
Date: Wednesday,   
  May 11, 2005 
 

Place: The Cleveland  
                 Playhouse Club 
  8501 Carnegie Ave. 
 

Time: Drinks 6 PM   
      Dinner 7 PM 

    
 

Reservations: Please Call 
JAC Communications 
  (216) 861-5588 

 
 

Meal choice:   Breast of Chicken
    or Vegetarian Pasta 

May, 2005    424th Meeting        Vol. 26   #9 

 Tonight’s Speaker:    

   Patrick Schroeder 
Mr. Schroeder is a Civil War author and 
historian. He holds a B.S. in Historical 
Park Administration from Shepherd Col-
lege and a M.A. in Civil War History from 
Virginia Tech. He is the Historian at Ap-
pomattox Court House Historic Park. Mr. 

Schroeder has written, edited or pub-
lished eighteen Civil War titles includ-
ing: More Myths About Lee’s Surren-

der, The Confederate Cemetery at Ap-
pomattox, and Recollections and Remi-

niscences of Old Appomattox.  He lives 
in Lynchburg, Virginia where he and 
his wife run Schroeder Publications. 

Tonight’s  

Program:  

Patrick Schroeder 
As  

George T. Peers 
 
Patrick Schroeder portrays George T. Peers, a Civil War 
soldier who experienced Appomattox Court House.  
Come listen to Mr. Peers reminisce about this last, deci-
sive campaign of the war.  He revisits the battles of Pe-
tersburg, Five Forks, Sayler’s Creek, and the climax at 
Appomattox Court House.  Mr. Peers gives insight to 
the events and the personalities involved. 
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 What a great pleasure it was to have Presi-
dent Lincoln with us last month. His alter ego, Jim 

Getty, is more than an actor. He is a true Lincoln his-
torian as he demonstrated with his command of the 
facts of Lincoln’s life in answering our questions. He 
well deserved his standing ovations. 
 
 Our speaker this month will also come to us 

from the past with Patrick Schroeder portraying 
George Peers, an eyewitness to Lee’s surrender at 
Appomattox Court House. Patrick is a son of the south 
and comes to us from Lynchburg, Virginia.  Our raffle 
will include some Chamberlain Chardonnay and 
Cleveland Civil War Roundtable Cabernet Sauvignon 
along with some great books and other items to attract 
your betting dollars. May has always been our tradi-

tional “Guest Night,” so be sure to bring a friend. 
 

 Our annual poetry contest at Lee Burneson 
Middle School had over 360 entries this year – an all 
time high. Picking our winners as usual was difficult – 
many thanks to my wife Elaine for her help each year 
in judging the entries with me. The thought put into 
these poems by most of the writers is amazing and 
always very moving as the writers consider the hor-
rors of war, its casualties, and the loss to those who 

love them. Our winner, Manda McPheter, and her 
parents and teacher will join us for dinner. Manda will 

read her poem “Mourning” to us. 
 
 Thanks to the generous support of our mem-
bers and the recommendations of our officers and 

trustees, we were able to donate $500 to the Soldiers 
and Sailors Monument and $500 to Professor 
Bush’s work on Johnson’s Island.  
 
 And finally, my thanks to all of you for lend-
ing me your podium this year. A special thanks to our 

vice president Dave Carrino, who has put together a 
great program and field trip for next season, our treas-

urer Lynn Loritts, who has so ably collected and 
managed our money, our secretary Marilyn DeBaltzo 
for her great work with our raffle, William Vodrey 
with fund raising, Dan Zeiser, editor of the Charger, 
our historian Dale Thomas and our directors. I have 
enjoyed working with these good people and my year 
as president – I hope you had a good time, too. 
 

 See you on the 11th… 

    Mel Maurer 
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Cleveland Civil war Roundtable  

2004/2005 Schedule 

Lincoln and Douglas      

January 12, 2005  
 

The Great Debate 
 

Which is the best book, fiction or 

non-fiction, on the Civil War? 
 

 

 Moderator: William Vodrey 

John Marszalek 

March 9, 2005 
 

 

Myths of  

Shiloh 

 
Tim Smith 

Shiloh National Park Historian 



GIUSEPPE GARIBALDI 
General-in-Chief, U.S. Army? 
 
