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S 1a Iﬁ—ls not necessary for me to tell ynu hOW‘much I apprecmate the honor -
: an przvzlege of belng your. guest tonlght and allowed to dinitiate what I. hape e
'wzll'be g dlscu331on of a2 subject heretefore only treated vaguely by our-his- "
torians ‘and ‘as elusive for the researcher as: your Jo Shelby was for the Union ?;
‘commanders in this Tran34M1381381pp1 Department. . Indaed 1 an- doahtless overﬁ--

bi d-in attacklng this sub3ect ‘“the Strategy of the sz11 Wérn Let me assure
you that I de so only as one. of the skirmishers who used to be sent out. o ex;,f
”1ore'the greund and - ¢lear the way . for the attacking ccnii.mzms‘9 1eav1ng 1o ynu
the mission of the: 1atter and to- your professmonal hlstorlans the bringlng u§
thelr heavy artlllery¢,5g,;;_hJ. . - . : AT s

- . nlfest 1ack of any overall strateglc plans adOpted and adhered
& ther ‘side, has unjustly been blamed by some upon short comings in: the
_ourse of instruction at the. Milltary,ﬂcademy,_ In the first place, the mism_q,
gion of Wést Foint was to turn out- competent company'offlcers withia: backgrdund
-of general educatlon that wnuld permlt them to develop inta capable commanders

;1;%%19 309 page ‘manual with the engaglng, 1f pondernusg ﬁlﬁi&n' ﬁdvancedgGuard :
- Qutpost: and Detachment Service of Troops, with Essential Principles of Strategy S
_jand Grand Tactics fbr the Use of &fflcers of Mllltla and Volnnteerss

s ;%Lcoklng back over Mahangs wrltlngs we can only'be astounded at hls keen :
iﬁmllltazy perception: and ‘almost’ prophetic teachlngsa Speaklng of the book Gutgestsf
- too soon forgotten and now disparaged,:Cols Ernest Dupuy says:: 5’Thea most strtklngf
. -thing about it; when anélyzed today, is its illustration of Mahanfs genius o . .«
- Comparing the art of war with the fixed sc:i.enezeas‘9 ‘Mahan- remarks; “HGW'dszerent
- is almost every'military'problem, except in the bare mechanism of tactiss. .- In
Tfalmost every case the data on which's solutlan depends are. 1ack1ngo o s Teo often e
" “the general has only conjectures to go on, and these based on false premlses u;o;eff
.owhat'is true now, at the next moment, may have no existence, or exist in a contrary G
S SeNse s s ‘These" con51derat10ns explain why history produces so few . great’ generalﬁagﬁ
oo And then agaxn dimly foreseeing the late German Blltzkrmegg he goes on, #Speed is one:
" of the characteristics of Strategic Marches . . . in . this one quality lie all. the'f_i_ﬂf
'iﬂfadvantages that a fortunate- initiative may have prccured afo.a by rapldity of mavem-, o
”1ﬂment we can, like the Romans, mske war feed war, No great. success can be hoped for .
in'war in which rapld movements do not enter as an elemento .Even the very. elements
-faf rature seem to array"themselves agamnst aslcw and ever prudenz general a a-;'“




i B L Finally it 15 notewnrthy that Jomlnxs the accepted mllltary author;ty
'§”M-~'ffﬁof the dayg had written: . "War once decided upcns it will be necessary to make
oA not a complete plan of operations, which is always: 1mp0581bleg at'least a .
"=system of operations in which an objective ig proposed .and a base securedoﬁ It
"~ was not until the invention of the telegraph:-made the overall control of armies: LT
" in different and wmdaly separated theaters of operation possible, and the. rallroad :
";made ‘the shlftlng of conszderable bodies of trooPS from one theater to another: 11---'
: practlcahle, that is, until the experience of the Civil War itself showed that '’
©i.puchiat ‘general strateglc plan, ‘as Jomini had thought imp0331bles ‘was not only
;5-ip0531ble but necessary, that the present recognition of the need for such a- plan
. became ‘d tenet of the Art cf’War° ‘Indeed, this was one of the magor 1esscns that
;5*}came out -of the: ClVll War. We can hardly blame the commanders in’ general for mot
v having antlclpated this lesson, and ‘must give credit to the one ‘who did appreclate
'3ﬂ fit and by its" successful appllcatlon flnally brought the War. to 3 closeo.”;”“ .

S Suz Horeover, mllitary strategy'must necessarlly, eSpeclally in-a republlcg

._'1Ef0110w ‘the political: obaectives and policies. It car hardly antmclpate thems

~and for the ‘first ‘year, at least, these political obgectlves were gradually

;qﬁschanging and - develop:.ngo As the threat of war grewg the polltlcal obgeetlves G
- of the slave states was to obtamn possessmon of ‘the Federal arsenals and war equ1p=' jH

. ment. and arms, and - of the coast forts.. “Appreciating thlsg General Scott as: early as . -
*29 f.'&{':’t;{;i:ﬁergs 1860 recommended a relnforcement ‘of the coast garrlsonsg ‘even- 1nsmstad

