General he recommended
two books: Soul of a Lion by Wallace and
In the Hands of Providence by Trulock.

Mr. Wittenburg's talk dealt primarily
with the Civil War career of Chamberlain
and he tried to exam his career through
what the general's contemporaries said or
wrotg of him along with the general’'s own
comments and writings.

In the summer of 1862, 34-year-old
Professor at Bowdoin College, Joshua
Chamberlain, secured a sabbatical and,
following a pronounced sense of patriotic
duty, became lieutenant colonel of the 20th
Maine Infantry. As part of the V Corps,
Chamberlain and the 20th Maine saw most of
the Army of the Potomac's engagements from
Antietam to Appomattox. He studied hard at
his new profession and coupling discipline
and his innate sense of fairness and
humanity, molded his regiment into one of
the best in the army. At the slaughter of
Fredericksburg, Chamberiain and his men lay
under relentless Confederate fire for hours
well into the cold night of December 13,186:

Chamberlain's finest hour came at Gettys-
burg on July 2. Ordered to anchor the
Federal left on Little Round Top, the 20th
Maine repulsed several attacks. As the
Confederates formed for another assault,
Chamberldin realized his men had exhausted
their ammunition. Refusing to retreat, he
ordered bayonets to be fixed and led a
furious charge that broke the enemy on-
slaught. For this he would receive the
Congressional Medal of Honor 30 years later.

Still commanding the 20th Maine,
Chamberlain suffered his fourth and most
grievious wound during the Petersburg
assaults of June 1864. His impressive
gallantry and the supposed mortal wound
prompted General Grant to promote Chamber-
lain to general on the battlefield.

Chamberlain survived his wound and return
ed to the army where, on April 12, 1865 the
General received the honor of receiving the
formal surrender of Lee's Army.

Preserve Yoir Battlefields!




Fueling readers’
insatiable appetite:
for Civil War stories

- 'TO.THE GATES OF RICHMOND: The Pen-
‘iisule, Campaign. By Stephen W. Sears. Tick-
“ni; & Fields, 480 pp., $25.

~"ZCIVIL WAR COMMAND AND STRATEGY:

"[Thg Process of Victory and Defeat. By Archer
J:éi;tgs.’ Free Press, 338 pp., $24.95. ' :

© BOOK REVIEW.

3

"By ALLAN PESKIN

- ries on PBS television, the American
Ko Civil War has become a growth industry.
‘Ironically, at the very time that universities
“3efoss the country are dropping their Civil War
‘courses in favor of more politically proper sub-
:jébg such as Gender Studies, Minority Studies
‘ot-Gay History, the reading public has reveated
-an insatiable appetite for Civil War books.
$TMerely to list those that have crossed my
g5k in the past few months would consume
‘ihié space alloted for this review. They include
f’sp&cialized studies (“The Civil War in the

Spurred By the success of last year's hit se-

taphies (A Battle From the Start” by Brian
iteel Wills, a'life of Confederate Gen. Nathan
iedford Forrest); novels (“Grant's-War"” by Ted
ones); picture books and guides to battlefields
:00 numerous to list); and even science fiction
‘Lurid Dreams” by Charles Harness).

Is it possible that more ink has been spilled
ver the American Civil War than blood?

To avoid drowning in this flood of print, a re-
iewer-must be selective, The two books con-
idered here stand out from the pack by offer-
ng something beyond the usual fare of guns
nd glory. - ' !

At first glance, “To'the Gates of Richmond”
night ‘seem just ancther super-specialized
tudy of a single military campaign. In fact, it
3 a morality tale. The central figure is Gen.
seorge B. McClellan, the 35-year-old “Young
fapoleon” who assumed command of the
Jnion armies boasting, “Fcan doitall.”

""" plan was to capture Richmond from the
A oy way of the so-called “Peninsula” be-
ween the rivers York and James. Assembling a
nagnificent army of more than 100,000 men,
1e landed near Yorktown and then, despite hig

“Ametican West” by Alvin M. Josephy), super-
“specialized studies (“Embrace an Angry Wind
“by the aptly named Wiley Sword, a narrative of
yihe battles of Frapklin and Nashvilie); bio- -

bluster, became paralyzed by indecision. Al-
though he initially outnumbered his opponents
by as much as 8-1, he settled down for a month-
long siege that aliowed the Confederates to
gather their strength.

