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Tonight’s Speaker: 

Thomas J. Culbertson 
Mr. Culbertson is Executive Director of the Ruth-
erford B. Hayes Presidential Center, holds a 
Bachelors of Arts in History from Knox College 
and a Masters of Library Science from Syracuse 
University.  Prior to joining the Hayes Center Staff 
he was an Army officer, a college librarian, and a 
stockbroker.  He served as Manuscripts Curator at 
the Hayes Center from 1988 until 1995 when he 
became Head of History and Education.  In that 
capacity he supervised the historical and educa-
tional activities in the Library, Archives, Museum, 
and the Home at the Center.  He assumed the posi-
tion of Executive Director in 2005.  Mr. Culbert-
son has curated eleven major exhibits at the Hayes 
Center. He lectures frequently about Rutherford 
Hayes, the Hayes Center, political cartoons, and 
various museum and archives related topics.      

Tonight’s Program: 

Rutherford B. Hayes and 

the 23rd OVI 
      Rutherford B. Hayes, nineteenth president of the 
United States, was the fifth child born to Rutherford and 
Sophia Birchard Hayes. He was born October 4, 1822, 
at Delaware, Ohio, about two months after the death of 
his father. His parents had come to Ohio in 1817 from 
Dummerston, Vermont. When the Civil War began, 
Hayes offered his services to the state of Ohio. Gover-
nor William Dennison appointed him to the rank of ma-
jor in the 23rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He saw much 
active service, rising to the rank of major general. He 
was severely wounded on September 14, 1862, at the 
Battle of South Mountain. In 1864, while still in the 
army, he was elected to Congress (despite his refusal to 
campaign). Hayes did not take his seat until the Union 
had won the war. He was reelected in 1866. The follow-
ing year Ohio voters elected him governor. He retired at 
the close of his second term in 1872 and moved to Fre-
mont in May 1873. After winning a third term in 1875, 

the Republican Party chose 
Hayes as its presidential 
candidate. He won the 1876 
election only after the crea-
tion of a special commis-
sion to decide disputed 
electoral votes. Because of 
the tension surrounding his 
election, Hayes secretly 
took the oath of office on 
Saturday, March 3, 1877, in 
the Red Room of the White 
House. 
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President’s Message 

April 2010 

Greetings, 
 
 In February, we heard about the 26th 
OVI from Jeff Hill. This month we will hear  
about the 23rd OVI and its onetime colonel, 
Rutherford Hayes, a  Cincinnati lawyer. Hayes 
later became a brigade and division commander  
under George Crook and Phil Sheridan. After 
serving as a postwar governor of Ohio, Hayes 
became the 19th president of the United States,  
succeeding Ulysses S. Grant. After a promised 
one term presidency, Hayes was succeeded by 
fellow Ohioan James Garfield, soon to be assas-
sinated. We will learn about Hayes's wartime 
experience from Tom Culbertson, Executive Di-
rector of the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential 
Center in Fremont. 
 
 A reminder: Tim Daley has invited us to 
attend a special visit by Civil War Roundtable 
members to the Soldiers and Sailors Monument 
on Thursday, April 8 (5-7 PM). 
 
 Best wishes for Passover and Easter. 
  
 
  Respectfully, 
 
  Dennis Keating 
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A Report from the Field . . .  
The 18th Annual Sarasota Civil War Symposium 