: ;+upon a: personal 1nterv1ew w1th the Pre31dent (Buchanan), but in valn,,;- S

S, 5%16;' It is pertmnent that General Scett greeted the new ?resmdent on March 4
3186l3 with a letter dlscu551ng the: 51tuat10n, and statlng the alternatzve polltlcal
;strateglc courses open to him. He estimated that to reconquer the seceded States
- would require.a force- of at least ‘300,000 men; maintained at that. strength; for"
Calihwo o threet years, “would: 1nvolve the 1038 of a third of: that numberg ‘and. would
;jfgccst $250 000, 50000 In view: of- thls, he rather favored 1ett1ng the "wayward 51sters‘
goe '« It must be admitted that the old Commander of the Army made a: pretty goad R
”strateglc estlmate in splte of hls phy51ca1 affllctlonsc_a---'- R

L 7, Whlle Fbrt Sumter was belng bombarded and before Vlrglnla had seceded f" L
”VVjPre31dent Lincoln summarized his political strategy to a Virginia delegatlonufzﬂln L
- every event I shall, to the extent of my ability, repel force by force. In case .

/it proves true that Fort Sumber has been assaulted . . . 1 shall perhaps cause

" the U. S, Mails to be withdrawn from all the States which claim to have seceded, . =

_H_bellev1ng that the commencemeni of actual war against the Government justifies’ and';;]5

i possibly demamis this. I scarcely need to say that I consider the military posts

_3fLand property situated w1tﬁ1n the States which claim to have seceded as yet belong. =

2. 4ng to the Goverrment of the United States as much as they did before the supposed .-
" 'secession. Whatever else I may do for this purpose, I shall not atempt to collect = -
the ‘duties and imposts by any armed invasion of any part of the country; not. mean~ o

s ing by thls, however, that I may~not land a force deemed necessary‘to relieve a

~ fort upon a border country. I shall feel myself at liberty to repossess, if I cang_ffi
1ike places which had been seized béfore the Government devolved. upon me.t Itds

o noteworthy ‘that there was no thresat of invasion or violation of. the terrltory of the~ﬁ.

“-.seceded States, beyond the recovery'of deeral propertyo-_.h ' SR i

SR 8o But as you well know, all efforts at reconczllatlon falled and the 0pen~ ;
O 1ng gun of a shooting war was fired ﬁprll 12th at Fort Sumter in Gharleston harbor

. by order of General Beauregard. It is worth récording that the Confederate Secrag.

.. tary of State; Hobert Toombs, at the cabinet meeting to consider the Charleston s
'”.Sltuatlon had warnedn'_“The fmrmng upon that fort Wmll 1naugurate a czvzl war greater




;fthan any'the worid has yet seen e:o You w111 wantonly'strzke a hornetﬂs nest
- which extends: from mountains to ocean, and legions now. quiet. will swarm out and Ll
'*stxng us tn death._ It 15 unnecessary, 1t puts us in the wrong, 1t is fatalo“f_;'Q_jgmﬁ?

G 9n Gne can but sympathzze wzth ?resxdent Lincoln at thze tzmen He had te .

_determxne what he should do and what he. 1egally ‘could do to save the Unlon, whlle ”,,,;;
distracted by the time consuming and agonizing ‘job of - organzzxng his new adm1n13~;:q-ﬁﬁ¥
tration under the spoxls ‘system and providing 1mmedlate1y for the: pretectmon of SR
a Capital located in the enemy!s country, after the riots in Baltimore cut eomm-;--]ETQf
‘munications with the North and Virginia seceded. He described the situation with- =
rout: exaggeratlen when he. said he felt like a man letting 10dg1ngs in the front: of i
-his honge when the back was on fire. Moreover, the Treasury was’ empty'and the '
'.country broke,. The Buchanan Admlnlstratlon's last effort to raise a loan had -
vifailed: mlserably,. ‘The offers received were econommeelly 1nacceptab1ea We can - -
“_understand Lincoln's plalnt, “Why‘don't they come? VWhy don®t they'ceme?" when RS
~ the ‘troops- ordered to:the Capital were trying: ‘to reach there in splte ofeut -
”'razl end telegra;h communlcatlenso; But he proved equal to. the emergencyo:w

5 f'lou'f_pril 15, 1861 he 1ssued a proelemetlon, under authorzty'of the 1795-_
7fﬁct calling on the" States for: ?5 OOO militia for three months and ‘convoking Con=: g
}grees for ‘the faollowing July 4th,. ‘The response was almost - emberrassmngly enthusi- =
ffastlc, “As Fmerson wrote:  "At the darkest moment in the history. of ‘the republlcﬁ oo
when it looked as if the nation would be dismembered; pulverlzed 1nte its: crlglnalﬁ“
?{elements, the attack on Fort Sumter orystalllzed the North into 'z unit and the -
_hope ‘of mankind was saved.". The President ‘took advantage of ‘the enthusiasm and-@
Con May‘3rd issued a proclamatlon calling into service 64, 4?8 three-year’ volunteers
~for the Army and 18 000, for the Navy,: brlnglng “the aggregate force proposed, in.
~ cluding an:increase in the Regular Army, to 181 461 men of whom 759000 were only :
to serve three mnnths._-,._ _ _ B _ ,-'

