March, 2007

440th Meeting

Tonight’s Program:

Custer’s Last Stand
In late 1875, Sioux and Cheyenne Indians defiantly left their
reservations, outraged over the
continued intrusions of whites
into their sacred lands in the
Black Hills. They gathered in
Montana with the great warrior
Sitting Bull to fight for their
lands. The following spring,
two victories over the US Cavalry emboldened them to fight
on in the summer of 1876. We know the rest. One of
three army columns sent to quell the uprising, Custer
found the Indian camp. Ignoring orders to wait, he attacked alone, dividing his force into three. On June 25,
1876, Custer, one of the best known generals of the day,
along with roughly 210 of his men, made his last stand.
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Tonight’s Speaker:

Harold A. George
Mr. George is a local author and Civil
War reenactor. He is the author of “Civil
War Monuments in Ohio” and “Men of
the 9th Ohio: Civil War and Genealogical
History of the 9th Ohio Light Artillery.”
Mr. George has done much genealogical
research for the latter book and has authored a pamphlet “How to Locate a
Gravesite.” He is a frequent speaker on
the Civil War at various organizations,
often appearing in full uniform. Let us
welcome Mr. George and learn more
about Custer’s Last Stand.

Date: Wednesday,
March 14, 2007
Place: The Cleveland
Playhouse Club
8501 Carnegie Ave.
Time: Drinks 6 PM
Dinner 7 PM
Reservations: Please Call
JAC Communications
(216) 861-5588
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Cod or Vegetarian Dinner
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President’s Message
March, 2007
I am far from an expert on Custer and his last
stand, but have read one comprehensive work on
the subject and two of his wife, Libby's, three
books: Boots and Saddles (1885) and Following
the Guidon (1890). Son of the Morning Star has
been on my list for a long time.
I know that he and his Seventh Cavalry left
Fort Abraham Lincoln, in North Dakota, looking
for Sioux and Northern Cheyenne, under Sitting
Bull and Crazy Horse, who chose freedom and
peril rather than reservations and submission.
(Nothing new there!) I know that Custer split his
force into three columns, one under Captain Benteen, one under Major Reno, leading the other
himself. On orders from Custer, Benteen went
south and accomplished nothing. Reno crossed
the Little Bighorn intending to act as the eastern
side of a pincer movement. He engaged the Indians (whose numbers were greater than he imagined), but was beaten back across the river with
heavy loss. Custer moved westerly parallel with
the river and suddenly found himself and his men
overwhelmed by Indians in numbers about which
he had been warned, to no effect. He lost everyone and everything except a horse. The Indians
were armed with repeating carbines they had obtained from John Jacob Astor, who used them to
pay for furs which he sold in eastern markets at
fantastic profit. Custer's men were armed with
two-bullet rifles that frequently jammed. By the
end of the day, hundreds of women had been
made widows, including beautiful Libby
(Elizabeth Bacon Custer), from Monroe, Michigan, who loved him desperately and lived into
our own time (dying on April 6, 1933, at 92, in
New York City, where she is buried). In one of
her books, she described how, when they were
riding together, George would often swoop in on
her, snatch her off of her horse and carry her
away on his horse. Monroe, at the extreme western end of Lake Erie between Toledo and Detroit,
and whose power station chimneys can be seen
on a clear day from the top of the Perry Monument at Put-in-Bay, has a museum devoted entirely to the briefly happy couple.
John C. Fazio
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MORE ON BARLOW-GORDON
John Fazio
When I was preparing the article on the Barlow-Gordon Controversy, I succeeded, I thought, in
eliminating Generals Jubal Early and Richard Ewell as possible candidates for who sent for
Arabella and who granted her safe passage-safe escort to come through Confederate lines to
be with her dying husband. By so doing, I naturally concluded that Gordon was the only possible officer who could have done it, thereby confirming his story. In fairness, however, and before putting a padlock on the issue, I had to at least consider the possibility that Robert E. Lee
or even Jefferson Davis had a hand in it. I called the National Archives and asked them if they
had anything on this. After searching their records, they said "no," but there were some old
files, etc., in the basement that had not been classified yet and that I was welcome to come
and have a look around. I did so. After poring over and through some dusty and musty tomes,
boxes, crates, files, etc., and after shooing the vermin away, I got lucky. I found a transcript of
telegraph messages, all dated July 1, 1863, between Davis and Lee. Here it is:
LEE to DAVIS: Mr. President, Gen. Ewell and Gen. Early had a good day today. They
drove the Yankees through Gettysburg from the north.
By the way, one of the enemy's division commanders was seriously wounded (Francis
C. Barlow). He says his wife is nearby and would like to see her. Her name is Arabella. We're sympathetic, naturally, but who knows: She may be a spy. I discussed
the matter with Dick and Jubal and they said they don't want to have to make the decision as to whether or not to allow it. I don't feel comfortable making it either. What do
you think?
DAVIS to LEE: Good work, General, and my best to Dick and Jubal. I know the terrain
there. Jeb told me to tell you that he would see you in a couple of days. Said he's
busy capturing Yankee supply wagons right now. He stopped off to see one of his ladies on his way up from Maryland. (The rascal. No wonder he's always tired.) Try rolling up the Yankee right at Culp's Hill or the left at the little rocky mount. You'll have a
peach orchard and a wheat field to get through, but you can do it. If Old Pete gives you
a hard time, tell him to take a walk.
About that woman. This is an amazing coincidence, but by God I think I know her.
She was a friend of Varina's from New York. They say she was a real item there;
knows a lot of Yankee intellectuals, lawyers, etc. I heard that she is ten years older
than her husband. Can you imagine? Why on earth didn't she stay in New York? Now
I have to decide whether to let her through our lines or not. Frankly, I don't want to
have to make this decision. If it backfires, I'll have the Congress all over by back.
What do you think?
LEE to DAVIS: Right. That's what I had in mind. And if those attacks fail tomorrow, I'll
send Pettigrew's and Pickett's Divisions against their center the next day. That ought
to sink that goggle-eyed old snapping-turtle. Don't worry about Old Pete. He knows
who's in charge.
Yes, quite a coincidence about Varina and Arabella. I heard she was with him at
Sharpsburg too. Frankly, I think these women get in the way on battlefields. Gordon's