Convinced that the Rebels outnumbered him
2-1 (although the odds actually ran the other
way), Young Napoleon slowly crawled up.the
Peninsula to the gates of Richmond. There, af-
ter fighting the first of the Seven Days’ Battles
-— which he won — he lost what remained of
his nerve and retreated, whining that President
Lincoln had not supported him sufficiently,

MeClellan’s behavior is reminiscent of that’

King of France in the nursery rhyme who, with
20,000 men, marched them up a hill and
marched them down again. The result, how-
ever, was not humorous. Sixty-thousand men
on both sides lay dead or maimed and the war
would drag on for three more years — all as a
resutt of McClellan's moral, and perhaps physi-
cal, cowardice. L

For this performance the general was re-
warded with the adulation of his troops, the De-
mocractic nomination for president and the re-
spect of many subsequent historians. Stephen
A i h - r

¥

W. Sears, who earlier wrote a splendid biogra-
phy of McClellan, reveals at last that though
the clothes were there, there was no emperor
inside. ., . : i

In “Civil War Command and Strategy”
Archer Jones rises above the battlefield to
place the often confusing events of the Civil
War within a clarifying theoretical framework.
Dealing with such often-neglected categories
as command structure, logistical imperatives,
strategic doctrine and tactical maneuvers, he

. not only explains what happened ‘but why it
‘happened. 3 : :

One can take issue with some of Jones’ con-
clusions (such as that Antietam was a Confed-
erate victory) but still respect his effort to find
fresh and stimulating re-evaluations of a thri-
ce-familiar topic. McClellan would have prof-
ited from reading this book; so too will all those
whose interest in the Civil War was piqued by
TV and now want more solid fare.

Peskin, the author of a biography of Presi-
dent Garfield, more recently edited “Volun-'
teers” (Kent State University Press), the jour-|
nals of two enlisted men in the Mexican War.

- '-\



SCENES I'D LIKE TO HAVE .SEEN

In early 1862, in the camps outside of Washington D.C., an
inexperienced Colonel (Joseph Vander of Milwalkee, a Hungarian new
to America) was drilling his regiment on firing by front and
rear ranks. He confused the orders telling his men, "Rear rank,
about face, ready, aim...". This sudden innovation brought the
long line of file closers and officers in the rear of the
double line to their knees, while the gallant lieutenant colonel
and major were seen charging toward some friendly trees. The
adjutant shouted,"Colonel, that is not correct. You will shoot
the file closers!" "I don't care a tam," responded the unbending
Colonel. "If your Ceclonel ist te mark, fire away." With that
a thousand muskets emptied their cartridges {luckily they were
blank ones) at their noble Colonel. A few days later the Colonel
was "promoted" to a foriegn consulship by President Lincoln.

from In the Bloody Railrcad Cut at Gettysburg
by Herdegen & Beaudot pp 107
Illustrated by Syu Cramer
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L@ Please Make Reservation

Please call Kevin Callahan at 32/-3004%
or 8#1-5393. ASAP! RESERVATIONS ARE A
MUST!




PRESERVATION

REPORT
by BILL STARK

€ _

A RECRUITING DRIVE is currently being undertaken
by the Battlefield Advisory Preservation Coalition, under
the leadership of membership chairman Bob Maher of the
American Blue & Gray Association. Dues for 1993 are
$25. Remember, any organization with 20 members or
mére and an interest in Civil War preservation is eligible
{for membership. If your group is interested, please’conlact
Bob Maher, AB&GA, 202 Ash Hollow Dr., Winchester VA

22602,

AUSTRALIAN POST TENDS GRAVES

OR THE past

12 years, Post |
i of Sydney, Aus-
_ tralia, has hon-

ored American
Civil War veterans by tend-
ing their grave sites and
conducting memorial ser-
vices.

In 1980, Post 1 learned
about the neglected grave
sites of three former U.S.
~'vi] War veterans in Syd-

L /'s Waveriey Cemetery.
Legionnaires of the “Yanks
Down Under” Post 1 quick-
ly worked to tidy the grave
sites. And since 1980, Post
1 has conducted graveside

services on Memorial Day
tn hanar the American vet-

Post 1 Legionnaires now
tend to about 20 more Civil
War veterans' graves at the
cemetery and place plaques
or headstones at any of the
veterans’ unmarked graves.

“We want to ensure that
no honorably discharged
veterans lie in unmarked
graves,” says Post 1 Com-
mander David L. Raymond.

Post 1 Historian Roy
Parker has invited descen-
dants of some of these Civil
War veterans to participate
in the memorial services.
According to Parker’s re-
search, the veterans left the
United States after the Civil
War looking for business
onnortunities in “The Land

FROM THE RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH:
Southerner leads effort to restore Grant's Tomb
Despite mixed emotions, magazine editor
urges cleanup to show respect for dead

by Charles Slack, Times-Dispatch Staff Writer

Richmond native Dean King hopes the South will rise
again, not in rebellion, but in an effort to clean up the
memorial to the 18th U.S. president and the man who, as
commander of the Union forces, orchestrated their defeat
in the Civil War.