: 11,- April 19th the Preszdent declared a blockade of the entlre ccast of_the Lo
_QSeceded States, I thlnk the" straﬁegic importance of thls actxon has ot been 8= ﬁ:ff_j
“phasized enough.. Of course, the gltlfully*small navy could not do an effective S
‘. .job at all in the begmnnlng, ‘but the Navy grew with great rapldmty'and,learned to
-;;maka ‘its blockade more and more effective; althongh never nearly perfect, it d1d
'*ﬂ,aceomp11sh much in persuading the people ‘of the South of the hopelessness of " the b
“struggle, You will be surprised, as I was, that according to the Cambridge Mod- = . -
+i ern History between October 26, 1864 and Jamary, 1865, it was still possible for =
8,632,000 1bs. of meat; 1 50?,000 1bs¢ of lead; 1,933, OGO 1bs. of saltpeter; =" -

}3546 000 pairs of sheesy 316 000 pairs of. blankets, half a 'million pounds of cof-
+feey: 69,000 rlfles and ‘43 cannon ‘fto run the blockade into the Port of Wilmlngton :
. alone;" while cotton ‘sufficient to: ‘pay for these: purchases was exported. It ig .
sedsy bo. 3ust1fy‘the labor and time put in by the Unlon érmy and Navy5 and coneeef-f~

]iquent 1esees suffered to capture Wilmlngtono " o _ : _ SORRAY

J;v “12, ln the matter of calllng out troops, the Confederate Government had AR
-?jbeen ahead of the: Unlon, ‘April 8 and 16, the Confederate Secretary of War had- .05

i ¢alled on the. then seceded States for 21 000 volunteers then: 32,000 more,: Aprll-
'“?;1? President Davis by proclamatlon called for appllcatlene for 1et%ers of. ‘marque

~ and reprlsalo . The Confederate Congress that convened April 29 recognlzed the o 0

--_etate of war and was asked by Jefferson Davis for eutherlty to . eall for 1009000 ERIREE
'fmen 1n addltlon to the 82 OOO already‘calledo SR L s

ST 1Ba The war was on, and clrcumetancee 1ad shifted the etrateglc obgectlves-.-:‘”?
n_gf each combatanto_ EVldently3 the Confederacy?s polztlcal and mllitary obgecm-



ves were to win over: the stlll doubtful States and to defend 1%3 own errmtory,
©v while the deeral Governmant was. faced w1th trylng +to keep the. doubtful States
'~?_;from 3oin1ng the’ Confederacy'and 1o reconquer the Seceded. States, a Herculean unm_,_ .
- dertaking, It is interesting that such British military suthors as General J, F.
€. Fuller and Colonel G. F. R. Henderson considered that the Federal Governmentk o
Soin spite of ‘the North's greater pnpulatlon and industrial developm.ents took on an
~almost: impossible task in the ‘reconguest of the. Gcnfederacys and that noﬁhlng but
“complete conquest would brmng ‘the Merring sisters” back into the' Union,  But. the
- people of the North did not appreciate this fact. They hoped and believed: that%a -
- battle won would do the job. In the newly created crisis, neither side had or
'"ﬁcould very'well make any‘ever~all coordlnated plan ta accempllsh 1ts cbgectlveso‘

o ;-f14o Things wera happening fast and con31deratlon for my'audlenee limits;me;-
fto ennmaratlng hut a few'events of strateglc 1mportanceo~“". e ISR e RN

it, hi(;) . E 1 17 Virglnla secededo

'fﬂgji(gj*fﬁgrll 18« Confederate valunteers occupled Harper‘s Ferrye,f~
o Five companies of: Pennsylvanla volunteers from Harrlsburg Eie
i ﬁ*jreached thhlngton._f:'h:.,:f ER e e

',;_fﬂf(B)-;AErll 20°'?Uol. Bobert E. Lee was glvan3 ‘and accepteds compﬁﬁ
"*ﬂﬂmeofhwmh%ﬁmm,Gn%mwy%ﬁ%&lm%dwi'
. ten his son: fSecession is nothing but revolution. :The =
”:.fframers ‘of our Constitution never exhausted so much: labourg'}._
<o wisdom, and forbearance in its farmatlons ‘and surrounded it
ﬂ 4;w1th 80 many’guards and securltiesg Af it owas intended 1o be :f
w0 -brokén: by every member of the Confederacy'at wills It was
-intended for !Perpetual Union,! ‘50 expressed: in the preamble'
‘and for the establishment of fgavernment not a compact,
-,-whlch can- only'be resolved by revolution or. the consent of
'*all the people 1n conventlon assembledaﬂ LI o i

3 “; ;£2 1 21 Confederate volunteers occupled the Norfblk ﬁavy

') spril 22 4t the request of the War Department 32111}:1015
.i_imllltla was hurrled to and garrlsoned Gairoc RN .J3f"

j.';ELwéugﬁfv Gena Lee wrltes to Geno Ruagles on ﬁhe Rappahannocke,ﬁ"
. "You will act on the defensive®; and on the 26th to Cocke on
- the’ ﬂlexanérla line: "It is 1mportant that conflzct be not pro”
-.voked unt11 we: are ready.“ SN AR S Sk

iﬁL_ﬂ;iﬁi ?th New Xork reached WéshmnthHD ;. R

ﬁgrll 26° 21,000 stands of arms, 110 000 musket cartrldges,
L _and 2. fleld pleces Shlpped from the St._ ouas Arsenal to :