wife, Fanny, does the same thing. It really upsets Jubal a lot. I know what you mean
about having the Congress on your back, but better your back than mine. (Ha. Ha.)
I'm going to bounce this one off of Gordon and see what he has to say. What do you
think?
DAVIS to LEE: Yeah, let the Georgian decide.
LEE to DAVIS: Done. I'm glad to get that off my back; it's been depressing me.
DAVIS to LEE: Don't be depressed, Bobby. What do you need? Just name it and I'll
see that you have it. Anything.
LEE to DAVIS: O.K. Take a look at that map I left on your desk. Figure out a way for
Bragg and me to bring our armies together, march on Washington and put an end to
this mess.
DAVIS to LEE: I've looked at that map until I'm blue in the face, Bobby. I can't do it. I
know I said I'd give you anything you wanted, but that one's too hard. You have something a little easier I could do?
LEE to DAVIS: Well, yes. My wife has been giving me a hard time lately. Says I'm
not spending enough time at home. Could you sort of talk to her and…well…you know.
(At this point there is a long period of nontransmission, indicating silence.
Then:)
DAVIS to LEE: I'll have another look at that map.
LEE to DAVIS: O.K. By the way, what do you plan to do when all this is over, Chief?
DAVIS to LEE: Dunno. Probably write my memoirs. There's a nice little shack at
Beauvoir -- my plantation on the Gulf -- not far from the water. Perfect place for writing.
I think I'll call my book "The Rise of the Southern Confederacy."
LEE to DAVIS: If we're not careful, you may have to call it "The Rise and Fall of the
Southern Confederacy."
DAVIS to LEE: That's where you come in. Why do you think I hired you? What are
you going to do? Teach? Write your memoirs?
LEE to DAVIS: Nah. Old Pete, Jubal, Grant, Sherman, Sheridan and all those guys
will be writing their memoirs. They'll be a dime a dozen. No money there. Might go
into the garaygee business though.
DAVIS to LEE: The garaygee business? What's a garaygee?
LEE to DAVIS: It's sort of a livery stable for gasomobiles.
DAVIS to LEE: Gasomobiles? What's a gasomobile?

LEE to DAVIS: You haven't heard? It's that new contraption - a horseless carriage
that runs on gasoline. It's got a great future. Thought I'd get in on the ground floor.
DAVIS to LEE: You smoking something beside tobacco, General?
LEE to DAVIS: You know I don't smoke.
DAVIS to LEE: Right. I forgot. How hot did you say it was up there?
LEE to DAVIS: It's hot as blazes. It was 98° today!
DAVIS to LEE: Well find some shade and get on with the battle.
LEE to DAVIS: O.K. Talk to you later.
DAVIS to LEE: You bet.
(End of transmission)
[Editor’s Note: The above proves that the battlefield incident involving Francis C. Barlow and
John B. Gordon, of which we have read in earlier editions of this newsletter, did indeed occur or so argues our illustrious leader.]

