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Tonight’s Program: A. P. Hill at Gettysblll‘g

Ambrose Powell Hill was one of Robert
E. Lee’s closest, ablest, longest serving
lieutenants. Promoted to lieutenant
general following the death of Stonewall
Jackson, Hill led Lee’s Third Corps at
Gettysburg where he was largely
ineffective. Was he sick, not yet
comfortable in his new command, or had
Lee promoted Hill to his level of
incompetence? What happened to A. P.
Hill at Gettysburg?

Union dead at Gettysburg

Jon Thompson A

Roundtable past President Date: Wednesday,

Jon  Thompson  taught February s, 2012
English and history for|

nearly 40 years at Lee Place: Judson Manor
Burneson Middle School in 1890 E. 107th Street
Westlake, OH. During his Cleveland, Ohio
tenure there, Jon created the

annual "Civil War Days” Time: Drinks 6 pm

event which immerses 8th Dinner 6:45 pm

grade students in all aspects
of the Civil War era. The
students study the period, work on related projects and attend

Reservations: Please send an email to

cewrt1956 @yahoo.com with your reservation, or call
Dan Zeiser at (440) 449-9311 by 9 pm the Sunday before
the meeting.

an "Encampment Night” where they hear a number of talks on
topics relating to the era and then attend a Civil War Ball in|
period gowns and uniforms. At the ball they perform a play,
drill as soldiers, dance to period songs and sing as a chorus. Jon|
is a long time student of the Civil War and Gettysburg in| Meal: Entree, vegetable, salad, and dessert.
particular and has led numerous tours of the battlefield,

including the CCWRT during the year he served as president.
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President’s Message February 2012

I think the historiography of the Civil War - the story of how the Civil War history was,
created and handed down to us - is as interesting as any other aspect of the Civil War. There
may be other instances when the history of a war was written by the losers of the conflict, but I
am not aware of it. That, of course, is exactly what happened with the American Civil War; its
history, as Americans have been taught it for the last 145 years, was largely written, framed, and
colored by veterans of the Confederacy and those sympathetic to its cause.

Lee was a genius. Grant was a butcher and a drunk. The war was fought over tariffs and states’
rights. All the good West Pointers went south and all the crummy ones went north. The Union
won on overwhelming superiority of numbers, wealth, and materiel. That I used the word|
“Union” in the previous sentence instead of “United States of America” is itself a telling
indicator of how much the Confederate view has become our historical view of the war. Why|
wouldn’t I say «“United States of America” in that context? Why, in all of our history books, is
the side that had its seat of government in Washington never referred to as the “United States of]
America,” but always as “Union”, or “Northern” or “Yankee?” We similarly never read about the

exploits of the U.S. Army or the U.S. Navy. Why do we not use these terms? Conversely, while

the term “Rebels” or “Rebs” is sometimes used to refer to Southern forces, “Confederates,”
“CSA,” and “Confederate States of America” (also “Southern”) are used far more commonly|
and almost always. Why do we choose to elevate one side while reducing the other?

The answer, of course, is to soften the hard, unpleasant facts of the war, who waged it, and
why. These unpleasant facts include that the “states’ right” the Southern states seceded and|
fought for was the right to own slaves; that the noble cavaliers of the Confederacy committed|
treason when they took up arms against the United States of America, particularly those]
veterans of the regular army who broke their loyalty oaths; that Robert E. Lee’s two Northern
invasions were horrible failures that nearly destroyed his army and, at Gettysburg in particular,
Lee’s failed tactics and personal miscalculations contributed more to his army’s defeat than the|
mistakes of subordinates (i.e. Hill, Ewell, Early, Stuart, and Longstreet who typically shoulder|
the blame); that Ulysses S. Grant’s record as a butcher was exceeded by, of all people, Lee,
whose casualty rates over the last 18 months of the war were substantially higher than Grant’s.
'Why, after 150 years, are we STILL misrepresenting and arguing over these facts? What is our|
emotional stake in the answers?

I have recently read two excellent books on the topic of the creation of (false) Civil Warl

history. The first, The Myth of the Lost Cause and Civil War History, is a collection of essays

covering multiple aspects of the Lost Cause myth, the most interesting one being the role Juball
Early, his widow, and Confederate heritage groups played in the creation and propagation of the|
Civil War history we all learned growing up and that is still largely taught in our schools today.
The other book, These Honored Dead: How the Story of Gettysburg Shaped American Memory,
explores and debunks whole chunks of the Gettysburg story we know, love, and retell. The|
central character in Desjardin’s book is John Bachelder a portrait and landscape artist who,
remarkably, managed to fashion a career for himself as the preeminent Gettysburg historian off
the 19t century based on one, after-the-battle topographic map he drew up to make money.
Many aspects of the Gettysburg story that are today retold as history were created by Bachelder
to promote himself and his work. It was Bachelder, for example, who not only coined the terms
“copse of trees” and “high-water mark of the Confederacy,” but who also single handedly
decided the significance of both in the Gettysburg story.

The creation of the historical record that we so enjoy studying is a fascinating story in its own
right, as fascinating as the original story the historical record purports to tell. I think the process|
by which we come to believe what we believe says as much about us as what we actually claim
to believe. At the end of the movie western “The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance,” Senator
Ransom Stoddard (played by Jimmy Stewart) who built a long, successful political career on
being the man who killed the notorious outlaw Liberty Valance (Lee Marvin), reveals to a group|
of reporters that it was, in fact, his friend, the late Tom Donavan (John Wayne) who shot
Valance. The reporters care not a whit about this important bit of truth, telling Stoddard as they|
dejectedly walk away, “When the legend becomes fact, print the legend.”

I sometimes wonder if it is legend with which we are so enthralled and not history.
Respectfully submitted,

Paul Burkholder
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2011-2012 SCHEDULE

September 14, 2011
Experiencing
the Civil War

Robert
Olmstead

October 12, 2011

The Battle of
Monocacy
Marc
Destruction of the RR bridge
over the Monocacy River Leepson

January 11, 2012

The Barlows and
the Gordons

John Fazio

February 8, 2012

A. P. Hill
at Gettysburg

Jon Thompson

March 14, 2012

The Dick Crews Annual Debate:
Lincoln and Douglas Debate

Mel Maurer as Abraham Lincoln

Chris Fortunato as Stephen Douglas
Moderator: William F. B. Vodrey

November 9, 2011

.‘Q'
-

The Battle of
Nashville
Dan
Zeiser

April 11, 2012

How Robert E. Lee
Lost the Civil War

Edward H.
Bonekemper III

December 14, 2011

How Sibling Rivalry
Helped Spawn an
Assassin

Nora Titone

May 16, 2012 (Note later date)

Vicksburg!

Ed Bearss
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