. erl 21 McClellan, not yet back in Feéeral servmce, proposed.“ '
© i to Scobt a double invasion in the Wéstern ‘Theater of. Gperatzons
--.f.-w1th 80, OOO men from Gailipolis via the valley‘of the Great Kene=

~wah on Richmond thh a .right flank guard left at Ironton and ‘s
s fprompt movement on Louisville or the- heights opposzte Gincinnatiz
‘s an alternative, he proposed cr0831ng ‘"the Ohio at Cincinnati -
'-_or Lou15v1lle wmth 80,000 men, march stralght on. Naﬁhvmlles and




*thence ac' accordlng.to 01rcumstaneesa“

10) gpr ”3 Lincoln auﬁhcrized Col. Lyon to muster'mn 10 000
o .menm. fbr the protectlon of ‘citizens and,U So properﬁy in Ste b
' ' : ’lazm.martzal 1aw° - RN

'“_fﬁézsz ' The erartment of Ohio (ITllnols, Indlana and tho)
-ﬁjwas establlshed w1th Mcclellan in commando-;j,:

May 3 and 21-- Scott in twb 1etters to ﬁcClellan proposed his _‘]5
- Anaconda plan, establlshlng a cordon of posts along the Ghioc. . -~
~and a'moving column .of 60,000 regular and especially. 1nstrucw-
‘ted:Yolunteers.to start down the M1581831ppig partly'marchlng,
v rand: partly“'yfboat, +to extend the cordon there and so blockade
. the princlpalfsecedlng ‘states by landi To thls he added; Mfthe

. .greatest obgtacle in the way of this plan ‘= ‘the great danger
:_j'now*pre331ng upon us 4_13 the 1mpat1ence of our patrlotzc ané
-~ loyal Union friends. They will urge 1nstant and vxgorau S
'-'-.:.'-actlon3 regardless, =_fear, of consequences ae M

T:The enthusxasm in resPQnse to ancoln@s aetlon and the assurw
::ance that the admlnlstratlon was bent upon re-establlshlng
~* " the Union solved the economic problem for the time being; and
”“-,Secretary Chase was able. by’May'S to have a loan of #&03000 OGG
':financed and then ‘an addltlonal $23,00030000_jg : i

fﬁﬁéﬁfib. Gena Lee glven command of all Gonfederate troops in
b Virglnla, and Cols Lyon captures “the Confederate mllltla 1n
f}:Camp Jackson, Stg LOﬁlSo ,.;:;,-,_“__ SR :

ﬁf.i Qﬁeen Vmctoria's declaratmon of neutrallty¢ &}f?2;  t 

Eads sent ta Mcﬂlellan'w1th dESlgn for rlver gun boatsc

) - Commander John Rodgers sent to Clnclnnatl "to estab=':”
'“'tllsh naval armament on H1831SSlppl and Ghlo szarso : o

meaz 24 &rllngton Helghts and ﬁlexandrla occupied by‘Unzon f: B
; troopSa _. o . . S . . .._:-:

THE STRATEGEC SITUATIGN s

. 15° Thus the stage was set for the flrst mndern waro- Jomznl had wrltten _
f:that ﬂstrategy is the art of: maklng war on a mapS -the art of! 1nclud1ng the entlre
jftheater of: SWar;: tactics is ‘the art of combat Son the ground itself . o0 M Come .
*&manders on both sides complalned of the 1ack of good,mapso We know of Lew Wallace’s.
y'costly'mlstake of roads on: the first day of ‘Shiloh. Rlchard Tay&or attributed the i
~lack of Confederate snccess in ‘the Seven Days’ Battles to lack ‘of reliable mazﬁe.-;-.Jm'
‘Certainly there was a serious lack of good local maps,: which gave: an advantage to:
the Confederates, as they'could most easily obtain reliable and 1oyal guzdeso' But
as will be ' seen from the: maps in. the’ Library of: Congress, “the over-all maps of the
SO country were ‘good enough for general strategic’ plannzngg if not fbr grand tactlcs
'5T*1plann1ng 1n the 1nd1v1dua1 theaters of operaﬁmong e TR R A

c 160 The 11m1tat10ns of the separate theaters of operatlong 1mposed by the e
'qggnatural topographlc features of ﬁhe terralnsaxe known o yauo és no. mllltary eperawjﬁjf




Ro ; h o'; y“
_secure possesSion of the: border States and. add them to ‘the Gonfederacy3 whzle
he: Unlon ebjectlve was to prevent this and prntect the Unlon sympathlzers dn

3-.
on's Creek,. 10Auggst 361, Pea Rldge, Arkas 6m8 March 1862) took place in: e
.Transmﬁlsszs91ppi Thea’ber3 endzng Wath,Banks*s nearly d&sastrous campalgn agalnst

: mall
}s rategy only 1nso£ar as the troops in 1t coweparated w1th the fbrces east of .
“the: M1553351pp13 whlch they'rarely da.dn The ‘campaigns’ of strateg;c effect therew
. fore, took place essentzally in the theater between the M1581851ppl and the ﬁpw
7 pa1ach1an Mountalns,and in the theater east of the 1attero_a_y-, i