GENERAL OF THE MONTH
Irvin McDowell
Irvin McDowell was one of several Union generals who
were fine administrative officers but ineffectual in the field and
thus saw their careers tainted by the war. Ohio born and a West
Point graduate, McDowell had a career typical of an army officer
of his time, including service in the Mexican War. By the time the
Civil War broke out, he was well regarded by members of the new
Republican administration. In May of 1861, he was given the
most crucial command, that of the Army of the Potomac and the
Department of Northeastern Virginia. As a very meticulous administrator, McDowell knew that the Union troops were not that
ready for battle when they met the Confederates at First Bull Run,
so he accepted the loss. The government and public in the North, however, were not so detached and McDowell was replaced in the top command by General George McClellan and
demoted to head a division. In the ensuing months, McDowell was shifted from one command to another; by the Second Bull Run campaign in August of 1862, he was in command
of the III Corps, Army of Virginia. Although the Union forces were generally beaten,
McDowell was particularly singled out for his failures and was removed from command.
Although he demanded an official inquiry and was eventually exonerated, he was never
given another field command. McDowell retired from the army in 1882 and spent his last
years in San Francisco. Totally dedicated, with no interest in political or popular considerations, McDowell simply lacked the inspirational and decisive qualities required of a leader at
Taken from The Civil War Almanac, World Almanac Publications (1983).
a certain time in history.

March 14 in the Civil War
1862- The advancing Federals at New Madrid, Missouri, found their enemy had
evacuated to Island No. 10 or across the river, to the eastern bank of the
Mississippi. General John Pope still did not have Island No. 10 in his possession, but he was plugging away at it.
Flag Officer Foote at Cairo, Illinois, departed with seven gunboats and
ten mortar boats to attack Island No. 10.
At New Bern, North Carolina, Burnside’s 11,000 men moved on the town
and captured it, after some minor fighting, from a force of about 4,000 Confederates. The attack had been carried out through pouring rain and over muddy
roads. With this city taken, another port and useful supply point was established.
1863- at Fort Anderson on the Neuse River, North Carolina, the Confederates
launched a surprise night attack that was driven off by naval gunfire provided by the U.S.S. Hunchback, Hetzel, Ceres, and Shawsbeen.
On the Mississippi River, Admiral Farragut sent his squadron of seven
ships against the shore batteries of Port Hudson, attempting to run past them.
At 10 P.M., the fleet sailed upriver, the heavier ships on the fort side, the
lighter ships farther away from the guns. The flagship U.S.S. Hartford made it
past the guns but the Ricmond took a round in her steam plant and was disabled.
With the aid of the Genesee, which was lashed alongside, the Richmond made it
out of range with little more damage. The next ship, the Monongahela, ran
aground under the guns of the lower fort and took a pounding for thirty minutes before getting off with the aid of the Kineo. The Monongahela had at least
eight shots pass entirely through the ship. The bridge was shot from underneath Capt. James P. McKinstry, injuring him and killing three others. An attempt was made to continue upriver, but with no luck. She drifted downstream
and anchored out of range of the guns.
The U.S.S. Mississippi, Capt. Melancthon Smith, with Lt. George Dewey
aboard, saw the Richmond coming back downriver and tried to close the gap.
The Mississippi ran aground and could not be brought off the mudbar. She was
set afire and abandoned. At 3 a.m. the next morning, she blew up while floating
downriver; the blast could be heard for miles. Dewey escaped and became the
hero of Manila Bay thirty-five years later, during the Spanish-American War.
On the Yazoo River, another group of gunboats tried a different direction
to get to Vicksburg. This time the U.S.S. Louisville, Cincinnati, Carondolet,
Pittburg, Mound City, and four mortar boats with four tugs made their way to
Black Bayou. Beyond that point, the trees were cleared by pulling them out or
pushing them over with the gunboats to clear the channel. It took twenty-four
hours to go four miles to Deer Creek.
1864- The combined weight of the naval bombardment and the land assault on
Fort De Russy on the Red River had the desired results and the fort surrendered. Admiral Porter and Sherman’s Brigadier General Andrew Jackson
Smith cooperated beautifully during the action.
1865 - Philip Sheridan was at the South Anna Bridge on his way back to Grant at
Petersburg. Lee, in Richmond, was hoping that Joseph Johnston could strike
either Sherman or Schofield before the two united. Maybe the Federals
could be defeated piecemeal. Sherman’s army at Fayetteville, North Carolina were cleaning the army of sick animals, replacing them with captured
stock. Sick and wounded men were being sent to Wilmington by steamer to be
sent north to hospitals. The remainder of the Negroes and refugees was
sent to Wilmington to further lighten the load. Some supplies had come up,
but not enough to fill the needs. Uniforms were desperately needed. General Jacob D. Cox’s troops occupied Kinston and pushed on toward Goldsborough with little opposition. (Taken from The Civil War Years, A Day-by-Day Chronicle)
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Can you name this artillery
weapon? A prize to the first 2 attendees at the meeting who correctly tell me the name.
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