By John Hildebrandt 
 

   There are relatively few Civil War sites in Florida, but for 3 days every winter Sarasota is the center of 
the Civil War universe. This past January, my wife, Marie, and I attended the Civil War Education Soci-
ety’s 18th Annual Civil War Symposium at the Helmsley Sandcastle Resort on Lido Beach in Sarasota, 
Florida. For most of us, the Civil War is best studied on the field of battle—be it Gettysburg, Antietam, 
Shiloh, Ft. Sumter, or Vicksburg—but in the  midst of an Ohio winter the beach on Lido Key is a better 
than fair substitute. This was our fifth symposium, spaced over the past 8 years, and it has become a 
January tradition. 
   The event begins with a reception on Wednesday night. The symposium presentations run Thursday 
and Friday until mid-afternoon—allowing plenty of time for personal pursuits—and conclude by noon 
on Saturday. This year’s faculty was excellent, including Ed Bearss, William “Jack” Davis, Joseph Glat-
thaar, Gary Ecelbarger, Robert Krick, Charles Roland, Dale Phillips, and Terrence Winchell. Jeffrey 
Wert was a last-minute scratch. Each year the symposium attracts about 100 participants, Civil War en-
thusiasts from all around the U.S., though the biggest representation is from Florida and the southeast. 
This year, Marie and I were the only representatives from the Buckeye State. 
   Jack Davis, longtime editor of Civil War Times and now a professor at Virginia Tech University 
served as Head of Faculty, organizing the presentations and handling introductions. Robert Krick, a 
leading authority on the Army of Northern Virginia and the author of many 
books, opened the symposium with a presentation on Robert E. Lee’s great-
est victory: Chancellorsville. The basic story of the battle is familiar, but 
Krick provided some interesting insights. Although Jackson is mainly iden-
tified with the famous flank attack which turned the battle in the Confeder-
ate’s favor, Krick argues it was Lee’s idea and Jackson was the person who 
executed it, albeit brilliantly. As evidence, he cites a post-war letter from 
Lee to Jackson’s widow in which Lee wrote “it was decided,” a gentle-
man’s way of saying it was Lee’s idea, not her fallen husband’s. He also 
noted that Lee opened the campaign with a major mistake—allowing 
Hooker to maneuver into a position where he could seriously threaten Lee’s 
Army—but managed to turn things around completely. Krick is an excellent presenter with a dry wit 
and a folksy style. 
   Terrence Winchell, Chief Historian at Vicksburg National Military Park, gave an excellent presenta-
tion on the civilian experience during the siege of Vicksburg. He illustrated his talk with a number of 
photographs of Vicksburg residents. The civilian experience is often overlooked in books about the 
Civil War, and Winchell really brought home the tremendous suffering experienced by non-combatants 
involved in the siege of Vicksburg. He noted that just about the only time shooting stopped was when 
the Yankee soldiers stopped to eat. Of the city’s 1860 population of 5,000, about 1,500 were slaves. 

About 15 civilians were killed during the siege. Interestingly, the Confeder-
ate authorities made no attempt to evacuate the civilian population prior to 
the siege. Many civilians spent much of the siege in caves dug into the hills 
around the city. According to Winchell, there are still 6 in existence, al-
though all are in private hands and not accessible. 
   The famous Ed Bearss, retired Chief Historian for the National Park Ser-
vice, gave a talk on the Battle of Monocacy and attempted to answer the 
question: Did it really save Washington? In Ed’s view, the answer is a 
qualified “maybe.” Bearss is a master storyteller. After seeing him so often 
on TV, it was a real treat to see him in person. He did not disappoint. 
   After lunch, there was a roundtable discussion on the best—and worst—

W. Jack Davis 

Honorary member Ed Bearss 



of recent Civil War books. It was a lively exchange. Most everyone came down pretty hard on British 
historian John Keegan’s new book: The American Civil War: A Military History. Keegan has a peerless 
reputation as a military historian—his Face of Battle is one of the best books ever written about war—
but his Civil War book is full of factual errors—too many to forgive, in the opinion of all but one of the 
faculty, Jack Davis, who feels Keegan’s “unique insights” outweigh his problems with the facts. Terry 
Winchell lauded Doris Kearns Goodwin’s Team of Rivals. Jack Davis recommended Vicksburg 1863 by 
Winston Groome, also the author of a great book on the 1864 Nashville campaign—Shrouds of Glory: 

From Atlanta to Nashville: The Last Great Campaign of the Civil War—and, of course, Forrest Gump. 
Winchell also recommended The Strange and Blighted Land: the Gettysburg Aftermath by Greg Lo-
coco. Robert Krick recommended Lincoln and His Navy by Craig Symonds. 
   There was plenty of discussion during the Thursday evening reception around the hotel pool. The av-
erage age of attendees was what you would expect at a Civil War gathering, but there was a variety of 
backgrounds, Civil War interests, and life histories. Faculty members are open, friendly, and ready to 
talk. In the evenings you could find a number of attendees and faculty members gathered around the 
Tiki Bar to sip a libation, perhaps smoke a cigar, and press their point of view on John Bell Hood, the 
Battle of the Crater, or what would have happened at Gettysburg if Stonewall Jackson had been there. 
After each presentation there was lots of Q&A, even a few polite disagreements. 
   The highlight of Friday morning’s session was a presentation by the Charles Roland, retired professor 

of history at the University of Kentucky and the author of many Civil 
War books, including a well-respected biography of Albert Sydney 
Johnston. A World War II veteran (like Ed Bearss), Roland is an excel-
lent presenter. But he gave himself a tough assignment: “Slavery and 
Secession in the Eyes of a Contemporary Southern Moderate.” He read 
an 1860 letter from a Louisiana planter to his old college friend, a busi-
nessman in Indiana, offering a rationalization for both slavery and seces-
sion. The letter was fictional, written by Charles Roland, and created to 
provide the perspective of a reasonable, moderate, educated Southern 

man doing his best to calmly and logically explain to a dear friend why 
slavery was a good thing and secession, though regrettable, was legal and necessary. Roland is Southern 
by birth and speaks in a careful, but beautiful, drawl. Close your eyes and you are transported back to 
1860. The letter is very well written—a credit to Roland—and in its context you can understand why 
and how people like this fictional planter rationalized human bondage and secession. 
   Gary Ecelbarger, author of several Civil War books, including Three Days in the Shenandoah: Stone-

wall Jackson at Front Royal and Winchester, and The Great Comeback: How Abraham Lincoln Beat the 