- 17u_ In these tw03 mhlch for convgnlence we may'd651gnate as the Wéstern
‘and Eastern Theatarss respectivelys of great: str&teglc 1mp0rtance were the rivers
“and’ ramlroadsg the latter a new and vital element in the 1og13t1cs and’ the: formers
‘because of the 1ntroduct10n of armored river. gun: boais and the'river. steam boats.
 "ffconsxderab1e capaclty, put to a new 1mportant tactical use. Here' agamn ‘were
vlnnovatlons 1mp1ng1ng on. the prev1ous practlce and theory of warfare, 3

-;And nows returnlng to the hlgh command and over=a11 plang Scott?s'ﬂna
was largely inspired. by his belief that any ‘overt invasion of Southern te

tory would arouse the anti-Union splrit in the doabtful states, and. that aggre
sive action s uld be’ ‘delayed until at least a part of the new levies had been
“duly. tramned -As to the former v1ew3 on the contrary the Unlon sympathlzers w&"

;Jbeegging for. a}éhow of force 1o support themo. Ecclellangs campalgn A wes%afn
Virginia (July 6 = 25) resulted in the separation of the western counties from

"tthe 0ld Bomlnionv'Lynn?s prompt ‘action saved Mlssourl from secessions the Unlon :
'effort to ‘secure eastern Tennessee, where there was a]most unlversal 1oyalty'te f
{the deeral Guvernment was: carrled -on: wlth alternatlng success and failure

-;out reszstanse by the nGW‘Unmon Ccmmander at Gaxrc on Septamber 6tho In the
- meantime the Confgderate forces were fortifying many points they conszdered_lt
owas: impcrtant to hold, dlsregardlng the alleged sovereignty of the States.
“iwas'a peculiarmty of. thls war that ‘there was no over-all contlnuous front. -

" géneral line of each side was marked by the scattered and discontinuocus outpcsts  f7Hfﬂ

L-g-of different territorial departments. A beaten: army could often retire until-

. ‘the pursuit stopped from exhaustion and lack of supplies, and reform and recover;c;fﬁfﬁ
j'whlle the vmctorious force was reformlng for a new start, _Q.g3_,m:_”” B RNt

A l9o The fzrst pltched battle, Manassas or Bull Rung (21 July‘lﬁél) was a'ﬂ[fVVf"f
f;good example of this. Tt is .interesting that, when it became evident that the FEre

' Administration would suceumb to the pressure for action o the ‘demand Yon to Rich~ =

';[ffmond“ '01d Colonel Syivanus Thayer, for. so many years Superintendent at West Poxnty}
~-and ‘in 1860 Iiving in-retirement at Bralntree, Masss; told hisg nepheW‘Jonathan Boo

;ﬁgfthe numbers, “the more certamn thelr defeat.. Let one lelSlOH be drlven 1o rout

Moulton: “Whoever mskes the first aggressive move will be: beateno_ ‘The greater ? =

f” .and the whole pack will run 1ike . chlldren from an: apple orchard when' set upon’ by
."dogs + » . To make good soldiers owt of good materials, they must be drilled by

'1=competent men; to make a good army out of the best men will: take. three years, - We

.”a i"shou1d act on th@ defen51ve a8’ much as p0881b18 ﬁntil our. armv is better drllledo_31 , 




._:pr y the South makes the first move.;“ "-’But _Mcﬁ)owell and”'the ﬁmy of 'the Potomac
' *edndemned by'polltlcalfstrategy to ‘suffe -the ordealo S i

11 . T YEﬁBs ma‘ Isomm} cmmmms WITH LIMITF&) OBJECTIVES

e 20° ﬁanmfestlys the safest and quickest 11ne of 1nv351on of the So”t';;n'
" the Wésteranheater of Operations was by the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers; .
supported by the newly developed gun: boats, ‘and so we: see Fort Henry. approached
*by'an'amphiblous force and constrained to surrender by a Naval Bombardment alone
en:a quick: ‘midwinter march across ‘the neck of land to. Fort Donelson and;iV'Fr
capture after some hard flghtlng, February 6 15, This broke the cemter of the
nfederate Tine; and was so serious a bloW'that the ﬁonfederates -abandoned: their
fortified: p031tion at Columbus, a rallhead on the M1531531ppi and withdrew from
Bowling Green also a railroad Junctlano Proi‘° Fiebeger in his Campalgns .of the
American: Civil War'wrote°-."The capture’ of Fort: ﬁonelson by raw troops in: mld-
fwinter was one of ‘the. most”remarkable events of the war and reflected great cre-
'gy'lt was due. Hls promptness 1n 01031ﬁg the gap made

g H.Albert 8ldney'Johnston, commandlng ﬁhe Confederate fbrces in the Wbs,
_ﬁtern theater now conceived: and started o carry'cut the. most strategic plan they
“ever attempted:  He ‘concentrated his. forces at Corinth; a. very important rail-
road center, and proposed,w1th his superior force to. fall on the Union ﬁrmy‘as
semblin -at: Pmttsburgh Landing" (the_Army of ‘the Tennessee), and’ then turn on .
11 ',force (the Army of the Cumberland) which would doubtless. attempt 4o ‘ozn,.
1 ormer.. While' the: attack at Shzloh on April ‘6:had - con51derable Anitial: Fuc.
cesss : -was finally‘repulsed in spite.of Lew Wallace‘s gettlng on the wrong .
road ‘and Buellls leading division having dragged its. feeﬁ and not . got to the. f131
of battle antil the"epulse was definite and Johnston had been: killed in rally
ing his troops for another charge, The next day the repulse was- turned into defi-
te defeat; so decisive ‘that: a month later the Confederste army'abandoned Cor"
;1nth'and its fortifications: to Halleck!s united force without resistance, i
~major. strategmc mistake. Never: agaln did ‘the Confederates attempt ‘. coordznat_
: attack of themr comblned forces 1n the W@stern Theater of Gperatlonsa_- i