King, editor of the Sguthern Farmer’s Almanac, says he
was shocked to visit the tomb and find it so dilapidated.
Squiggles of spray paint cover entire scctions of the
mausoleum where Ulysses S, Grant and his wife, Julia, rest
side by side. A colonnaded lookout over the Hudson River
is in even worse shape, with smashed, boarded-up windows.

Lee’s horse has better

"This is. something that wouldn’t have happcnced in the
South,” King says. "The burial place of Robert E. Lec’s
horse is in better shape than Grant's Tomb.”

With a $100 seed donation, the almanac has started a
fund drive through the Nationai Park Foundation. The
NPF is a private organization that disburses funds to the
government-run National Park Service, which oversces
Grant’s Tomb.

In the spirit of honoring the dead. which he claims
Southerners do better than just about anybody else, King
says the residents of Dixie should cast aside old resentments
(o preserve the omb of one of the nation’s most important
historical figures.

He got the idea after readmg this comment penned by a
Virginian in the Tomb’s guest book: "As a Southerncr, my
emotions about General Grant are mixed. [ am, however,
dismayed at the desecration of his Tomb."

In the 1993 Southern Farmer’s Almanac, King writes
that, "In properly maintaining Grant’s rcsting place, we
perpetuate our hallowed way of life, and we remind the
nation that the South did not fight a war in vain.”

And what would New Yorkers think of having a tomb in
their back yard resurrected by sons and daughters of the
Confederacy? "It might needle them a little bit. [ hope iU’s
taken in a good spirit." Besides, King says, "Most
Southerners now are very glad that we are onc nation.”

(The address for the Grant's Tomb Fund is Grave
Cleaning, ¢/o National Park Foundation, 1101 17th St. NW,
Suite 1102, Washington DC 20036.)




Few fight ‘Dixie’ decision
Confederate flag, song dropped by Toledo high school

ASSOCATET PRESS

! TOLEDO
Forget about whistling “Dixe” at
Bowsher High School. The Confeder-
ate flag is hisiory 25 well. The Rebels
have cecided to stop using the flag
and the song a1t athletic events next
year.

A committee of parents, teachers,
studen®s and boosiers mede the deci-
sion Thursday night, saying it might
be offersive because it conjures up
images of slavery and the olG South.

The decision came a month after
Principa! Louis Woods suspended i
students for three davs for defving
an order prohibiting them from fly-
ing the flag during the homecoming
parade. )

. “I'm glad we're getting rid of the
flag,” said Walier Longoria. one of
the students on the committee. “If
the flag and the song ofiends, then |

" agree they should get rid of it.”

Linda Satiler, a Bowsher art
teacher who gradusted from the
school in 1963, said the flag and song
were school traditions.

. “That flag meant to me idotball
games, friends, and now they’ e tell-
ing me it's wrong.” she said.

But, “if it's offensive to sgmuone,
then we ought to change it,” she
said.

The use of the flag has been dis-
couraged since 1980 when a group of
parents. school officials. faculty and
students said the banner was offen-
sive. Although flving the Confeder-
ate flag wasn't banred until Thurs-
day, Woods told sudents they could
not display the fiag during the home-
coming parade Oct. 16.

About 40 students walked out of
classes Oct. 23 o proiest the suspen-
sions, several of them waving the
flag.

Bowsher is a predominzntly white
school. Woods is white as zre the 1
studen:s who were suspendad.

The Bowsher band had sicpped
plaving “Duie” during gzmes with
the predominziely black Scott High
School at the request of Scott's prin-
cipal. Woods szid. The song is used
in games wiih other schools.

Dan Koechel. a perent. seid the de-
cision 10 drop the fizag and song
showed that the school was ready 10
move on. ]

I think it shows that school offi-
cials and parer’s can be sensitive 1o

-

these things.” he said. .

Woods said the committee would
try to come up with a new {ight song
for the school.

*1 think the phrase that cameup &
lot during the meeting was “This is
the right thing to do.’ I think this is
the right thing to do,” he said.