By E. Chris Evans 
 
     Is the idea of the great Italian revolutionary warrior Giuseppe Garibaldi trading in his 
famous red shirt for a Union officer's blue frock coat incredible? Is the idea improbable, 
even impossible, especially since this man would be filling a position first held by Gen-
eral George Washington? One would think the answer would be “absolutely," but, in 
reality, it was more than just an idle proposal. This great freedom fighter, who was born 
(appropriately enough) on the Fourth of July, 1807, and lived for a time in New York 
City, led some 1,000 men (all wearing red shirts) in the 1856 campaign that ultimately 
defeated the 130,000 man army of the Neapolitan kingdom, thus beginning the unifica-
tion of Italy. 
     Look ahead some five years, to the summer of 1861. In the United States, a civil 
war was in its early months and many in the North were optimistic that there would be 
a quick end to the strife. The politicians of Washington City, their wives, and families 
loaded up their buggies and carriages and rode toward Manassas to watch the show, 
soon to unfold, that would undoubtedly end the unpleasantness. By the end of the day, 
however, thousands of mud-caked men in blue competed with the panicked civilian 
onlookers in a wild race to be the first back to the nation's capital. The actions of a cer-
tain Col. William T. Sherman, on the field and during the retreat, earned him favorable 
notice and promotion to brigadier general of Volunteers. 
     Within days of the battlefield defeat, with the North still smarting from the disaster 
and Lincoln contending anew with the inexperience of his generals, one of the strang-
est diplomatic missions in American history was begun. At risk were relations with the 
Vatican (which still controlled large areas of Italy), other European kingdoms, and the 
revolutionary government still striving to unite all of Italy. The potential benefit of the 
mission was that the course of the war might be turned in the North's favor, the eman-
cipation of the Southern slaves hastened, and the bloodshed and bitterness of a pro-
tracted conflict averted. 
     That mysterious mission was nothing less than an attempt to enlist in the Northern 
cause the aid of General Giuseppe Garibaldi, a living symbol of national unification and 
a man who already regarded himself as an honorary citizen of this country. For several 
weeks, the Italian newspapers had been speculating that Garibaldi would go to Amer-
ica and take up the fight for the black man. The United States consul at Antwerp, 
James W. Quiggle, without prior consultation or permission from the State Department 
or White House, wrote a letter to Gen. Garibaldi indicating that, if indeed he went to the 
United States to serve, there would be "thousands of Italians and Hungarians who will 
rush to your ranks, and thousands and tens of thousands who will glory to be under the 
command of the 'Washington of Italy.’ " 
     Quiggle forwarded copies of his correspondence to Secretary of State William H. 
Seward. He then wrote to Garibaldi again, this time informing the Italian leader that he 
would soon receive a formal invitation to go to the United States "with the highest Army 

E. Chris Evans of Heath, Ohio, is a Civil War scholar, collector and amateur historian who has been published in both "Civil War 
Times Illustrated" and "Blue & Gray" magazines. He is most familiar to our members in his role as General W.T. Sherman. 



commission which is in the power of the President to confer." At this point, Lincoln was 
probably unaware of Quiggle's offer, but it must be assumed that Seward discussed 
the consul's actions with Lincoln, while noting that Quiggle had overstepped his author-
ity. Still, the idea of obtaining Garibaldi's services was tantalizing, especially after the 
debacle of Bull Run. 
     Lincoln instructed Seward to begin direct communications with Garibaldi. The U.S. 
minister at Antwerp, Quiggle's superior, Henry S. Sanford, was instructed to offer the 
red-shirt hero "a Major-General's commission in the Army of the United States, with its 
appointments and the hearty welcome of the American people." Hoping to forge a 
more intimate bond, Seward asked the general to consider him as not just a govern-
ment official, "but an old and sincere personal friend." To help coordinate efforts, U.S. 
diplomat George Perkins Marsh, the first American minister to the new kingdom of It-
aly, was also informed in Turin. Although Lincoln's name was not mentioned in the cor-
respondence, it was obvious that only he could authorize conferring the rank of major 
general. The closest Lincoln came to personal involvement was indicated in a confi-
dential note from Seward to Sanford: "It has been a source of sincere satisfaction to 
the President that circumstances have rendered him able to extend to him [Garibaldi], 
if desired, an invitation which would enable him to add [to his already towering reputa-
tion] the glory of aiding in the preservation of the American Union." Seward also noti-
fied Sanford that he could reveal that one thousand pounds sterling had been put 
aside for the "expenses" of Garibaldi and his retinue. 
     In September 1861, Sanford met with Marsh in Turin. They decided to proceed cau-
tiously at first, talking to Garibaldi on a level below ministerial rank. If the general 
turned them down, it would appear to be only an exchange of diplomatic courtesies, 
rather than a damaging rebuff to the Lincoln Administration. After a positive response 
from the old freedom-fighter, Sanford went to meet Garibaldi himself. Garibaldi had 
some definite ideas as to the terms of his rallying to the Stars and Stripes, however. 
The conditions set forth by the general were outlined in Sanford's report to Secretary 
Seward: "He [Garibaldi] said that the only way in which he could render real service, as 
he ardently desired to do, to the cause of the United States, was as Commander in 
Chief of its forces; that he would only go as such and with the additional contingent 
power - to be governed by events - of declaring the abolition of slavery." Sanford also 
reported that he informed the general that he was only empowered to offer the two-star 
rank and could not go beyond it. Thus ended the first attempt to obtain Garibaldi's ser-
vices. 
     Some thirteen months later, in October 1862, Garibaldi wrote to Minister Marsh. He 
indicated that he no longer asked for supreme command and that a major generalship 
would suffice. However, he still insisted on freedom for the slaves as a condition of his 
service. By this time, soon after the Battle of Antietam, Lincoln had issued his prelimi-
nary Emancipation Proclamation. This satisfied Garibaldi's condition of black freedom, 
but the war had progressed past the point where a hero from abroad was looked upon 
as a guarantor of victory. 
     The prestigious post of General-in-Chief of the armies of the United States was 
never taken up by Giuseppe Garibaldi. Interestingly, he had seen that emancipation 
was to be a core issue, and a result, of the war at a time when Lincoln was still ponder-
ing the thought. In the end, both men saw freedom for the black man achieved. The 