Odds to Win the 1860 Republican Nomination, followed Charles Roland with a presentation on how 
Lincoln managed to win the 1860 nomination against some very long odds. As was the custom in 1860, 
Lincoln was not in attendance at the convention. In fact, none of the candidates were present. Judge 
David Davis, Lincoln’s unofficial campaign manager, was the person who really masterminded the 
strategy that gave Lincoln the nomination. His plan: trash Seward (the leading candidate); spread the 
message Lincoln was not interested in the VP slot; push the idea Lincoln is the ideal compromise candi-
date; and make sure Lincoln gets 100 votes on the first ballot (he got 102). It worked. 
   Robert Krick gave a spirited talk on a little known but very interesting ANV officer, General Roswell 
Ripley. Krick titled his talk: “General Roswell S. Ripley . . . ‘A big fat whiskey drinking loving man.’” 
A colorful character who managed to irritate and offend both Beauregard and Joe Johnston, Ripley 
fought at Antietam and Gettysburg, wrote a very good history of the Mexican War, and thought Robert 
E. Lee was a buffoon. A strange man who graduated with U.S. Grant from West Point in 1843 (where 
he ranked fifth in his class), nothing has ever been written about him. He is buried in Magnolia Ceme-
tery in Richmond. 
   Rounding out Friday was a presentation by Jack Davis on “Numbers, Nonsense, and Secession.” He 
made the point that, although “statistics are enormously dangerous things,” they can also tell the truth in 

Charles Roland 



a way nothing else can. The focus of his talk was using statistics to dispel the notion—often promul-
gated by Lost Cause adherents, both contemporary and historical—that slavery was not the cause of the 
war. As he points out, all you have to do is look at the contemporary writings, speeches, letters, newspa-
per articles, etc. of the time to know the war was about slavery and really nothing else. In 1860, virtually 
all Southern leaders wholeheartedly endorsed slavery. He noted 65% of all Southern farms used slaves, 
and the truth is probably closer to 75%. He stated 31% of households in the 11 states of the Confederacy 
had one or more slaves. 
   On Saturday morning, Dale Phillips, Superintendent of George Rogers Clark National Historical Park 
in Vincennes, Indiana, gave a presentation on the Red River Campaign of 1864. Outside of the Civil 
War community—and even among enthusiasts—the campaign is little known. It was a disaster for Gen-
eral Nathaniel Banks and the Union Army and showed how a much smaller force, if properly led, can 
beat a larger one. The campaign ended Nathaniel Banks’ career. Confederate General Richard Taylor 
saved the Red River Valley of Louisiana and Texas and its cotton and cattle for the Confederacy. Phil-
lips also told an amazing story about a Union soldier from upstate New York who was wounded in the 
campaign and later died of dysentery in a hospital in New Orleans. The soldier is buried in the national 
cemetery there. Recently, the family visited the cemetery and asked to see the grave. They told cemetery 
officials they wanted a new headstone. When the family looked at the headstone they noticed the first 
name was different. They wanted to change it to the soldier’s real name: a female name. This soldier 
was a woman, the oldest of 11 children, from a farm in New York State, who went off to fight for the 
Union in 1862. For 2 years she kept her identity a secret. Her descendants recently discovered a box of 
her letters and papers. She had been a brave soldier who fought in many battles. In the end, they decided 
to put the soldier’s male name on the new headstone to honor the cause that she served and the men she 
fought and died with. Phillips told an amazing story, and told it well. 
   Also on Saturday, Joseph Glatthaar, the Alan Stephenson Distinguished Professor of History at the 
University of North Carolina, gave a presentation titled “New Insights on the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia: A Statistical Perspective.” Two years ago, Glatthaar published a landmark study of the ANV us-
ing a unique statistical sample he developed with the help of professor of political science at the Univer-
sity of Houston. They created a representative sample of 600 ANV soldiers, then Glatthaar sliced and 
diced the data from a number of perspectives: age, birthplace, economic status, enlisted vs. officer, slave 
holder vs. non-slave holder, education level, branch of service, year of enlistment, religious affiliation, 
marital status, and casualty status by year, branch of service, state of birth, etc. This statistical analysis 
was the basis for his 2008 book: General Lee’s Army: From Victory to Collapse. Glatthaar shared many 
unique insights into Lee’s army. Approximately 200,000 soldiers served in the ANV during the 4 years 
of its existence. Of those, 25% or 50,000 were killed in action or died of disease, a sobering statistic. 
Killed and wounded by branch of service is interesting: Infantry – 41.0%, Cavalry – 19.3%, Artillery – 
22.0%.  An officer in the ANV was 2.5x more likely to be a casualty than an enlisted man. Infantry con-
stituted 92.4% of those KIA. Glatthaar used a number of charts and graphs in his presentation since he 
was presenting numeric data. It was not your typical Civil War presentation. 
   The symposium concluded with a roundtable discussion among the faculty on some of their “most 
memorable moments” on the Civil War trail.  Charles Roland believes Shiloh is the best preserved Civil 
War battlefield, mostly an accident of location as “it was out of the way in 1862 and it is out of the way 
in 2010.”  He considers it the most beautiful of all fields.  For Dale Phillips, it is Chickamauga, what he 
calls “a soldier’s field,” and noted that outside of Gettysburg it has the most monuments of any Civil 
War battlefield. Ed Bearss told the story of leading a bus tour at Gettysburg in the late 1970s. It was 
raining and no one wanted to get off the bus. Then out of the back of the bus came a shout: “I’ll show 
you how to do it.” It was a Marine, Vietnam veteran, and double amputee. He got off the bus and with 
his crutches set off to walk Pickett’s Charge. He walked the entire field, even dragging himself over the 
fence at the Emmitsburg Road, where he fell to the ground, then got up and walked to the top of the 
ridge. Terry Winschell loves to visit Shiloh, Pea Ridge, and Antietam, which he believes are the best 
preserved of the major battlefields. “Parks belong to the veterans,” he said. “We need to keep faith with 