PLAIN DEALER (Cleveland, O.) Nov. 21, 1992
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HERITAGEPAC NEEDS YOUR HELD! 'HERITAGEPAC NEEDS YOUR HELP! |

Your help is needed to pay the expenses of sending this
HERITAGEPAC ALERT ON CIVIL WAR HISTORY MONTH

Please send your contribution to:

IBEEYXEETXE) A Non-Profit Lobbying Group
P.0. Box 7281 = Little Rock, AR 72217 + (301) 225-39% = Jerry L. Russell, Drirector
Established by Clvil War Round Table Associates
A Copy Of Our Repart Is On File With The Federal Election Commission
Mone Of Your Contributions Are Lisad For Salaries, Fees Or Office Ouverhead
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Your help is needed to pay the expenses of sending this

: HERITAGEPAC ALERT
‘ ON CIVIL WAR POSTAGE STAMY'S

Please send your contribution to:

Ty e a.xe A Non-Profit Lobbying Group
0 BOX 7281 + Litthe Rock, AR 72217/¢501) 225-399 /Jerry L. Russell, Cirector
Established by Civil War Round Table Associates
A Copw OF Our Repart Is On File With The Federal Election Commission
Nome OF Your Contributians Are Used For Salaries, Fees Or Office Overhead

If Elvis Fans can do it, so can we!l!
Let's urge the Postal Department to design and produce a series of
Civil War Stamps - famous personages, leaders, gencrals, and
battlesites. Write in support of this idca to
U.S.P.S. Headguarters, Stamp Product Development Branch
Washington, DC 20260-3112
Also, send copics of your letter to your U.S. Senators (c/o
U.S. Senate, Washington DC 20510) and ask for their help.

PLEASE WRITE TODAY! IF YOU DON'T, WHO WILL??!
(Write, even if you don't send a contribution!)

PLEASE WRITE TODAY!! IF YOU DON'T, WHO WILL??!
(Write, evem if you doni’t send a contribution!)

Join the Civil War Round Table Associates
Keep Up With Battlefield Tours & Preservations
s 52{) a year Sustaining Membership or send for free information®
P.O. Box 7388, Little Rock, AR 72217 # (501) 225-3996

To Savel, Y

We Wio Study Must Also Strive We Who Study Must Also Strive To Save!
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Outside Atlanta in 1864, rumors spread through both armies
that Joe Johnston was in danger of being relieved. A union picket
tried to find out. "Hello, Johnny, who's your commander now?" he
asked. A Confederate called back, "Sherman." "How's that?" the
Federal said. "Well, when you move we move."

—— Sherman: A Soldier's Passion for Order by John
F. Marszalek pp 276

On May 31,1864, Lieutenant Elisha Hunt Rhodes of the 2nd Rhode
Island Infantry was sitting on his horse near Peake's Station,
Virginia. He relates: " I was sitting on my horse in the rear of
the regiment when I saw across the fields two bright spots in the
woods. I knew at once that there were two brass cannons there
looking toward us. Just then a surgeon of the English Army who was
with us watching the course of the war rode up and said: ' Lieuten-
ant, Ah, his there anything hinteresting to be seen here?' I
replied: 'Just wait a moment, Doctor, and you will see something
interesting.' Just then both guns were fired, and the shells went
screaming over our heads. The doctor turned and rode off saying:
'I will go to the hospital and see what is going on there.’' The
boys shouted: 'Is it hinteresting, Doctor?' I did not blame him
for he had no buisness to be at the front."

— All for the Union: The Civil War Diary and Letters
of Elisha Hunt Rhodes edited by Robert Hunt
Rhodes pp 155

"Why Capl. Jenks Requested Licul. Schriver To Curse His Men.” by Surgeon Lothrop.

Captain Jenks, Company D, before he entered the service, was a deacon in the
Presbyterian Church. He was a strict disciplinarian, 2 brave and excmplary man. His
Licutenant, W.R. Schriver, was also a most excellent and brave officer. He had, however,
a habit when excited of resorting to very emphalic language, not found in Church
disr.:.ip!im.-.. As the old saw goes, he could "swear by rote.” The Captain took great pride in
having his men perfectly drilled, often making it cxceedingly icdious for them. At such
times they would be very slow, awkward, and appear ridiculous in obeying orders. For
instance, when the Captain gave the order to draw sabre, the boys would draw their sabres
and put them under their arms or stick the points in the ground, and when the order to
preparc to fight on fool was given, they would manage {o tread on each other's toes. On
one occasion the pranks of the boys were too much for the Captain, and in a tone of utter
disgust he called to his Licutenant, saying, "Licutenant Schriver, please curse these men; 1
am a Licutenant in the Church at home and I can't.”

—— The Harpers Ferry CﬁRT déd. Mike Musick

|
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from Che 33resioent's Besk

January, 1993

Gentlemen,

The upcoming January Quiz night shall be in the Great Room on the top
floor of the Hermit Club. We once again have to thank Mr. George
Vourlojianis for putting together the annual quiz for the group.
Please call ahead for reservations for the Hermit Club.

I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and wish everyone an excellent
1993,

Sincerely

Kevin R. Callahan

Kewvin Callahan
2Ll149 Colby Rd.
Shaker Hts., OH 441pp