_ : 22o In the Eastern Theater both 31des were concentrated on. what General
'-Schofleld called "territorial Str&tegy" ‘= M"ghe worst form of operatlons in suchf*
‘atwar: is fterritorial’ strategy'5 or-that: which aims. ‘at the: capture and. - ‘occupa~
_ﬂtlon of territery'as a. prlmary obgecten The best is ‘that vhich aimg at the de-
jstructlon or capture of the- ‘opposing armies as the first snd only'zmportant cbm'
Jects: “Grant at Donelson, Vicksburg and in’ Virgxnla best illustrated this kind .
of: strategyoﬂ -To be sure the: capture of the: enemy‘s capltal will: always have af}
~‘mérious effect on the: lcser but the: government ¢an move elsewhere and contlnue i

1f§to functlon in spite’ of the dlsruption of administrative functions and the blow
Cite its prestlgeo. Itiis only'when the’ capmtal is alsc the heart of ‘the. country -
.ff;;and of greatest strateglc 1mpcrﬁance 1tself that ﬁhe blGW'need be fatalo:__c._;j

i 23»_ Thls is perhaps the place for another commento- In the Clvil War both5 '
3f51des adopted the’ terrxtor&al a531gnment Yo command ‘which’ had been prevalent 1nf
“the. 0ld: army} Commanders were. usually*asszgned to command“a department, not a

:ffffmoblle army, and were not supposed to go outside their own territorial assxgnmentS" :ﬂ
Do exceph inte unasszgned terrltory occupied by'the enemy. This burdened them with S

Soailett of administrative dubties unrelated to the Operatlons ‘of their armies and .. -
:'~T_necessar11y 11m1ted thelr thlnklng and thelr p01nt of vxewo_ Ybu w111 remember 5}1;;;&




1 _Grant“s trlp to confe'_wzth Buell and arran e for
; cooperatmon.after Donelson% 'His reprimand of Curtis for sendlng Steele: frbm.~ﬂf
" 'Helena '_cooperate with Shermanis Vicksburg expedltlons Tt was not until the = 5
”glast year of the war. that army . commands were ass&gned 1ndependently of departmentalr_ff
fadmlnzstration, nd not all of . them theno. 1,;;: _ _ R R AR S S

; '[24¢;;Buellgs slowness in reachlng Savannah before the battle of Shllohs his ﬁ Sl
,fallure o report on-arrival in Savannsh on April 5th, and Nelsonis delay in obeya L
ing Grant!'s order the morning of the éth to march to opposmte Pittsburgh Landlng, o
until’ transmltted +to him: by Buell: ‘at. about 1230 PilM., are also outstanding exam— -

f "”;“Buell did not consider hamself under Grant?s comm,ande ‘tnother examplevis
*Braggﬂs'and Klrby'Smithﬂs invasion of’Kentucky‘ln the summer of 1862, They co=' -
_operated, but there was lack of unity of commsnd. ' This was a strategically well
jconceived effort “to llberate“ Kentucky, bat ‘the people of the State d:d_not rmse

inctﬂsuffer equally from the diffmcultmes of supplye. Bragg had attempted h;sA
Vinvasian_of Kenﬁucky;wzthout ra11 connectlons thh an adequate baseo_ij

5agaanst Mcclellan*s Penlnsula campalgn ‘and contribute to its’ fallure, he was
“then‘the chlef agent of Geno Lee in defeatlng Pope at the sacond battle of Bull

: ' fwould it have been for the Confederatess wath the river An. the
'rear,_but thls seemed beyond McClellan or outside his nature.” However, the‘twn.
-Confederate. attempts, sound - strateglcallyg +o win two: supposedly sympathetzc S
}states fbr th91r ‘cause and 1nfllct a decmsive vmctory on the Nerth had falleda,,-_

: 26o In 1863 the Unlon armles agaln took ﬁhe offen81ve, but Hocker was S
:_;strangely'beaten at’ Ghancellorsvmlle, ‘although only cne ‘wing of: the ﬁrmy of the"

- Potomac had been serlously'affected and ‘Gen, Lee again attempted an: offensive
“into enemy terrltoryo This time to secure shoes and other supplies, and in the "

hopeof winning a declslve victory. which would: brlng recognition of ‘the Confedm;j
‘eracy by Bngland and France, and discourage the people of the North from- furtherf'
fefforts o' conquer: the Southc_ But he allowed his-army to:be- scattered for: the
 gathering of the ‘loot he needed and sent his cavalry*under Stewart on g wild -;
. goose chase, so that he lost “touch- w1th the Army of the Potomac,_ The plece=.=;lyf
" meal battle of Geﬁtyshurg followed for him'a costly repulse; for the Unlon a RIS
S isuccess that fazled cf the de0151ve result 1t mlght have hada Sl ;