the veterans who fought at these places.” Jack Davis noted he did not visit Shiloh until 1991. He arrived 
late in the day and walked the park alone, until he met up with an inquisitive fox that followed him 
along. 
   Representatives of Broadfoot Publishing also attended the symposium and put together a nice display 
of Civil War books for sale, many of them specialty titles. They also carried a number of books from 
faculty members (and at good prices). Don Ernsberger, author of a new book on Gettysburg, Also For 

Glory: The Story of the Pettigrew Trimble Charge at Gettysburg, the story of Pickett’s Charge from the 
perspective of General Isaac Trimble and General James Pettigrew’s brigades, was also at the sympo-
sium offering his book for sale. I was able to connect him with a good friend whose ancestor fought 
with the 7th North Carolina, a regiment that “made it to the wall” at Gettysburg. 
   Most attendees register for all sessions, but there is the option to pick and choose. My brother, Robert, 
who lives in nearby St. Petersburg, drove down for the day to attend the Friday session. The CWEA is 
headquartered in Winchester Virginia, and operated by Bob Maher, a well known organizer of Civil 
War tours. The CWEA typically organizes and leads upwards of 35 battlefield and campaign tours a 
year, many, if not most, focusing on the Civil War as well as the Revolutionary War, the Indian Wars, 
and even World War II. Given my day job—I work every weekend late April through October—I have 
not had the opportunity to participate in many battlefield tours. The cost for the full program at this 
year’s symposium was $435. 
    The Helmsley Sandcastle is an interesting property. Built in the 1950s or early 60s, it is a charming 
piece of Old Florida, now surrounded by high rise hotels and condo 
buildings (there is a Ritz Carlton next door). One expects to see Con-
nie Stevens or Troy Donahue lounging around the pool. Prices are rea-
sonable and food and service are good. The Helmsely is located on 
Lido Key, just a short walk from the famous Lido Beach. A short walk 
in the opposite direction takes you to a scenic state park at the tip of 
the key. A slightly longer walk, or a very short drive, is Armand Cir-
cle, a fashionable retail and restaurant area. It is truly a delight, lots of 
unique shops, great little restaurants, and very pedestrian friendly. 
   If your spouse or significant other is not all that interested in our 
shared passion, there are lots of other activities available. Marie enjoys reading by the pool, walking the 
beach, knitting by the pool, and shopping at Armand’s Circle. She does join the group for the Thursday 
evening pool reception. The symposium has been held at the Helmsely for 18 consecutive years, and is 
booked for next year’s event: January 19-22, 2011. It often sells out. If you are interested in attending, 
contact the CWEA at www.cwea.net. It would be great to share next year’s symposium with some fel-
low members of the Cleveland Civil War Roundtable. 