charismatic Italian general in the red shirt never became an American general in blue. 
While the sixteenth President still lived, however, in a remarkable gesture of respect 
and honor, Garibaldi saw to it that one of his grandsons was named Lincoln. 
 

Mourning 
By Manda McPheter 

  

  Mourning over the once new born child   

  Mourning over the little boy she saw grow up 
  Mourning over the boy she saw become a man 
 
  Mourning over the young man she saw walk away 
   from home 
  Mourning over the young man she hoped to see 
   alive and well over her death bed 
  Mourning over the young man she hoped would  
   have a loving family like his father 
 
  Mourning over the young man she saw go off to  
   war 
  Mourning over the senselessness of war 
  Mourning over the letters she got from the  
   young man 
 
  Mourning for the other families that have had  
   this happen 
  Mourning for the future families that will have  
   this happen 
 
  Mourning over the spirit of a dead soldier 
  Mourning over the death of her son    

  



Significant May Civil War Dates 
1861 

 May 6 - Tennessee and Arkansas pass Secession Ordinances and 

leave the Union, the 9th and 10th states to join the Confederacy. 

 May 10 - Captain Nathaniel Lyon, U.S. Army, seizes the arsenal in 

St. Louis from Sterling Price’s State Militia. 

 May 14 - William T. Sherman returns to the Army. 

 May 17 - Tennessee is admitted to the Confederacy. 

 May 18 - Arkansas is admitted to the Confederacy. 

 May 24 - Federal troops cross the Potomac and capture Alexan-

dria. 

 

1862 

 May 8 - Stonewall Jackson defeats John C. Fremont at the Bat-

tle of McDowell in the Shenandoah Valley. 

 May 23 - Stonewall Jackson defeats Nathaniel Banks at the Bat-

tle of Port Royal. 

 May 25 - Jackson defeats Banks again at Winchester. 

 May 31 - Joe Johnston attacks George McClellan at Fair Oaks 

or Seven Pines.  Johnston is wounded and Robert E. Lee is given com-

mand the next day. 

 

1863 

 May 1 - The Battle of Chancellorsville begins.  Ulysses Grant 

wins the Battle of Port Gibson after crossing the Mississippi in the 

Vicksburg Campaign. 

 May 2 - Jackson assault’s the Union’s flank is successful.  In the 

evening, he is shot by his own troops while reconnoitering. 

 May 4 - Hooker retreats from Chancellorsville. 

 May 5 - Clement L. Vallandigham is arrested. 

 May 6 - Vallandigham is tried and convicted of treason. 

 May 10 - Stonewall Jackson dies. 

 May 12 - grant defeats Confederate troops at Raymond, Missis-

sippi.  Col. Robert Shaw exceeds his 1000 man limit in recruiting the 

54th Massachusetts.  The spillover is used to form the second all 

black regiment, the 55th Massachusetts. 

 May 14 - Grant takes Jackson, Mississippi. 

 May 16 -  Grant defeats John Pemberton at champion Hill. 

 May 17 - Grant defeats Pemberton again at the Big Black River. 

 May 18 - The siege of Vicksburg begins. 

 May 19 - Lincoln commutes Vallandigham’s sentence to banish-

ment. 

 

1865 

 May 9 - The trial of Lincoln assassination conspirators begins. 

 May 10 - Jefferson Davis is captured near Irwindale, Georgia.  

President Johnson officially declares armed resistance at an end. 



Nominations for Officers and Directors 2005-6 
 Officers       Directors 
President -   Dave Carrino   Mel Maurer 
Vice President -  John Fazio    Warren McClelland 
Treasurer -   Lynn Loritts    Hans Kuenzi 
Secretary -   Marilyn DeBaltzo   Lisa Kempfer 
Historian -    Dave Thomas   Eddie Myers 
        Jon Thompson 

Field Trip     September 23-25, 2005 

Fredericksburg - Spotsylvania Courthouse 

National Military Park 
This year’s trip will be to Fredericksburg and environs.  This gives us access to 
four battlefields, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, the Wilderness, and Spotsylva-
nia.  For those less inclined to traipse over battlefields, the town of Fredericksburg 
provides other opportunities.  Reserve the date.  If you are interested, please send 
your deposit of $75.00 to Dave Carrino, 4470 Coral Gables Drive, Parma, Ohio, 
44134. 