T 2?° Gn ﬁhe other hand in the Wéstern Theater a brllllant and d60131ve RS
35:campa1gn shut ‘General: Pemberton and his army up in Vicksburg9 and after a smege;;-[j i

- of 47 days the garrison of 31,600 men with 172 cannon and 60,000 . muskets suru:_::-rﬁ.-ﬁ

-.----';_._renderede Strateglcally this was the greatest blow to ‘the Confederates that o

- they had yet suffered: - they not only lost an army'but alse the last rallroad SRRy

. connection with the resources of the south-west. Pemberton had been restrlcted“ggm.__J
i in taking the offensive by'Jefferson TDavis's orders for the defense of the clty {1j”:3j
“oagthig prlmary'obgective, and Johnston. with an: army*that was 1ncreased 4t il

50,000 men, ‘probably-only about 31,000 of ‘whom were available for the purpose, T
"_:falled ﬁo take any‘declslve actlon to relleve the 51egeo,;; R R




289 Eosecrans havzng been botﬁled up in Chattanocga after hls defeat by

}* rBragg at- Chlckamauga, ‘and his army: belng besmeged and starved was relieved of
" his command in October 1863. Thomas was ‘assigned to command the Army of the

-Cumberland Grant now in over—all command in the West hastened Sherman’ wath

.3'the Aymy of the Tennessee to Chattanooga, ‘took charge in person, reopened the. f. e

““1ine of . supply, and November 23-25 declsively'defeated Bragg. As a result of
*these victories he was called to Washlngton and given his commission in ‘the
. newly created rank of Lieutenant General and put in ‘commard of all. the anmies

“of the United States. Unity of command had been achieved at last and a com=.;

 _:mander selected who was a field commander and would deflnmtely exercise com—

' mand over all theaters of operatzon, 1n.accordance Wlth a deflnlte overwall

_'-_-_'?strategzc plano - ._

.'_"Iv ;A COGRDINATED STRATEGIC PLAN AIsED UNITY E}F ocxmxn REi
o WINTHEWR

S S 29, It is unnecessary'to tell thls audzence of ‘this coordlnated strategzcl :ﬂL?3H
. plan prepared in the early months of 1864, which contemplated advance of the

© ‘Union armies in all theaters of operation-at as nearly the same time as posszble,

" and sustaining the pressure on the Confederate forces without relaxation until S
- forced to surrender or be-destroyed. 'As the new Commander-in..Chief had confmdence' L

' in General Sherman's ability and drive to carry out the campaign in the Western et

'°f Theater; he himself accompanied the main force in the Eastern Theater3 but was
. careful to leave General Meade in command of ‘the Ammy of the Potomac and was: L
- meticulous in passing orders for its operations through Gen. Meade, the VlCtor ff-””:"

Coat Gettysburg. Indeed, to the very end he persisted in his desire t6 have the

"”  ffArmy'of the Potomac the one to defeat General Lée's Army of Northern Virginia, -

:Q:Jagalnst which it had been bravely. Fighting with such lack of decisive success = 7”:H

‘for nearly'four years, and he was careful not to brzng commanders from the‘west'
.80 thal the veterans of the Western armies could not in later years claim that

| “they had won the war. ~Sheridan to take command of a new kind of force; a: fast

.ifmov1ng tactlcal strlklng force, ‘the ‘Cavalry Corps, precursor of the Armored

.'”fCorps of later years; Ord for his energy and reliability, and "Baldy" Smith oo

: Tfistrengthen Ben Butler's command- are the only Westerners of high rank transm.-q = S
- ferred to: the East that come to mlnd«_ Qn the other hand G 00 Howard was sent L
}“to Shennano : : SR

BOo General Qrant in after years descrlbed his plan as fb110W3°':"My gen=-_;_5:;?

Ceral. plan now was to concentrate all the force available: against the Confeder-
‘ate armies in ‘the field. There were but two such, as we have seen, east of ‘the

'fffM1ssissippl and facing north. The Army of Northern vlrg1n1a, General Robert Eo-

- Lee commanding, was on the south bank of the Rapiden, confrontlng the Army of

~ “the Potomacy the second, under General Joseph E, Johnston, was at Daltons Georgla, f:' 

- opposed ‘to Sherman, who was still at Chattanooga. Besides these main armies the
‘Conifederates had to guard the Shenandoah Valley, a great’ storehouse to feed their
- armies from, and their line of communications from Richmond. to Tennessee, Forrest

- a brave and intrepid- cavalry general, was in the West with a large force,. maklng o
. a larger command necessary to hold what we had gained in mlddle and west’ Tennessee,_Vj
We ‘could not abandon any territory north of the line held by the enemy, because .
it would lay the Northern States open to invasion. But as the Army of the’ Potomac
. 'was the prlnclpal garrison for the protection of Washington even while it was mov_zs
- ing on Lee, so all the forces to the west, and the Army of the James, ‘guarded

" their special trusts when advancing from them as well as when remaining at themg -

.  'ﬂ:Better3 “indeed, for they forced the enemy to guard his .own lines and resources .
_f-at a greater dlstance from ours, and with a greater force o'o_c ﬁccordmngly I ar-