Sandcastle Hotel 

John Hildebrandt has been a member of the Roundtable for a number of years.  As noted he has attended this 
symposium a number of times.  The reason he works weekends from April to October?  John is the Vice Presi-

dent and General Manager of Cedar Point Amusement Park and Resort. 

Next Month 

 

John Wilkes Booth: 

Escape and Capture 

 

Mel Maurer 



"Blue and Gray on the Silver Screen"  
by William F.B. Vodrey 

Copyright (c) 2009. All rights reserved 

 

   Michael Kraus, curator of the Pittsburgh Soldiers & Sailors Monument and Museum, offered a very interesting 
and original program at the Roundtable's October 14 meeting. He spoke about the Civil War on film, and his 
own involvement in the productions of Gettysburg and Cold Mountain. Hollywood turned to the Civil War as a 
dramatic topic very early on, with dozens of movies (most of them very short) being made about the war annu-
ally by the 1920s. Kraus discussed how Lost Cause mythology took early root on the Silver Screen, with both 
Birth of a Nation and Gone with the Wind sympathetically reflecting it. (He was intrigued afterwards when I told 
him that a 10-year-old Martin Luther King Jr. had sung with the Ebenezer Baptist Church choir at the segregated 
premiere of GWTW in Atlanta in 1939). 

   He said he usually has only a few weeks' notice when a production company needs his help as a consultant. He 
got involved in , for instance, on very short notice. The 1993 Turner Entertainment film was originally called by 
the Michael Shaara novel's name of , but studio research showed that the title confused potential audiences, so it 
was changed. Much of the movie was filmed on Pennsylvanian countryside near Gettysburg that was very simi-
lar to the battlefield itself, but Pickett's Charge was filmed on the actual hallowed ground. (The on-set rumor 
was that Ted Turner used his White House contacts to get an order for the Park Service, with great reluctance, to 
let them film there). The scene of Gen. Robert E. Lee riding along the lines and being cheered by his men was 
completely spontaneous, with cameras rushed in to capture it. Kraus said that actor Martin Sheen, as Lee, was a 
little taken aback - if not scared - by how loud and excited the troops were. 

 
   With a laugh, Kraus wisely offered no defense of Tom Berenger's beard as Gen. James Longstreet, and said by 
the time he and other historical consultants had been brought on board, too much footage had already been shot 
of the actor in the terrible beard to redo it. Berenger also hated his big floppy hat so much that he took it off 
whenever he could. Kraus showed slides of the same horse being ridden by several different actors (including 
himself when he appeared as an extra in either blue and gray, as needed). The movie horses were all old and 
tired, he said, and had to be spurred hard to get them to go anywhere; on the plus side, they were not bothered by 
simulated explosions and gunfire. There were also fake equine and human corpses that would be loaded on trail-
ers and strewn about the set each morning, then picked up again at the end of the day's shooting. One of Kraus's 
jobs, he joked, was keeping the pudgier reenactors away from the cameras except in long shots; canny troops 
came to realize that if they stood near a flag they had a better chance of making it onscreen. 
 
   Cold Mountain, based on the best-selling novel by Charles Frazier and released by Miramax in 2003, was 
filmed in Romania, as the director decided there was not enough of North Carolina left unspoiled to portray the 
state in the 1860s. It was also much cheaper to film in the impoverished European country. A replica Petersburg 
Crater was dug, larger than the original, but on screen it looks about right, he thinks. Local craftsmen built many 
of the props and painted the regimental flags, including one which spelled "Pennsylvania" with an extra "n." 
Much to Kraus's delight, it was a replica of the flag of a regiment in which one of his ancestors had served. The 
hundreds of troops, both Union and Confederate, were actually Romanian Army soldiers. They would be 
marched out from a nearby barracks every morning, sing the Romanian national anthem, and then be turned over 
to the production company for the day. 
 
Although proud of his involvement in these two films, Kraus thinks  is still the best Civil War movie yet made. 
He said he knows of no Civil War-themed movies now definitely on a production track. , based on the James L. 
Swanson book about the Lincoln assassination and Booth's escape, has been in the works for awhile, with Harri-
son Ford rumored to be starring. Kraus has heard that there's been some location scouting for it in the Washing-
ton, D.C. area (Wikipedia.org now suggests it might become an HBO miniseries). He also said Steven Spiel-
berg's  project, which was to star Liam Neeson and Sally Field as the President and Mrs. Lincoln, seems to be 
stalled, at least for the moment. 

William Vodrey is a past president of the Roundtable.  He is a Magistrate with the Cleveland Municipal Court. 