:'”r a'szmaltaneous movement all along the llnen_ Sherman was to move from
Chattancoga, Johnston's army: and’ ﬁtlanta being. his obgectmve points. Brook, COMe
- manding in West Vlrginla, ‘was to move from the mouth of the Gauley River with a .
valry;force and scme artillery, the Virglnla and Tennessee railroad to bé hls
jobjectlve_. oo Sigel was in command in the Valley of . Vlrglnlaa He was to ‘advance
~up-the: valley, covering the North from en invasion. through ‘that channel as well
_gwhlle ‘advancing as by rema:nlng at Harper’s Ferry. - Every mile’ he' advanced also*
 ‘gave us possession of stores on which Lee relied,  Butler was tu advance’ by ; the;
‘James River,: havmng Rlchmond and Petersburg as‘his obgectlve PR a_“' Banks in o
_the Department of the Gulf was ordered o ‘assemble éll the troops he had at ﬁewﬁ];~
fﬁrieans -n;tzme to 301n in the general movea g_' SRR ERR : -

,31,_ Ybu all knGW‘how Slgel falled,mlserably in hls m1331on, how Butler al=_
owed himself to be bottled. up in: Bermuda Hundred without capturing Petersburg in
enieral ‘Leels absence, ‘and ‘so not giving the decisive assistance expected; how
b ith;qrarrelled with Butler and was not of any ‘great help to him; and how Banks
- failed in Louisiana. But in spite of these individual failures on their parts,
. the plan was successful as a whole with modifications as 01rcumstances required
andrended at Appamattox and at Goldsburo and %urham Statlong o S -

;_32° There Were so many'new features An the ﬁrt of'war developed by‘the
American: genlus on both: sxdes, that it would: take ail night to even summa
. thém and their xmpact on . strategy as prev1ous1y'understoodo_ 801 reframns, F g
fjfthem for. some one ‘better qualified to discuss at some later meetings but I cannotﬁf_
“close without reference ‘to two that played ‘an’ 1mp0rtant part all through the war, :
ﬂthe fzrst of whlch was the neW'role assumed by'cavalryo; There were but few old

'“'rus'ia W?f‘ but great cavalrylleaders, Sherldany W‘:;.lsons Grlerson,
Stewart, Forrest, Jo- Shelby;-ﬂheeler, and many others, proved the effec-’
ive use of: 1ndependent cavalry as:a fhst-mov1ng, hmttlng force. capable of: de—.;.
ve tactlcal action while: flghtlng on - foots " ﬁlthough the dramatic cavalry
T ds on both sides effectlvely'preyed on. the enemy*s communications and: gathered :
needed supplles or destroyed depots and rallroads with ‘unbelievable’ rapldlty,__ S
there were. only two that achieved 1mportant strategic obgectlves, Van Dorn's raid
hat captured Eblly‘Sprlngs ‘and .Grierson!s raid that ‘blinded Pemberton by td&mng
‘away all the available Confederate cavalry, his’ feelers and means of. keepmng in s
‘touch: Wlth hls enemy, both in the Vicksburg campalgno-; - : B

. ,?339' The second was the success of 3oint ﬂrmy and Navy‘actlon both on the i
rlvers and in the recapture ‘of coastal harbors. Close COOperaﬁlon proved posszblef
and often declslve w1th understandxng commanders 1n each servmceo i 0

V CGNCLUSION

S 340_ The strategxc obgectlve of Pr981dent Llncoln and hls Féderal 3dm1n15tra=
“tion was the ‘re-establishment of the ™more: perfect union! under the . Constitutzone
©While the armed: might of the Confederacy'had been deflnmtely“defeated it may be -
'fidoubted that the Union would really have been re—establlshed on'a: permanent basxsf:: e
= had not the terms of “surrender ‘granted ‘the Confederate armies been 80 wige and:so.
”_'_magnanimous as to have proven conciliatory and prevented vengeance. There were no =~
" Nuremberg trlalsa At least as far as the armies were concerned the war was everg_f_[]g
. :and friendly. relations could be resumed. I have always felt that General Lee was
7:[jnever greater than when he accepted those temns amd set the example of returnlng to




}hls role of good cltlzen wmﬁhout mallce or. evldence of re entment thus preventlng ,
years of. guarrilla warfare ‘and contimied hatred and. enmmtyo To be sures the venge~ -
fol splrit was there among the: pclztlclans and civilians in many cases, ‘and. Pr351-~-;_»f5
,dent Jolinson's" quarrel‘w1th Congress. put ‘the radicals in control of that: body so
that the Reconstructzon legislation was probably'unnecessarzly'harsh ‘and. dmpesed - i
~undue burdens ona population already'ln great dlstress because of. sufferxngs b ughtﬂ
on by ‘the war they had started.  And yet, the’ Sc&th is more prosperous: generally and i
more: populous ‘than it ever. wasy and dn spite of. unavoldable ‘sectional feeling- and oo
- conflicting 1nterests, we ‘are again a united nation, and the sons of both sides 1n
fthat confllct have smnce fought sz&e by 31de 1oyally‘1n thrae forelgn warso-lffi

L F'35, I 11ke to thlnk that we' Amerlcanss after two years of experlmenting w1th
ffthe iraining of" citizen’ soldmers, showed the world how to flght a war and better
g st111, how to end a waro;_;~ - T : LT S _



